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AUGUST VPW MEETINGS

Activities: Thurs, Aug. 12th, 10 AM
Board of Directors: Mon, Aug. 23rd, 10 AM
Budget & Finance: Thurs, Aug. 26th, 1:30 PM

Bldg. & Grounds: Tues, Aug. 10th, 10 AM
Communications: No Meeting This Month

UPCOMING EVENTS

Cirque du Soleil:  Tues, Aug. 3rd, 6 PM Light Supper Begins, 7 PM Presentation Begins

Antiques Road Show Sign-Up: Wed, Aug. 4th,

 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in the Lobby

Trivia Night: Mon, Aug. 9th, at 7:30 PM
Fun & Fancy Variety Show: Thurs, Aug. 12th, 

7:30 PM
Antiques Road Show:  Tues, Aug. 24th, at 6 PM Light Supper Begins, 7 PM Show Begins

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Mike Schwartz

This summer has been sweltering, with air conditioning units running a significant amount of time. Cooling un-insulated balconies could easily over tax compressors which may not be rated for the additional stress which is placed on the system.  Please don’t forget that the cost is the responsibility of the unit owner if a compressor and condenser is replaced. Thus, think about keeping your balcony doors closed in order to conserve power and preserve your HVAC system.

In addition, we should remember that condenser operation means dehumidification, which results in water outflow from our equipment. For peace of mind, in the event of overflow blockage, consider installing the EZ Trap device which shuts off your compressor in the event of water blockage in your condensate drain line. If you don’t have one already installed, see Alisia or Krista in the Association Office for details and literature.

There are always rules in a condominium which though inconvenient, should be adhered to in order that successful joint building living continues. For example, anyone considering window tinting should contact the Association Office and complete the necessary forms to obtain approval. Our rules are not onerous and are easy to follow. They were adopted to protect all of us and create a positive environment.

Speaking of directives, if you are moving any type of item(s), reserve the freight elevator to obtain greater lift capacity and avoid overload.  This also has the effect of easing boarding for your neighbors.  The freight elevator is shared by all 200 unit owners and is available on a first come, first served basis.  Make sure you contact the Association Office to schedule all moves, deliveries, and contract work.  Your deliveries and moves can be turned away if you do not make arrangements in advance with the office.
I realize this all seems somewhat negative but in the long run it will make for a much better living environment.
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TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, August 9th at 7:30 PM in the Party Room.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!

LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
At the July 8th, 2010 meeting, Mrs. Kontaxis reported that she and Richard Jones walked the area.  They feel that more trees are needed on the Boulevard, perhaps 7 to 10, as some of the older ones are declining and the Committee approved the removal of some locust trees that are causing problems.  The 2011 budget was approved.

The teams reported several problems regarding plants being eaten by deer and having the deer antlers rubbing the bark of small trees.  On property near Villa Cortese five trees are falling and two are in really bad shape.  On the median north of the Connecticut Avenue Gate, the tops of two trees are dying.  Along the Juniper slope several trees are leaning onto the road.  When cut down the logs can be used to stabilize the bank, held in place with long spikes.  A ground cover could be planted to grow over them. 

Everyone liked the Veterans Park plaque but felt that the lettering on the boulder did not show up.  Suggestions were to change the letters to white for contrast.

Mr. Ellis reported the fencing for the restaurant dumpster area is on order and will be installed as soon as it arrives.

The next meeting will be August 12th, 2010.

IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the family and friends 
of Conrad Alberding (#214).

2010 SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE
As in past years, there will be another school supplies drive this month sponsored by the Leisure World Interfaith Committee for the Homeless and Working Poor. Collection will be on Thursday, August 12th, between 9:00 AM and noon in the Baltimore Room in Clubhouse I. There will also be a curbside drop-off at Clubhouse I between 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Some suitable items to be collected are: #2 pencils, erasers, magic markers, glue sticks, pocket folders, liquid hand sanitizer, sandwich size Ziploc bags, Lysol wipes, crayons, black sharpies, boxes of tissues, composition book, etc.  
We hope everyone will find it in their hearts to help with this worthy cause! The children, their parents and teachers thank you!

WELCOME

We welcome the following new resident to Vantage Point West and encourage her to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

Selma Weinstein

204

PERSONAL NOTICES

This column is available to VPW residents for messages intended for other VPW residents. The column may be used for such purposes as finding persons with common interests: finding a bridge partner; selling, buying or giving away individual items; car pooling; recognizing someone’s major birthday milestone (provided that the recipient agrees to have their name listed) and so forth. Please send your item, preferably in Microsoft Word via email to Linda Reiff: linda3210@comcast.net or put it under my door (unit 601).

