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JULY VPW MEETINGS

Activities: Thurs, July 8, 10 AM

Board of Directors: No Meeting This Month

Budget & Finance: Thurs, July 22, 1:30 PM

Bldg. & Grounds: No Meeting This Month

Communications: Mon, July 12, 10:00 AM

 UPCOMING EVENTS

L.W. July 5th Parade:  Mon, July 5, 9 AM

July 5th Picnic: Mon, July 5, 5:30 PM

Bingo Nite:  Mon, July 26 at 7:30 PM

Coffee & Lecture Author Series:  Thurs, July 29 at 6:30 PM

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE

by Jack Stanton, Chairperson

The Ninth Annual Meeting of Unit Owners was held on June 23rd in Clubhouse II.  Sixty-two percent 

 (123) of unit owners were present in person or by proxy.  Steven Kline and Sandy Rubin were elected to the Board of Directors for three year terms.  

The results* of the election for the VPW Board of Directors, as reported by LWMC, are as follows:

Steve Kline

61%

Sandy Rubin

62%

Reports were given by the Leisure World General Manager and the Chairs of the Activities, Building and Grounds, Contracts, Communications and Covenants Committees describing their accomplishments of the last year.  Neil Ross, Treasurer, reported on the Association finances. All gave thanks to the many volunteers and staff who help keep our building running smoothly.

The Board held its Organizational Meeting on June 28th and voted the following persons as officers: 

Mike Schwartz, President
Joan Jenkins, Vice President
Sandy Rubin, Secretary
Neil Ross, Treasurer

*Results are expressed as percentage of eligible unit owners (200) votes.
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President’s Column

by Mike Schwartz
I would like to thank the board and  residents of VPW for their confidence in bestowing upon me the office of President of Mutual 23.  It is my belief that we must act in a conciliatory manner, as applicable, in order to enhance the well being of our owners and the durability of our building.  There may be a trade off in this regard, but we are certainly up to the task.  I also wish to thank Liz Hargreaves and Carl Jacobs for 
Continued from Page 1.

their many contributions to our board over so many years.  In addition, Morris Krowitz deserves much praise for his work as president over the past two years.  We will miss Carl and Liz but are fortunate to retain the experience and presence of Morris on our Mutual board.  Welcome to Steve Kline and Sandy Rubin, both well versed in community responsibility.  

In reference to experience, we are so fortunate to possess the wealth of intelligence and education of our residents.  It is my hope that we can utilize these attributes through committee membership, voting, and meeting attendance to improve our status for ourselves and within our universe of Leisure World.  We are a group democracy of advisory committees and our councils need you.  

We will be facing future undetermined challenges, but with the help and cooperation of every owner, we will succeed in creating the type of building environment that will be a show piece for the rest of Leisure World.
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

submitted by Vlady Rozenbaum

Montgomery County has instituted a new telephone service to access local information and services: call 311. Operators speak 5 languages besides English. Hours are Monday through Friday from 7 AM to 5 PM. This is NOT an emergency number or replacement for 911. This number can give callers real time information concerning a community event or emergency such as a water main break or a weather-related incident. 
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You can get more information about this new system on the internet at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/311. This is worth checking out.

OASIS AND AT&T ARE OFFERING A GET CONNECTED-

HOW TO USE YOUR CELL PHONE CLASS 

This class will be held at:

Gwendolyn Britt Senior Activity Center

4009 Wallace Road

North Brentwood, MD 20722

(301) 699-1238

This FREE program is on Thursday, July 15 from 10:30AM - 1:30PM.

You will receive a 20 minute, one-on-one session with an AT&T coach. 

All phone brands are welcome. Due to limited space, registration is required. 

Contact the Gwendolyn Britt Center at (301) 699-1238.

          
 DID YOU KNOW?

          submitted by Lillian Snyder

          Yawning isn’t rude. It’s actually the    

          body’s way of rejuvenating the brain  

          so it can function more effectively.

· Yawning helps the brain maintain balance. It helps to cool down an overactive brain as it attempts to regulate its temperature and metabolism.

