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MAY VPW MEETINGS

 Activities: Thurs, May 13, 10:00 AM
 Board of Directors: Mon, May 24, 10:00 AM
 Budget & Finance: Thurs, May 20, 1:30 PM

 Bldg. & Grounds: Tues, May 11, 10:00 AM
 Communications: Mon, May 10, 10:00 AM

 Elections:  Mon, May 17, 10:00 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS

“Celebration of Spring”: Sunday, May 2, 
4 PM - 5:30 PM

Lunch Bunch Sign-Up: Wed, May 5, 

3:30 PM – 4:30 PM
Coffee & Lecture: Tues, May 11, 6:30 PM Light Supper & 7:30 PM Lecture Begins
Book Club:  Mon, May 17 at 4 PM

Mah Jongg Learning Session:  Mon, May 17 at 7 PM
Atlantic City Trip:  Tues, May 18 at 7:45 AM at Clubhouse II

Lunch Bunch: Tues, May 25 at 12:30 PM at 

Café Bello (Please notify Office if you need a ride.)
Bingo Nite:  Wed, May 26 at 7:30 PM
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE

by Jack Stanton, Chairperson

On April 16th the Elections Committee mailed to all unit owners the Call for Candidates letter, requesting a nominating petition and biographical data from unit owners who are interested in running for a position on the Board of Directors.  Please inform the Association Office if you are interested.
The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Council of Unit Owners of Vantage Point West will be held on Wednesday, June 23rd at 7:00 PM to elect two (2) unit owners to serve on the Board of Directors.  The Annual Meeting will be held in the Activities Room in Clubhouse II.

On Thursday, June10th, at 7:00 PM, we will be holding a Meet the Candidates Night when there will be an opportunity to meet the individuals who are standing for the open positions to serve on the Board of Directors.  The Meet the Candidates Night will be held in the in the Activities Room in Clubhouse II.  You may consider waiting to hear the candidates before submitting your ballot. Please come and meet your candidates.
Please consider running for the Board of Directors and serving your Association.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

by Gloria Kitzler

The May book selection is a story titled, “The Bear Came Over the Mountain.” It’s the story of a cheating husband who finds the tables are turned when he must put his wife into a senior home.  The story is found in a collection called, “Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage,” by Alice Munro.   Our Leader will be Joan Jenkins.  We will meet on Monday, May 17th at 
4:00 PM.  All VPW residents are invited to attend.
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BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by Norman Glasser, Chairperson
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At the April meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, reports were heard from the Party Room Inspection Committee, Landscape Committee, and the Contracts Committee.

Sue Eckstein reported that the Landscape Committee met with McFall and Berry and walked the property. We have minor plant damage due to the snow storms. Both dwarf Alberta spruce plants in front of the building were replaced. Several plants around the property have been fertilized and pruned. The lavender on the berm had to be cut back but we expect it to come back. The Landscape Committee approved to install liriope and river stone at the last bed near Interlachen Drive. McFall and Berry has proposed to replace the declining trees in the front parking lot.  The Building and Grounds Committee authorized the Landscape Committee’s request to remove the fourteen declining trees in the front parking lot and install two new zelcova trees and transplant accordingly one existing zelcova tree at a cost of $1,345. 
The Committee reviewed renewal contracts with Kelly Generator and Carolina Door Controls, Inc. The Building & Grounds Committee agreed with the Contracts Committee to accept the renewal contract from Kelly Generator to perform generator service at a cost of $790 annually for a term of three years; and to accept the renewal contract with Carolina Door Controls, Inc. to perform maintenance and inspection to our handicap swing doors at a cost of $1,360 annually for a term of two years.

A letter was received from a resident suggesting window washing.  Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager, advised that the Board has instructed her to provide to residents the names and phone numbers of reputable window washing companies that can wash windows from inside the units.  This policy has been followed due to liability issues and the following problems:
1) The Association has had to pay for screen repairs when residents have complained that the staff damaged the screens upon removal.