ITEM: For anyone who takes Ginkgo Biloba, I have a sealed bottle of 200 capsules, 60 mg per capsule, standard extract. It is a ‘value size’ from Nature’s Bounty. It has an expiration date of 02/12. Please call Linda at 598-0515.

ITEM: We have a tennis racquet, not new but in perfectly good condition, except that the handle needs rewrapping. It can be yours for $20.

Call David at 598-0515.




FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

UNIT KEYS:  If you lock yourself out of your unit, please be aware that the cost of having Security bring a key to residents is $20.  It is a good idea to leave a spare key to your unit with a neighbor to avoid paying this fee.  

SHOPPING CARTS:  The office has received several complaints regarding missing shopping carts.  Please be courteous to your neighbors and do not move or take other resident’s shopping carts from their garage space.

LUGGAGE CARTS:  We have two luggage carts stored in the P-Level lobby available for residents to use.  Please do not use them to move furniture or other heavy items as they are not designed to handle this type of weight load.  Visiting children should also be reminded to not play on the luggage carts.  Please return the carts immediately after use so that they will always be available to everyone.  Residents are asked to please remind visiting guests of the above information.

EXTENDED ABSENCE:  Please inform the Association Office if you will be out of town three days or more.  It is important for management to know how to contact you and to know who has a key to your apartment in case of an emergency.  Please park your vehicle away from the building and if you have a handicap tag, please do not park in a handicap spot.  


NEW MUTUAL REPRESENTATIVES ON L.W. AVISORY COMMITTEES

Thank you to the following new volunteers who have agreed to represent Vantage Point West on needed Leisure World Advisory Committees:
Jerry Feldman, Community Planning Committee

Ray Jenkins, Health Committee

Steve Kline, Legislation & Taxation Committee

Rena Morris, Restaurant Committee
Leisure World Board of 
Directors Report
by Neil Ross, Mutual Representative

The following actions and comments governing the Board meeting held on July 27th may be of interest to many of you.  
For those of you who have approached me concerning the fact that Leisure World restaurant was printing too much of your credit card number on your bill, I requested that the policy be changed at a previous Board meeting.  I am pleased to announce that they have altered their computer and they will now be doing what most restaurants have all ready adopted.  

On September 30th at 10:00 AM in the Ballroom, the ICC’s project director Melinda Peters will give us a progress report on the Intercounty Connector.

I have been appointed Chairman of the “Name Change Ad-hoc Committee” which has been charged with the responsibility of surveying the community as to their preference to either retain the name Leisure World or change it.  Further details will be given upon completion and distribution of the necessary documents.  You will be informed as to all implications concerning changing or keeping the name.

Residents are reminded to lock their automobiles and remove keys from their golf carts.  Petty theft tends to increase in the Community when school is out.

The Board approved a new contract with Comcast, which they will begin implementing in about 60 days.  Once all the kinks are ironed out, I feel most of us will be pleased with the results.  A detailed report will be published in the Leisure World News.

A request for proposals (RFP) for a 3rd party consultant for the Medical Center was approved.  This goes out for bid on August 2nd, 2010.

RENA’S RECIPES

by Rena Morris

NO CRUST CHEESE CAKE

1 lb. Ricotta Cheese

2 Tbsp. Flour

1 lb. Cream Cheese

½ lb. Butter

1 tsp. Vanilla


1 pt. Sour Cream

1 tsp. Lemon Juice

1 ¼ c. Sugar

2 Tbsp. Cornstarch

4 eggs

The original method of making the cake:

Melt butter; cream the cheese in a bowl and gradually add sugar, eggs and beat well.  Stir lemon juice, vanilla and mixed cornstarch and flour.  Add melted butter and lastly, add sour cream.

The blender method of making the cake:

Melt butter and set aside.  Divide cream cheese into four equal pieces and add one fourth at a time to blender bowl and one fourth of sugar.  Mix and then add one egg and blend.  Repeat three more times until all cream cheese, sugar and eggs are in the blender.  Add ricotta cheese all at once and blend.  Blend in lemon juice and vanilla.  Add cornstarch and flour which has been mixed together and quickly blend into the cake mix.  Add melted butter and blend.  Lastly, blend in sour cream.

Baking Directions:  Pour into greased cheese cake spring form pan (nine inch).  Bake in 325 degree oven for about 1 hour until firm.  Turn oven off and let cake remain 2 hours longer in oven.  Serve cold, topped with canned topping of your choice.  Do not let the cake sit more than one day in cake pan.