· Yawning can lift your mood.

· Yawning will help to reduce the effects of jet lag. (From “Heal Your Mind, Rewire Your Brain” by Patt Lind-Kyle)
Baggage Fees

· Starting July 1, 2010 Delta Airlines will waive baggage fees up to $50.00 for the first checked bag for Delta American Express credit card holders. Continental Airlines is waiving its $50.00 roundtrip baggage fee for anyone holding a Continental Airlines Chase credit card. Both airlines will waive baggage fees for anyone traveling with the card holder. Can the other airlines be far behind? (From Tom parsons-CEO, Bestfares.com)

Cell Phone Provider Price War

· Price wars among cell phone services have been raging since October. Rates have dropped as much as $20.00 to $30.00 per month for unlimited usage plans. SHOP AROUND. If you signed a contract prior to October 2009, more attractive terms are now available. All major carriers now allow customers to switch among their offerings mid-contract without paying early termination fees or agreeing to a contract extension.

· Call your provider when your contract is nearing its end and say you intend to change to a different carrier unless they can do better than the rates it advertises. Phone reps sometimes can offer special deals to avoid losing you as a customer. (From Peter Pham, CEO, Billshrink.com)
                     
 FAREWELL

   
 Farewell and Best Wishes to our neighbors 

     
who have moved away:
Dominick & Anne Tuccinardi (#221)
Victor Brown (#204)
WELCOME

We welcome the following new resident to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

Robert & Dianne Coughlan  (#821)
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met June 10, 2010. The chair asked 
Mr. Litman to write a history of the successful Veterans’ Park project for the Leisure World News.

We received a letter of appreciation on the beauty of the landscape in general and the reports of the four teams said their areas were looking good. Apparently we’re finding that some plants do better than others, so more vinca is being planted as impatiens take more water. One team asked about the fence at the restaurant dumpster; the fence will be extended so that the plants in front of it will look better.

Several of the large pots are dirty and unattractive. Next year we will put new ones in the budget. The tree dying near the Clubhouse II parking lot will be removed. The evergreens along the PPD fence were badly damaged by the snow and have been pruned. They should fill in satisfactorily. 

Mr. Jones said the ginger plants need rain. They curl their leaves in the heat of the day.  The champion pagoda tree near Clubhouse I will be protected for the July 4th parade. We do not want people to walk on the ground around the base of it.

One member suggested we get copies of the Maryland State list of native plants so we can use them in the future as they are easier to grow and some are drought and deer resistant.
The next meeting will be July 8, 2010

BARGAIN ‘BITES’

by Gloria Kitzler

Neighbors have been telling me about good deals at various restaurants so here they are:

· Bagel City (Rockville Pike):  On Thursdays, buy one salad or sandwich, get the

            second at 50% off.

· Clydes Tower Oaks Lodge (Rockville, MD): On Monday nights bottles of wine are half price.

· IHOP (Rockville Pike) On Wednesday nights menu items are half price.

· Le Vieux Logis (Bethesda, MD) Spring Special: three course dinner with a

glass of wine for $29.00 Tuesday through  Friday
·  The Tavern (formerly the Olney Tavern, with a new location: Georgia Ave., Olney): Monday-Thursday Sunset menu includes main course (choose from 4 entrees), salad and dessert for $10.95.

Happy eating, everyone!


FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES ARE BACK

The Red Wiggler will once again be bringing fresh produce to the Interfaith Chapel parking lot beginning Thursday July 22nd and continuing every Thursday through September 2nd. The market will be open from 9 – 11 AM, or until all the produce is sold. Tomatoes, corn, peaches, squash, herbs, green peppers, cucumbers, eggplant and other produce will be available as the vegetables and fruits come into season.

RESTAURANT COMMITTEE REPORT

by Janice Berger, VPW Representative
First, I wish a hearty welcome to all the folks who have moved recently into VPW. I want to give you an update on our 3 restaurants:  the Stein Room and Terrace Room for casual dining and the Cascade Bistro for more elegant dining.  