2) The bylaws indicate the window washing is the owner’s responsibility.

3) The cleaning of the windows is subjective; in the past residents have complained about the cleaning and requested the company to come back out to clean again.
4) Management believes that the chemical used by the exterior window washing companies is damaging the balcony window seals.  This results in the Association paying to replace the balcony window.  
The Building and Grounds Committee approved to have management continue to provide to residents the names and phone numbers of reputable window washing companies that can wash windows from inside the units.  Please contact the Association Office if you would like the list of window washing companies.
The next Building & Grounds Committee Meeting will be held on Monday, May 11th at 10 AM in the Party Room.

VANTAGE VOICES……

by Gloria Kitzler

I’ve been hearing from neighbors about the new breakfast menu offered at the Terrace Room Restaurant in Clubhouse I.  The word is that the food is fresh and good. And you can’t beat the prices:  Two fresh eggs served with hash browns and toast is $2.95!!!  They also have pancakes ($4.25), French Toast ($4.75) and Nova lox and bagel ($8.25). Many other items are on the menu.  Breakfast is served from 7 to 11:00 AM.  Give it a try by yourself, go with a friend or bring out of town guests. (If you do go, let us know what you think. Just drop a note in our Communication Committee box in the office.) 

PROJECT LINUS

by Maureen Kirkland

Have you thought about doing something for our servicemen and women? Sure you can bake cookies and pack care kits. And you can write notes of encouragement. But some of you know how to knit and crochet. Our military service volunteer suggested making helmet liners. The liners make the helmets more comfortable and don’t take long to do. 

If interested, Marjory Olson and I each have free yarn to get you started. She says the knit shop in Olney has a good selection of needles if you don’t have any. I have the pattern. The yarn is acrylic and the colors can be tan, grey, medium green, brown, navy or dark multicolors. No pinks or pastels! Needed to knit: # 10 needles and to crochet: #G hook.
Let’s see how many we can turn in for VPW. It’s a good cause and it will give you a good feeling to help. Thanks!

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Board of Directors met on April 26th and adopted the following resolutions: 
· Approved an owner’s request to waive their first condominium late fee as long as the owner enrolls in the automatic debit program to pay the monthly condominium fee.
· Authorized LWMC to purchase fidelity crime coverage for the Association.

· Approved the Activities Committee recommendation to allow use of the lobby as overflow for the Celebration of Spring Wine Tasting with food and drinks if the weather does not allow for use of the Party Room Terrace.

· Approved the renewal contract with Kelly Generator for generator inspection and maintenance for a term of three years.

· Approved the renewal contract with Carolina Door Controls for inspection and maintenance of automatic doors for a term of 2 years.

· Authorized payments of two insurance claims to LWMC and authorized management to request full reimbursement from the unit owners.

· Tabled reconstituting the Ad Hoc Party Room Decorating Committee until after the Annual Meeting in June.

· Requested the Landscape Committee to look into the possible problems with trees planted close to the building with McFall and Berry Landscape.
The next Board Meeting will be held on Monday, 
May 24th at 10 AM in the Party Room.
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

LUGGAGE CARTS:  We have two luggage carts stored in the P-Level lobby available for residents to use. Please do not use them to move furniture or other heavy items as they are not designed to handle this type of weight load. Visiting children should also be reminded to not play on the luggage carts. Please return the carts immediately after use so that they will always be available to everyone. Residents are asked to please remind visiting guests of the above information.

HVAC MAKE-UP DAY:  AMD Mechanical Contractors will be coming back on Wednesday, 
May 5th to inspect the HVAC systems that were missed in April. Contact the Association Office if you have any questions.

ENTRY DOORS:  Residents are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers. All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers. Please help keep our building secure.
BULLETIN BOARDS:  Residents are reminded to periodically check the three bulletin boards for important information. Memorandums from Management, meeting agendas, the monthly calendar, and publicity for building functions are posted on the lobby bulletin boards. Items for sale and publicity for non mutual functions are posted on the basement bulletin board.
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:  The Vantage Point West In-House Telephone Directory has been updated. You can obtain a current copy from the Association Office.

