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JULY VPW MEETINGS
Activities: Thurs, July 14, 10 AM in the Meeting Room at CH II
Board of Directors: No Meeting This Month
Budget & Finance: Wed, July 20, 10 AM in the Meeting Room at CH II
Bldg. & Grounds: No Meeting This Month
Communications: Mon, July 11, 10 AM in the Meeting Room at CH II
UPCOMING EVENTS

July 4th Parade: Mon, July 4, 9 AM
Lunch Bunch at Mosaic: Wed, July 13, 12 Noon
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Mike Schwartz

I sincerely believe that Director Jack Moss totally described the credit we all owe to the Ad Hoc Decorating Committee for their efforts in bringing the Party Room renovations to its fruition.  This task was demanding, created few rewards, and was often criticized.  However, the committee held together and worked with our decorator in an attempt to please the broad community of our owners.  

I realize that this has created a very difficult emotional strain in some owners, as they think of the Party Room as an extended piece of their home. However, as well as others in the building 
I am fully confident that once completed the results will be appreciated by all.
The second step will be to prepare for the lobby renovations; however, we will all learn from any perceived mistakes in part one. Once again, we should respect and applaud the efforts of our Ad Hoc Decorating Committee.
Enclosed in this edition of the Vibes are copies of revised Administrative Resolutions No. 15, Collection of Assessments; and No.16, Guidelines for Additions, Alterations and Improvements. These Administrative Resolutions were approved by the Board of Directors on May 23rd as recommended by the Covenants Committee. Please retain these copies for your records.
Management is well aware of the inconveniences caused by water shutdowns in general. Unfortunately, this has become necessary due to several unforeseen breakdowns in our water transport system.  This included a leak in a major pipe carrying potable water and precautionary valve replacements.  Moreover, residents occasionally require new valves changes. Think of the good side of the inconvenience, it gives us an extra opportunity to take advantage of the sales at Macy’s and Chico’s and have lunch with a coupon.
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Board of Directors met on June 27th and adopted the following resolutions: 

· Accepted the Decorating Committee recommendation to approve Design “A” for the Party Room renovations as proposed by Homescapes in the amount of $50,600 to be paid from the Replacement Reserves.

· Approved obtaining pricing to replace the tiles in the elevators and the carpet in the lobby vestibule.
· Approved omitting regularly scheduled monthly activities from the August 2011 calendar due to the Party Room renovations.
· Accepted the three year renewal contract with Triple S Pest Management Services to perform pest control services effective January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014, in the amount of $1,236.00 annually.
· Accepted the three year renewal contract with Dynalectric Company to perform fire system testing effective January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014, in the amount of $7,143.00 annually.
· Authorized payment of $134.50 to LWMC for the claim occurring on 5/6/11 due to a toilet overflow in the master bathroom and request full reimbursement from the unit owner.

· Appointed Judy Jolles as a member of the Activities Committee for 2011 membership.    

· Authorized the donation of the piano to Our Lady of Grace.


ELECTIONS COMMITTEE – 

ANNUAL MEETING
by Jack Stanton, Chairperson

The Tenth Annual Meeting of Unit Owners was held on June 22nd in Clubhouse II.  Sixty-four percent of the unit owners were present in person or by proxy. Morris Krowitz and K. Neil Ross were elected to the Board of Directors for three year terms.  

The results of the election for the VPW Board of Directors, as reported by LWMC, are as follows:

Morris Krowitz
60%

K. Neil Ross

58%

Reports were given by the General Manager and the Chairs of the Activities, Building and Grounds, Budget & Finance, Contracts, Communications, Covenants, and Elections Committees describing their accomplishments of the last year.  All gave thanks to the many volunteers and staff who help keep our building running smoothly.

The Board held its Organizational Meeting on June 27th and voted the following persons as officers: 

Mike Schwartz, President

Joan Jenkins, Vice-President

Sandy Rubin, Secretary

Morris Krowitz, Treasurer

LWMC COMMUNITY ISSUES

Finances:

For the month of May, net operating expenses were approximately $19,000 under budget.