In the Stein and Terrace Rooms, there is a fried chicken buffet every Monday from 4 PM to 8 PM which includes the soup and salad bar. On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday all specials are $8 - $10. The soup and salad bar is an additional $2.50 from 4 PM to 8 PM. On Friday, Saturday and Sunday there are Chef Choice Specials and a Dinner Buffet. On Monday thru Friday from 11 AM to 2 PM there is a lunch buffet with the soup and salad bar for $8.50. You can also order from the menu which includes salads and sandwiches.

The Terrace Room is now open for breakfast Monday through Saturday from 7 AM to11 AM. Omelets are made to order and there is nova lox and bagel with jam, onions and cream cheese, breakfast sandwiches, pancakes, waffles and many additional breakfast items. There is now a Sunday Brunch Buffet from 9 AM to 
1 PM for $10.95.

The Cascade Bistro is open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights from 5 PM to 8 PM.  On Friday night there is a seafood buffet.  All dinner entrees are served with a house salad.  For reservations call 301-598-1330.

Please take advantage of one of our much improved restaurants. You may get back to me with your experiences … good or bad or any suggestions you may have. You can call me at 301-598-8876.


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
 by Marge Olson 

A nearby group home for older women, formerly homeless, is looking to partner with an existing LW group looking to help others. Welcome Home, an Aspen Hill home for eight women in their 60’s and 70’s needs help with enriching the quality of life for its residents. Possible ideas to explore include: visiting, gardening, easy stretching exercises and the like. Residents have meals provided, so bringing food is not a need. Welcome Home is a project of Interfaith Works, Montgomery County’s umbrella group of about 150 faith communities of every kind, formerly called Community Ministries of Montgomery County. The Interfaith Clothing Center, supported by many VPW residents, is another. For more information, please call Christine Hong, Director, at 240-498-7727 or check out www.iworksmc.org.

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed and discussed the May financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  The Cash Investment Statement was also reviewed and discussed.  The Committee approved to take $50,000 from the Nationwide Money Market Account and use those funds to purchase a two year CD as long as the rate is at least 1.7%.

2011 BUDGET TIMETABLE

July – Management provides 1st Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.
August – Management provides 2nd Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.


September – Management provides 3rd Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.  L.W. finalizes the Community Facilities Fee. B&F Committee provides Draft Budget to Board of Directors.

October – Budget Hearing held and Board of Directors finalizes and approves Budget.


TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited 
May 2010 Statement of Operations, available for your 
review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 109,977

Other




$          70 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -
Transfer from Funded Reserves
$          18

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,622
Total:




$ 112,687

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   60,320

Community Facilities


$   26,685

Mutual Operations


$     2,999

Paid from Funded Reserves

$          18

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   12,958
Total:




$  102,980

Surplus (Deficit)                  

   $   9,707

Operating Funds



$   38,456

IDI Warranty Funds



$     8,981

Contingency Reserve


            $   25,203

Replacement Reserve

                     $ 1,045,107


IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West 
extend their sincere condolences to the families 
and friends of Stanley Stolov (#1017) and 
Philip Silver (#1021).

REPORT ON THE COUNTY COUNCIL IN LEISURE WORLD
by Linda Reiff

There was a substantial turnout of Leisure World residents at the one hour meeting of the Montgomery County Council in Leisure World on Wednesday, June 16th. The entire Council was present for the televised meeting held in the Ballroom of Clubhouse I. 

Although few hands were raised when asked who had come with questions, as the hour progressed, apparently other questions came to mind and there was no lack of audience participation. Questions were asked about a variety of issues including the possibility of a Costco store in Wheaton, the need for repaving Norbeck Road and Georgia Avenue, the economic situation in the County, attracting businesses in the County, the deer over-population and the differences between Montgomery and Fairfax Counties as publicized in the recent Washington Post.

At least one Council member was able to address each question. The members say they are aware of or “on top of” most of the issues raised although not all issues have been or can be easily resolved. They were unanimous in their budget decisions, such that they allocated adequate funds for libraries and other services while cutting funds where it would hurt less. Services are most important to them. They did say that 
County workers would have to take 2-3 furlough days to ease the budget crunch.