RESIDENT & VISITOR RULE REMINDERS:  Please be aware and inform your visitors of the following rule reminders:

· All persons shall be properly attired when appearing in any common area of the building.

· Pizza boxes should be placed in your regular trash in a securely tied plastic bag before they are thrown down the trash chute.  Pizza boxes are NOT recyclable.

· Please turn on your exhaust fans in the kitchen when cooking to help alleviate odors permeating through the hallways and into other units.

· Drive slowly and watch for people walking on our property and walking through the garage areas.

· Do not block the garage entrances/exits. 


GOLF & GREENS COMMITTEE
by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative 
A discussion was held concerning how to increase membership of the golf club.  All residents of Leisure World are eligible to play on the golf course.

Our committee discussed obtaining new members interested in participation in the various groups available: 9 Hole Ladies, 18 Hole Ladies, Men’s Group and MISGA Group.  Anyone interested may call the Pro Shop and be put in contact with the chairperson of the requested group.

A Trial Proposal for 2010 by the 18 Hole Ladies group was approved:  “The 18 Hole Ladies welcome LW Associate Members (ladies only) to play in Thursday tournaments.  Associate members must be 55 years or older and have an established handicap index.  Membership and Tournament Fees must be paid.”

As the warm weather approaches the grass will thicken and turn green.
RENA’S RECIPES & 
HELPFUL HINTS

by Rena Morris, VPW Resident

BEER CHILI

Makes 2 Servings

½ lb. Ground Beef




½ C. Chopped Onion (1 medium)

6 oz. Tomato Paste




12 oz. Regular Beer

16 oz. Kidney Beans (Undrained)


1 ½ tsp. Chili Powder

1 tsp. Sugar





1 tsp. Garlic Powder

½ tsp. Oregano





Lightly brown beef and onion in saucepan. Cook until onion is soft. Add tomato paste and beer stirring up brown bits from meat. Add remaining ingredients and cook slowly uncovered about 30 minutes or until desired consistency. Add water if needed.
DID YOU KNOW WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH COFFEE FILTERS??

1. Cover bowls or dishes when cooking in the microwave.

2. Protect China by separating the dishes with a filter between each dish.

3. Stop the soil from leaking out of a plant pot.  Line a plant pot with a filter to prevent the soil from going through the drainage holes.

4. Use them to strain soup stock and to tie fresh herbs in to put in soups and stews.

5. Use as a disposable “snack bowl” for popcorn, chips, nuts, candy, etc.
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met April 8, 2010. Five proposals were discussed and approved. They included liriope and flower pots for the PPD entrance; backfill, top soil, and sod at Clubhouse II near the dumpster; Evergold sedge and paver edging at the Administration Building where ivy was removed; Holly and Winter Gem Boxwood at the General Manager’s office (Admin Bldg.) after removing declining shrubs; and last, a large flower pot at the Main Gate security booth with river stone at the base.

After getting an estimate of $5,900 for a flag pole and lights at 4 acre park near Turnberry (not including the rock and plaque) we decided to go back to Cascade (in front of Clubhouse I) for the Veterans. A very large rock from the golf course (near the tennis courts) will be moved and a plaque will be added. This will be presented to the Leisure World Board, but Mr. Ellis seemed to think it was going to work. Cascade will be named Veterans Park and if the vets want to have a ceremony on Memorial Day for example, the street near the flag could be blocked for an hour. 

Grass cutting, mulching, etc. are proceeding as well as putting down week killer. There is a lot of pruning and clean up to do from the winter. In May, summer flowers will be planted. Arbor Day was April 23, and a tree was planted.

Several teams reported winter damage which is being addressed.  
The next meeting will be May 13, 2010. 