I HAVE HEARD…….

by Gloria Kitzler

I’ve been told that on Tuesdays, the Rio Movie Theatre in Gaithersburg has a senior admission rate of $6.50 per person.  Just ask for the “Senior Rate” when purchasing your ticket.  This suggestion came from Dottie and Jack Stanton who always find great things for us to do. Thanks to you both!  
TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited June 2010 Statement of Operations, available for your review 
at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 109,977

Other




$          35 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Transfer from Funded Reserves
$     1,032

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,585
Total:




$ 113,629
EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   64,232

Community Facilities


$   26,044

Mutual Operations


$     3,428

Paid from Funded Reserves

$     1,032

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   12,921
Total:




$ 107,657
Surplus (Deficit)                  

$     5,972

Operating Funds


$    47,650

IDI Warranty Funds


$      8,981

Contingency Reserve


$    24,182

Replacement Reserve

           $1,058,017


BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed and discussed the June financial statements at the last Committee meeting. The Cash Investment Statement was reviewed and the Committee discussed the problems with obtaining higher interest rates.

The $50,000 from the Nationwide Money Market Account was used to purchase a CD from Acacia Bank at a rate of 1.88% for a term of 2 years.

There is a $93,500 CD maturing on 8/18/10.  The Committee will decide where to invest as time gets closer to the maturity date since rates are very low and change daily.

The 1st Draft of the 2011 Budget was also discussed at the last meeting.  The 2nd Draft will be reviewed at the August Committee meeting.

The Budget & Finance Committee is in need of volunteers to serve on the Committee.  If you are interested, please contact the Association Office.


LOADING DOCK “BANDIT” CAUGHT
You know the saying, “Someone else’s trash is another’s treasure?” This little critter has been feasting from our dumpsters in the loading dock.  Thanks to Adcock Trapping we were able to catch our loading dock “bandit”.
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LWMC COMMUNITY ISSUES
Finances –

The June financial statements will be released the week of July 12th.  Management estimates that the surplus for the month of June will be approximately $15,000, netting to a year-to-date deficit of approximately $16,000.
Budget Process –

At the various advisory committee meetings in the month of July, operational budgets will be reviewed.  Management is scheduling release to the printer of the entire Community budget the week of July 26th.  At that time, summary budget documents will be posted on the Leisure World web site for review (www.lwmc.com).  The Budget & Finance Committee, the Executive Committee, and the Board of Directors are scheduled to act on the budget in August.

Medical Operations – 

The Board of Directors will review a Request for Proposals (RFP) for “An Analysis of the Leisure World Medical Center – Options for the Future” at the July meeting.  It is the expectation of the ad hoc committee that the RFP will be released on August 2nd, 2010.  Responses to the RFP will be due back on August 31st, 2010, with evaluation of the responses to be conducted throughout the month of September.

Security –
Residents are reminded to remove keys from golf carts when parking them overnight and to keep all automobile doors locked.

Weather Notice –
In early July, due to maintenance work undertaken by WSSC, a water alert was issued.  Some residents questioned why they observed landscape employees watering flowers and shrubbery during this period of time.  The water used was pumped from the storm water management pond and did not come from the WSSC system.

In addition, when weather alerts due to high temperatures are issued in the area, Leisure World buses will be curtailed at midday.  Notices will be placed on the Leisure World informational channel.  If bus service is curtailed, any residents needing transportation services for a doctor’s appointment that day will be provided a no-charge supplemental transportation service.

WHAT DO YOU CALL A GROUP OF:

English often assigns a group of things to a collective term. This linguistic pastime began in the 14th century with term such as hunting phrases: a gaggle of geese, a pride of lions. Here are some others. You can make up your own categories – someone made these up! It was James Lipton in his book, “An Exaltation of Larks: The Ultimate Edition,” 1993.

A nucleus of physicists

A rash of dermatologists

A ring of jewelers

A horde of misers

A drove of cabbies

A slouch of models

A lot of realtors

A column of accountants

A pound of pianists

I have not forgotten my friends and staff of Vantage Point West for the love and compassion they have shown me upon the death of my husband “Larry”.  Your warm support was much appreciated.  

--Shirley Ziecheck (#714)

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

by Connie Peters, Chairperson
The “Grand Old Flag” was waving high at the parade on July 5th and VPW was well represented.  A big THANKS to all who participated.  Those in golf carts: Bob & Ann Brown, Eugene & Jeanette Dibble, Lillian Lynch (a Fairways neighbor), Morris & Nedda Krowitz, and Jerry & Freda Lake.  The golf carts were spectacular!  Our hearty walkers: Jerry & Marcia Feldman, David & Linda Reiff, Thelma Wittenberg, Sig Liberman, Don Virden, and yours truly.  What a festive bunch we were.