All in all it was an interesting session and I was satisfied to see our representatives in person and hear their voices.


I would like to thank all who sent a card or Mass card with condolences for Hilda Shiner. 
 Frank Shiner (Apt. 619)

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

In this edition of the Vibes you will find a Guide to Correct Recycling of Trash Materials.

Please keep this guide and refer to it when you’re not certain what goes where.  If you have a caregiver it’s important to show that person the correct procedure. 
Hint! You can tape this sheet to your refrigerator or elsewhere in the kitchen so it’s always handy. Keeping our Trash Rooms clean and orderly will avoid bugs and save us money!

FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

AFTER HOURS WORK IN UNITS:  Leisure World Employees are prohibited from working after hours or during lunch breaks in units.  The building staff will continue to change light bulbs and smoke detector batteries in units when needed.  Please have the appropriate light bulb(s) or a nine volt battery on hand.  Then contact the Association Office so a work order can be created.  

COMCAST: The Leisure World contract for cable service has been renewed with Comcast.  The details of the contract and the channels you will be receiving will be made available soon.  If you currently have problems with your Comcast service or bill, there is a special number to call representatives who handle the bulk contract with Leisure World.  The number to call is 301-920-9951.

ENTRY DOORS:  Residents are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers.  All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers.  Please help keep our building secure.

BOARD & COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE:  All correspondence for the Board of Directors or Committees should be brought to the Association Office to ensure all members receive a copy in their package.  The Board and Committee packages and agenda are prepared one week in advance of the next meeting.  Any correspondence received after the packages are prepared will be included in the following month’s package, unless such correspondence constitutes any emergency.

TENNIS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE REPORT

by Jack Melnick, VPW Representative
This is a report of the June 2, 2010, meeting of the Leisure World Community Corporation Tennis Advisory Committee (TAC).  Several items of interest to the tennis players of our Mutual were discussed.

1. The drainage pipes installed on courts 3 and 4, seem to have prevented bubbling up of ground water on those courts, but it was discovered that the pipes on courts 1 and 2 are installed too high and water is still coming up.  Consequently, they are digging up both courts 1 and 2 to correct the problem and also flatten the “bird baths” on the courts, which will result in only 2 courts being available for play for several more weeks.

2. The TAC Committee has reviewed Pickle Ball for implementation at Leisure World.  The Committee approved the use of the tennis courts for the game as long as no lines or marks are made on the courts.  Proponents of Pickle Ball demonstrated a line indicating system that is self-contained and leaves no marks on the courts.  As long as Pickle Ball doesn’t interfere with regularly scheduled Round Robin, Advanced or reserved tennis time (usually in the mornings), Pickle Ball playing time can be scheduled just as time is for tennis.  Since the game can be played indoors or outdoors, it is possible that E&R may permit playing in the Activities Room, although there was concern that the ceiling is too low.

3. A stripe is scheduled to be painted on the edge of the steps leading from the ground to the first landing of the Gazebo area to provide better visibility and better safety and court rollers will be replaced this Spring.  Everyone who uses the rollers should be made aware that they must be hung back on the screen after use, otherwise the rollers become flattened and cracked.

4. Schedulers of tennis time have agreed to review requests in light of the fact that only 2 courts will be available for some time.  Round Robin can only accommodate 11 players on our courts.  Should more that that show up, the Round Robin may have to be moved to the Olney Manor Park Courts.  Similar restraints will be in effect for Advanced play as well.

5. The next TAC meeting is scheduled July 1, 2010, and I will report if there are items of interest at that time.

RENA’S RECIPES

by Rena Morris, VPW Resident

GLAZED NUTS

1 egg white


¼ tsp. ground cinnamon

½ tsp. salt


¼ tsp. ground cloves

½ tsp. ground nutmeg
1 lb. nut halves – pecans, 

½ c. sugar
walnuts, cashews

Combine all ingredients well, except nuts.  Put nuts into a large bowl and add combined ingredients and mix well.  Spread on a greased cookie sheet – 250 degrees for one hour.  Before cooling, take spatula and loosen nuts from cookie sheet.  (The nuts will stick to the cookie sheet if not loosened when warm.)  Place in an airtight container.  Keeps well.  Makes one pound of glazed nuts.