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP

The Diabetes Support Group meeting on Thursday, May 20th, at 10:30 in the Potomac Room of Clubhouse I, will feature Robin Hartman, PTA, RYT, who will demonstrate chair exercises for observation or participation. Come and bring a spouse, friend, or whomever might be interested in the group.


DOGGIE ACCIDENTS 
Since residents are required to dispose of their pet's waste, pet owners are encouraged to carry a paper towel/napkin when walking their dog.  This will come in handy in case a “doggie accident” arises.


BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed and discussed the March financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  

The Cash Investment Statement was also reviewed and discussed. In addition, discussion was held on current Money Market rates and CD rates. The Committee agreed to explore CD investment rates for a term of 1 – 2 years using $35,000 from the Nationwide Money Market for an acceptable rate.
Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager, reported that the Contracts Committee met to review and approve the renewal proposals with Kelly Generator and Carolina Door Controls, Inc. The Committee agreed with the Contracts and Building and Grounds Committees to accept the renewal contract from Kelly Generator to perform generator service at a cost of $790 annually for a term of three years; and to accept the renewal contract with Carolina Door Controls, Inc. to perform maintenance and inspection to our handicap swing doors at a cost of $1,360 annually for a term of two years.
The next meeting will be held at 1:30 PM on Thursday, May 20th.

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited      March 2010 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 109,977

Other




$        320 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Transfer from Funded Reserves
$            -

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,785
Total:




$ 113,082

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   68,308

Community Facilities


$   26,485

Mutual Operations


$     4,153

Paid from Funded Reserves

$           -

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   13,121
Total:




$ 112,067

Surplus (Deficit)                  


$    1,015

Operating Funds


   $   28,882
IDI Warranty Funds


   $     8,981
Contingency Reserve

   $   30,429
Replacement Reserve
             $1,019,056
THE MERRIE MONTH OF MAY

Aside from a beautiful month, did you know that May was named for the Greek goddess, Maia? The gem of the month is the emerald and the flower for May is the Lily-of-the-Valley. 

May 1st is May Day.

May 5th is Cinco de Mayo.

The second Sunday is Mother’s Day.

The first Saturday is the Kentucky Derby.

The third Saturday is the Preakness.

The last Monday is Memorial Day (formerly Decoration Day).

May is also Mental Health Awareness Month, National Military Appreciation Month, Jewish American Heritage Month and Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.

Enjoy May. “Summer is a-comen in.”

DID YOU KNOW?

by Lillian Snyder

You can study almost any subject you have an interest in for FREE. Go to: http://www.apple.com/education/itunes-u/  and click on the iTunes U tab where you will find a wide variety of informative and interesting content. Since there are many different styles of learning they offer audio, video lectures, language lessons, and audiobooks. All of it can be downloaded on your computer, iphone, or ipod touch. Whatever you are interested in, there’s probably something for you. Programs range from 2 minutes to over an hour. I found the following courses by just casually browsing iTunes U:

· A number of music courses, including “A History of Jazz” from Georgia Tech University. “Sounds Harmonious” discusses how music works and its relationship to math.  There is also a series call “Little Kids Rock” which includes drum and guitar lessons and kid’s music videos (something to do when the grandkids visit).

· Series of videos on the Geography of Iceland.

· Survey of U.S. history from Mississippi Community College.

· Language classes in French, Spanish, German, Japanese, Mandarin Chinese, Russian, Hebrew, Greek, Persian, Urdu and many, many more.

· Yale University offers classes on law, art and architecture, science, the humanities and many more.
· Collection of videos from American Theater Wing, including interviews, panel discussions, and enough clips to make even the most dedicated fans of musical theater happy.
· Health-related topics: physical therapy, meditation, nutritional information, fitness and aging, to name a few.