We finished the hot and steamy day with a “picnic” in our activities room.  Once again thank you to our set-up and clean-up committee members, Anna Heath, David Reiff, Sylvia Kohrn, Rosalie Silverstein, Shirley Liberman, Sandy Rubin, Elaine Wagner and Carolyn Sumner. A big thank you to all of the others not on the committee that jumped in to help.  Homemade desserts were furnished by our talented pastry chefs, Judy Jolles, Judy Bravman, Rosalie Silverstein, Rena Morris, Sandy Rubin and myself.  Margie Freedenberg furnished the delicious and refreshing watermelon.  Thank you Don Virden for supplying beer and wine.  What a nice treat!

Bingo Nite was held on Monday, July 26th at 7:30 PM. The lucky winners were: Joe & Muriel Colmen, Jackie DeNuto, Marilyn Faust, Sid Green, Judy Jolles, Sig & Shirley Liberman, Dorothy Mulloon, Florence Rosen, and Edith Sair. Many thanks to Fred Firnbacher and his team for their hard work!

We are looking forward to our speaker Joe Dittmar on July 29th and Frank Shiner’s presentation on Cirque Du Soleil on August 3rd.  Both events sold out in record time with SRO.  Don’t forget, those of you who signed up, that a light supper is being offered at 6:30 PM on the 29th of July and 6 PM on the 3rd of August.  By the way, there was an interesting little side note, brought to my attention by Dottie Stanton, the week we are featuring Cirque Du Soleil is also National Clown Week and National Smile Week.  See you there!
Fun and Fancy is ready to perform for us on August 12th at 7:30 PM. Judy Bravman has been working very hard to coordinate this event.  We will have light refreshments after the event.  Let’s make this a sold out event.  It’s going to be a lively affair.

“Antiques Road Show”, well, at least VPW’s version, is August 24th at 7 PM.  Rena Morris has been able to secure John Booker.  John has been associated with “Antiques and Uniques” in Kensington on Antique Row for 20 years.  He has been interested in antiques for over 50 years.  Come join us on the 24th and bring a piece to be assessed by Mr. Booker.  We are very fortunate to have him join us for the evening.  We will be serving a light supper before the event.  Sign-up is August 4th in the Lobby from 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM.

Jack & Dottie Stanton will be hosting Trivia Night on August 9th at 7:30 PM.  Try it!  You’ll like it!  It’s lots of laughs and you really do gain a little knowledge.  A hint to you all, read the “Kid’s Page” in the Washington Post; it does help.  Also, you are not working alone for the answers it is a team effort.

September will be a quieter month because of the holidays of Labor Day, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  However, we will squeeze in Bingo with Fred Firnbacher and his team on Wednesday, September 15th at 7:30 PM.  Our 3rd and final evening in our Author Series will be held September 23rd.  Phyllis Stirman through her vast contacts, has asked her good friend, Harold Levi, an attorney, gone author to join us for the evening.  Hal has written two legal thrillers.  He will give a talk on his experiences of writing and give some in sites into the books.  Hal’s first book is “Secrets and Consequences” and his second novel is “The Second Promise.”  His books will be available to purchase.  The evening will begin with a light supper at 6:30 PM and Hal will begin his talk about 7:30 PM.  Once again a very exciting evening planned.  Thank you Phyllis for all your efforts to entertain us.  We are all looking forward to the evening. 

Continued on page 8.

Continued from page 7.

We have lots of exciting, fun events lined up for the Summer and early Fall.  We look forward to your participation.  Thank you from the VPW Activities Committee.

JULY 5th PARADE

Photos Courtesy of Connie Peters & Steve Kline
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Pictured left to right:  Sig Liberman, Jerry Feldman, Connie Peters, Thelma Wittenberg, Don Virden, Linda Reiff, & Nedda Krowitz.
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Pictured: Jerry Feldman
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Pictured left to right:  Jeanette Dibble, Lillian Lynch 
(a Fairways neighbor), & Eugene Dibble.
[image: image6.jpg]



Pictured left to right:  Jerry Feldman, Freda Lake, Linda Reiff, & Jerry Lake. 
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Don and I would like to thank all our friends and neighbors for their kind wishes, prayers and cards for our “Momma”, Virginia Baker.  She is doing well at Brooke Grove, while she is recovering from a fractured hip and ribs.  We hope to have her home with us around August 3rd.  Once again thank you for your thoughtfulness it is deeply appreciated.


--Don Virden & Connie Peters (#918)
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