The recipe that appeared in the June Vibes should have been attributed to Rosalie Silverstein.  Sorry your name was omitted, Rosalie.

JOKES:

Tech Support:
How may I help you?

Customer:
I’m writing my first mail.

Tech Support:
OK, and what seems to be the problem?

Customer:
Well, I have the letter “a” in the address place, but how do I get the circle around it?

A woman customer called the Canon help desk with a problem with her printer.

Tech Support:
Are you running it under windows?

Customer:
No, my desk is next to the door, but that is a good point.  The man sitting in the cubicle next to me is under a window, and his printer is working fine.

NIH SCIENCE IN THE CINEMA

submitted by Vlady Rozenbaum

 This summer, AFI Silver will again host the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of Science Education’s (OSE) exciting public program, Science in the Cinema. The six-week series offers a different film with a medical or science-related theme every Wednesday at 7:00 PM. An audience Q&A session with a guest expert follows each screening. Admission is FREE!

For more information on this year’s lineup of films and guest speakers, visit www.afi.com/Silver or www.science.education.nih.gov/cinema.

All films will be shown with open captions for the deaf and hard of hearing and American Sign Language interpreters will be available for the post-film discussions. Those requiring reasonable accommodations to participate should contact OSE at least five days prior to the event: e-mail moorec@mail.nih.gov, phone: 301-402-2470 / TTY: 301-496-9706

 Film


Subject


Date
SNOWCAKE (2006) 
Autism


July 7

CANDY (2006) 
Drug Addiction

July 14

EXTRAORDINARY 
Rare Diseases

July 21

   MEASURES(2010) 
 e.g., Pompe disease

IN THE FAMILY 
 Genetic testing

July 28

   (2008)

 BRCA mutation

MY SISTER’S 

Bioethics,

Aug. 4

  KEEPER (2009) 
Kidney transplantation

A SONG FOR MARTIN Alzheimer's

Aug. 11

   (2001)


ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

by Connie Peters, Chairperson
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especially at Vantage Point West!

Once again, we had a packed agenda this past month.  Some business and some pleasure.

Unfortunately our Fun and Fancy Variety Show was cancelled for June 3rd, but is being rescheduled for August.  Thank you Judy Bravman for the time and energy you have put into this.  We are looking forward to the evening in August.

Mah Jongg sessions for learners is still going strong.  It has been a great success.  Once again thank you teachers.  I inadvertently left out Lillian Snyder’s name from the list of teachers, so thank you Lillian Snyder for your time and patience as a teacher.

“Meet the Candidates Night” went well.  It was enlightening to hear more about our new neighbors of 7 months Steve and Naomi Kline.  Sandy Rubin, who ran as a Board Member has resided here since the second phase of the building 9 years ago.  A big thank you goes to Carolyn Sumner, Judy Jolles, Marie Sabin and Judy Bravman who were generous with their time in helping with set-up and clean up of our refreshment tables.

June 14th was “Trivia Night”.  The evening as usual was full of laughs and yes we all gained a little knowledge.  We had our biggest crowd ever.  Please join us in August.  There is always room for you.  Congratulations to Jack and Dottie Stanton for making the evening something to look forward to. 

Our luncheon with VPE was held on June 22nd 

at Greek Islands Grill in Cloverly.  We had a total of about 40 participants.  We were lucky enough to have Alisia Madariaga and Krista Bladen join us.  A good time was had by all, thanks to the planning of the event by Marylin Jordon the Chairman of the Activities Committee of VPE.

June 23rd VPW’s Annual Meeting was well attended.  Much business was discussed in a succinct manner so there was plenty of time to enjoy each others company and some refreshments.  By the way, congratulations to Steve Kline and Sandy Rubin.  Thank you Carolyn Sumner, Muriel Colmen, Anna Heath, Elaine Wagner, Sally Richman and Thelma Wittenberg for your help.