· Series of lectures about movie Westerns from Wesleyan University.
If you live in Montgomery County, Money Magazine states you have a good chance to live a long life. Montgomery County ranked first on a list of longest life expectancy in the U.S. at 81.31 years. Staying healthy, active and involved are the keys to aging success. (Gazette, April 7, 2010)


LEISURE WORLD NEWCOMERS 

WELCOME COFFEE

THURSDAY, MAY 6TH 

10:00 AM at Clubhouse I

This is an opportunity for new residents to become familiar with the community and meet other new residents. There will be brief presentations by key personnel for the operating departments and management. Please call 301-598-1320 to reserve a seat. Coffee, tea and Danish will be provided.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

by Connie Peters, Chairperson
It’s been a flurry of activity at VPW this April. Now we are getting ready for all the fun and varied events planned for May.

The “Celebration of Spring” sparkling wine and 
hors d’oeuvres party on Sunday, May 2nd from 4 PM – 5:30 PM starts off the month. Once again thank you to Marvin and Phyllis Stirman and John and Rogie Colston for their generous contribution of the wine for this occasion.

On Tuesday, May 11th, the first author of our series, Alan Elsman, will be giving a talk on his life in journalism and his writing of three books, the latest of which is Romance Language. A big thank you to Lillian Snyder for organizing this event. Don’t forget the doors will open at 6:30 PM for a light supper and the author will speak at 7:30 PM.


The Eyre bus trip to Atlantic City is set for Tuesday, May 18th.  It looks like we will have close to a full bus. However, if you are interested and haven’t signed-up please contact Hymie Rosenberg for more information.

For the above mentioned events, I thank all the sign-up crews which include Sally Richman, David Reiff, Stanley Friedman, Lillian Snyder, Hymie Rosenberg, Ellen Zweig, and Sandy Rubin for a job well done.

Our first Mah Jongg Learning Session for beginners or for those who haven’t played in a while is on Monday, May 17th at 7 PM.  Look for a sign-up sheet to be posted in the lobby. Please be prompt to this class as we all have a lot to learn. You do not need to have a card for this session but if you do have one please bring it along. Once again we have a lot of people to thank for taking time to teach and these people are Shirley Liberman, Judy Schwartz, Martha Lehman, Jackie Denuto, Carole Rosenthal, Lillian Snyder, Elsie Budman, Marilyn Faust and Thelma Wittenberg. Judy Schwartz and Thelma Wittenberg will teach the first meeting.  

On Tuesday, May 25th we will have our first “Lunch Bunch,” which will be held at Café Bello. Sign-up will be held on Wednesday, May 5th from 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in the lobby. Cost is $15 per person.  See the flyer posted in the building for more information. Once again, this is open to all, which means we would love to have the men join us. Please notify the Association Office if you need a ride. Thank you Sandy Rubin and Rosalie Silverstein for getting this off the ground.

Bingo Nite has been changed to Wednesday, May 26th instead of Monday, May 24th. A flyer and a sign-up sheet will be posted near the mail boxes on Monday, May 10th.

We have planned many special events in June. Starting with a “Fun and Fancy Variety Show” on Thursday, June 3rd. Judy Bravman is working diligently on this for us. Also, Meet the Candidates Night is on Thursday, June 10th and our Annual Meeting is on Wednesday, June 23rd. The two events are very important to our Mutual, so please plan to attend. Yes, we will have refreshments.

Deli Night has been changed to Saturday, June 26th. This fun evening sells out quickly so mark your calendars for sign-up on Tuesday, June 8th. We have limited space. Once again, Hymie Rosenberg and crew do a spectacular job. The food will be provided by Brooklyn Deli.
On behalf of the Committee I would like to say WE WANT EVERYONE TO JOIN IN AS THIS IS FOR YOU!

Vantage Vibes
Linda Reiff, Editor
Elaine Apter, Layout

Alisia Madariaga, Production
Vlady Rozenbaum, Webmaster

http://www.vantagepointwest.com
Published by the Communications Committee                                                                                                               MAY 2010























PAGE  
2