Year-to-date, net operating expenses are approximately $12,000 under budget.

Advisory Committee Meetings – Budget Presentation:

7/12/11, 2:00 p.m., CH I – Education & Recreation Committee

7/14/11, 9:30 a.m., CH I – Security & Transportation Committee

7/18/11, 9:15 a.m., Stein Room – Restaurant Committee

7/19/11, 9:00 a.m., CH I – Golf & Greens Committee

7/19/11, 9:30 a.m., CH II – Physical Properties Committee

7/19/11, 2:00 p.m., Sullivan Room – Health Committee

The target date for posting the proposed 2012 Budget on the Leisure World web site is Friday, July 29th.

Electricity – Master Metered Accounts:

A meeting was held on Thursday, June 23rd, with members of Pepco, Maryland People’s Counsel, and the Public Service Commission of Maryland, to discuss rebate programs to be offered to unit owners in the master metered community.  Representatives of Pepco informed Leisure World management that the original “pilot” program has now shifted to a permanent program.  Final approval of the permanent program is scheduled for review by the Public Service Commission of Maryland in August 2011.

This change in the nature of the program, if approved, will affect the master meter units starting in the spring/summer season of 2012.  After the Public Service Commission hearing in August, and assuming the program is approved, management of Leisure World will develop information regarding the impact and benefit to Leisure World residents.

Electricity – Individually Metered Accounts:

High rise associations are developing a schedule for presentations to be made on site at their buildings for their residents who are interested in signing up for a cooperative purchasing program.

Independence Day:
The Community’s celebration will be held on Monday, July 4th.  The June 21st issue of the Leisure World News contains a schedule of what will be open and what will be closed in the Community for the holiday.



FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

by Connie Peters
As some of you are aware I have had to resign from Chairmanship of the Activities Committee.  It is with a heavy heart that I have done this.

My Mother is gravely ill and she is my first priority.  I try to spend as much time with her at Collingswood Nursing Home feeding her and talking to her and just being there for her.  Although I know she is getting the best care possible I want to do this for her. 

Doing this gives me little time for anything else and since this is a slower time for the Activities Committee I felt it was the right time for me to resign.  

I feel I am leaving the Committee in good hands with the Co-Chairing of Judy Jolles and Rena Morris.  I want to thank the entire Committee for their support and confidence in the ideas we have planned for the past year and a half.  I have really enjoyed being on the Committee under the Chairmanship of Margie Freedenberg and then having the Chair.  I also want to thank Alisia Madariaga, Krista Bladen and the building staff for all the behind the scene work that you do to make all our events successful.  Thank you to Judy Bravman, Vice-Chair, Lisa Friedman, Secretary, Marie Sabin, Treasurer and Sandy Rubin, Board Liaison for your support. 

I thank everyone for the opportunities you have afforded me and wish you continued success.

IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the families and friends of Bob Webber (#412).
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager
UNIT DOORS: Unit doors opening into the corridors should be kept closed and secured at all times except when in use. They are often many visitors, contractors and delivery personnel in the building.

ENTRY DOORS:  Residents are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers.  All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers.  Please help keep our building secure.

TRASH:  Please do not dispose large items in the Refuse Rooms. Items that are too large to go down the trash chute should be placed in the loading dock area near the dumpster for proper disposal.
AFTER HOURS WORK IN UNITS:  Leisure World Employees are prohibited from working after hours or during lunch breaks in units.  The building staff will continue to change light bulbs and smoke detector batteries in units when needed.  Please have the appropriate light bulb(s) or a nine volt battery on hand.  Then contact the Association Office so a work order can be created.  

NEIGHBORLY CONCERNS

If you have a concern about the welfare of a neighbor, please inform the Association Office or contact the Main Security Gate (301-598-1044) to request a “welfare check.” It’s a secure and easy service provided by the L.W. Security Department.  It is also a good idea to have a “buddy system” in place with a neighbor to look for newspapers in front of unit doors and to leave emergency contact information with them.
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

by Maureen Kirkland, Mutual 23 Representative 
The committee met June 9th.  Arnold Litman spoke about the need for the lettering on the Veterans boulder to stand out better.  He had contacted the artist group for ideas.  They suggested better and brighter lights.  We will try that first.  In addition we were all reminded to look for branches on trees that block street lights and to report them.