“Deli Night”, always a much anticipated affair, was a total success much to the careful planning by Hymie and Carole Rosenberg and Sandy Rubin.  The platters were supplied by Brooklyn Deli and the desserts were supplies by yours truly.  I hope you enjoyed them.

Mark your calendars for the following:

5th of July Parade—participants need to be at the parade site no later than 9AM.  If you need a ride be in the lobby no later than 8:45AM.  We have flags, hats and a banner.  You may bring wrapped candy to hand out (no lollipops).  We are 18th of the 40 participating groups.  Please wear red, white and blue if possible.  We are fortunate to have three golf carts participating this year.  Thanks to Morris and Nedda Krowitz, 
Bob and Ann Brown and Eugene and Jeanette Dibble.  We also have a large group of walkers but are looking for more.

The 5th of July Picnic is at 5:30 PM in our Activities Room.  This is a SOLD OUT event.  The Committee appreciates your support.  THANK YOU!

July 7th is sign up for the 2nd in our Author Series Lectures.  Joe Dittmar will be speaking on his survival in the second tower on the 105th floor on 9/11 and how that has affected his life.  Muriel Colmen has put this engagement together for us.  A light supper will be offered at 6:30 PM.  Joe Dittmar will speak at 7:30.  Cost is $2.00.  There will be door prizes.

July 12th is Bingo sign up.  Bingo is July 26th.  Fred Firnbacher and Crew always make the event a “must 
Continued from Page 9.

attend” affair.  Lots of winners and lots of fun.  Come one, come all!!!!!

August 3rd Frank Shiner will give a very interesting insight into Cirque Du Soleil.  His son is a producer of this fabulous troupe.  We will have video of behind the scene action.  A light supper will be served.  Sign-up for this event will be July 21st.  The charge is $2.00.

Another busy month for VPW.  Make sure you mark your calendars for these activities and sign up early as there is limited seating and as you already know we so enjoy your company.

LUNCH BUNCH: greek islands grill
Photos Courtesy of Connie Peters & Ellen Zweig
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Pictured left to right:  Sandra Sager and Elizabeth Tremaine
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Pictured left to right:  Alex Waganheim, Ellen Zweig, Florence Rosen, and Marie Sabin.  Standing:  Henry Jordan
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Pictured left to right:  Marylin Jordan and 
Connie Peters
DELI NITE

Photos Courtesy of Ellen Zweig
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Pictured left to right:  Charles & Katherine Papuchis, Ray & Joan Jenkins, Phyllis & Marvin Stirman, and Neil Ross
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Pictured left to right:  Linda & David Reiff, Elaine Wagner, Irma and Ira Sabin
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Pictured left to right:  Judy & Sumner Bravman, Stanley & Lisa Friedman
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Pictured left to right:  Joseph & Muriel Colmen, Marilyn Dorfman, & Marilyn Berlinger
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Pictured left to right:  Helen Schwartz, Shirley Ziecheck, Agnes Abrams, Janice Berger and Thelma Wittenberg
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Pictured left to right:  Jerry & Freda Lake

Vantage Vibes
Linda Reiff, Editor
Elaine Apter, Layout

Krista Bladen, Production
Vlady Rozenbaum, Webmaster

http://www.vantagepointwest.com
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Pictured left to right: Marvin & May Berkowitz,  Eileen Ansher with her son and Fred Firnbacher
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Pictured left to right: Norm & Lois Glasser Osvaldo & Mary Dellasanta, Marjory & Fred Olson, Dee DeNuto and Jacqueline DeNuto

HAVE A GREAT

  4TH of JULY
Published by the Communications Committee                                                                                                              JULY 2010








MAINTENANCE TIPS





Several residents have had problems with the window valances falling down.  Please make sure your window valances are secured properly.  If you are unable to do so, please contact Next Day Blinds or the contractor who installed your blinds.  


Remember to exercise your shower faucet handle at least once a week (turn the handle all the way to hot and then cold several times).  This will prevent problems with your mixing valve, which could result in low water pressure or hot water problems.
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