Just past the main gate on the right corner, there is a rusty transformer.  Pepco was called and promised to check it, as it was new in 1976.

Things that need doing as reported by the several teams: The Globe marigolds will have to be deadheaded for them to keep blooming.  Mutual 10 has agreed to loan us a small piece of ground by the fence so it can be planted in order to make the   Connecticut gate more attractive.  Deer ate all the impatiens to the ground.  At Glen Eagles and South Leisure World Boulevard, bushes need pruning and ivy needs to be removed.  At the opposite end of Glen Eagles there are several dead trees. Boxwood and barberry at Clubhouse II have been replaced.  All the pots have been filled in all areas and Mutual 16 and PPD have agreed to share the cost of bushes on the joint line.  Several areas need pruning, such as near the Terrace Room windows and we are still waiting for the planers for the lanai.

McFall and Berry are doing maintenance for grass and flowers.  The deer have eaten a Kousa dogwood at Four Acre Park and all the white annuals too.  One idea for later is to bring all the palms into the indoor pool area for the winter and use them again in spring.  Another comment was made about the slide show Mike Angles gave last fall.  It was open to the public but not well advertised.  We asked if it could be given again.
TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer
The following figures were taken from the unaudited May 2011 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.
INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 111,597

Other




$        110 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Transfer from Funded Reserves
$   10,789

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,013
Total:




$ 124,509

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   55,739

Community Facilities


$   29,877

Mutual Operations


$     3,407

Paid from Funded Reserves

$   10,789

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   13,182
Total:




$  112,994

Surplus (Deficit)                  

$    11,515
Operating Funds

 $      45,219
IDI Warranty Funds

 $        6,135
Bad Debt Reserve

 $        4,513
Contingency Reserve             $      19,319
Replacement Reserve            $ 1,186,794


10% BRAIN MYTH

contributed by Frank Shiner

Q:  Is it true that we use only 10% of our brains?
A:  Many parts of the body have some extra capacity built in.  You can have an entire lung or kidney removed and get along fine with the one that remains.  There’s skin, small and large intestine, and bone marrow to spare.  If the appendix, thymus, and spleen need to go, so be it.  We can do without them if necessary.

But the notion that we use just 10% of our brains, or some other small percentage, isn’t true.  Brain scans of various kinds have shown we regularly use all of the brain.  Some parts are more active at any given time or during a particular activity.  Some parts may be less critical for important functions, such as breathing, speaking, understanding, or walking.  And the brain is remarkably adaptable, so one part can take over, or compensate, for another.  But there is no part of the brain that is known to be unused or completely unnecessary.

I’m not sure where the 10% notion came from, but I do know it gained currency before researchers had a reliable way of measuring brain activity.  Even now, MRI and PET scans don’t provide a perfect estimate of how much of the brain is being used at any one time.  Some redundancy makes sense, but it defies logic and well-accepted scientific principles for an organ to increase in size over the course of thousands of years if 90% of it was going unused – especially considering that the brain requires a good deal of blood flow and energy to keep running.

(Article written by Robert H. Shmerling, M.D., Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center)

RENA’S RECIPES

by Rena Morris, VPW Resident

SUMMER TOMATO CASSEROLE
4 tomatoes, sliced

Salt

Pepper

1 cup seasoned bread crumbs

1 cup sharp cheddar cheese, shredded

Grease an 8x8 casserole dish.  Place a layer of tomatoes on the bottom of the dish.  Sprinkle with salt, pepper, bread crumbs and cheese.  Repeat the layers, ending with the cheese on top.  Bake in a preheated 350 degree oven for 30 minutes until bubbly.  Makes 4 servings.

OUR RECENT TRIP

by Linda and David Reiff

In between graduations of our (brilliant, of course) grandsons in Colorado, we booked a 7-day bus tour to places we had never been and wanted to go to. We started and ended at the Denver airport, and went to Red Rocks Amphitheatre in Colorado; the Crazy Horse monument, Mount Rushmore in South Dakota; Devil’s Tower in Wyoming; Yellowstone National Park for Mammoth Hot Springs, beautiful waterfalls, buffalo and of course, Old Faithful geyser; Grand Teton National Park; and Arches National Park in Utah. We visited the Latter Day Saints visitor center in Salt Lake City and went to the Great Salt Lake for a brief visit. Then we swung around back to Colorado and “home.”

Nights were in different motels/hotels with early morning calls and late arrivals. It was a grueling but interesting trip.  

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by Norman Glasser, Chairperson

At the June meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, reports were heard from the Party Room Inspection Committee, Landscape Committee, and Contracts Committee.
Marvin Stirman advised that the Contract Committee met to discuss two renewal contracts.  The Contracts and Building & Grounds Committees approved the three year renewal contract with Dynalectric Company to perform fire alarm and sprinkler testing; and approved the three year renewal contract with Triple S Pest Management Services to perform pest control services.

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Allen Hillman, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed and discussed the May financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  

The Cash Investment Statement was also reviewed and discussed. Alisia Madariaga reported that the funds maturing from Stonebridge Bank (approximately $48,443) was rolled over for a term of 2 years at a rate of 1.39% (APY 1.40%).
Please be aware of the 2012 Budget Timetable so you may attend the upcoming Budget and Finance Committee meetings.

2012 Budget Timetable

July – Management provides 1st Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review. 

August – Management provides 2nd Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.


September – Management provides 3rd Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.  L.W. finalizes the Community Facilities Fee.  B&F Committee provides Draft Budget to Board of Directors.

October – Open Budget Meeting held and Board of Directors finalizes and approves Budget.


ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Many thanks to Steve Kline for treating us to a “Tour of Washington DC” lecture and slideshow. The event was well attended and informative.

Sandy Rubin and Rosalie Silverstein have coordinated a “Lunch Bunch” on July 13th at Mosaic in Rockville. Please contact Sandy Rubin, Rosalie Silverstein, or Judy Jolles if you would like to attend. We are looking forward to seeing you there.

We are all set for the July 4th Parade. We are 4th in line for the event.  Participants need to be at the parade site no later than 9AM.  We have flags, hats and a banner.  We also have goodies to hand out as we walk along the parade. Please wear red, white and blue if possible.  

PERSONAL ODDS AND ENDS

Please remember this column if you want to connect with someone, sell/buy something, wish someone well or whatever.
CONGRATULATIONS: Linda and David Reiff congratulate their grandsons Daniel, Samuel and Joseph on their graduations from their respective schools in Colorado: high school, middle school and elementary school. The boys are award winners for academics, sports and debating. We are very proud of them!
TOUR OF WASHINGTON DC LECTURE
Photos Courtesy of Ellen Zweig
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Pictured: Bud & Valerie Weiland, Shirley Zeicheck, John & Dorothy Mulloon, and Jacqueline DeNuto
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Pictured: Steve Kline, Richard & Phyllis Rothstein, Naomi Kline, Carolyn Sumner, Elaine Wagner, and Mike & Judy Schwartz.

Vantage Vibes

Linda Reiff, Editor
Alisia Madariaga, Layout
Krista Bladen, Production

VPW WEBSITE:

Vlady Rozenbaum, Webmaster
http://www.vantagepointwest.com
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Enjoying a light supper before our lecture.
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WANTED





The Activities Committee is in need of a back-up photographer to take pictures at building events.  Please contact the Association Office or Judy Jolles if you are interested.


�





DON’T FORGET…….





We are still collecting non-perishable food items to be donated to Manna Food during the Party Room Renovations.  Please bring your items to the Association Office.








WELCOME





We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:





Robert & Helen Solomon		#616
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