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JANUARY VPW MEETINGS

Activities: Thurs, Jan. 14, 10:00 AM
Board of Directors: Mon, Jan. 25, 10:00 AM
Budget & Finance: No Meeting this Month

Bldg. & Grounds: Tues, Jan. 12, 10:00 AM
Communications: Mon, Jan. 11, 10:00 AM

Contracts:  Mon, Jan. 4, 10:00 AM

Covenants: Tues, Jan. 5, 10:00 AM

Decorating: Thurs, Jan. 7, 1:30 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
Book Club:  Mon, Jan. 18, 4:00 PM

Bingo Nite:  Wed, Jan. 20, 7:30 PM

New Resident Meet & Greet:  Thurs, Jan. 28,
 7:30 PM
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz
WOW!! Can anyone remember when the last time we had a major snow and a follow up dusting in December? It is beautiful to look at; however, it is cold out there. Each of us must dress appropriately and if we are going out must be extra careful when walking and driving. 

There was no Board meeting in December so there is nothing to report in that area. Our building is running as expected and our administrative and engineering staff is the best in our community. All of our committees are fully functional with full membership for 2010. Thanks to all of you who have elected to participate.

We have just celebrated the turning of the calendar and a new year is upon us. The Board and I wish all of you and your families a Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous Year. _____________________________

YOU MUST SEE THIS!!

Welcome our new and improved website! The web address is the same so please check out the site: www.vantagepointwest.com. Many thanks to Paul and Alisia Madariaga for designing the new look and migrating to a brand new hosting service.  Thanks to our own webmaster, Vlady Rozenbaum, for suggesting a new website design and assisting in the transition. We think you will enjoy roaming the site and seeing the interesting and varied content available. Check it frequently to see what is new as it will always be a work in progress. Make sure to let us know which particular items from the old website you would like to see on the new website and please share with us any new ideas. 
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REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT NOTICES

Soon residents will be receiving their real estate assessment notices from the State of Maryland.  These will show the assessment values that will determine your Montgomery County and State real estate taxes for the next three years (2010 – 2012).

The real estate market has dropped considerably since the last assessment.  Those of you who did NOT appeal your assessment when you received your 2009 tax bill this past summer should expect to see a reduction from your 2009 assessed value of at least 25%.  If you do not see this reduction, you may want to appeal to the Department of Assessments and Taxation within 30 days of receipt of your new assessment notice.  

You can contact the Department of Assessments and Taxation at:

Property Tax Assessment Appeal Board 

For Montgomery County

One Metro Square

51 Monroe Street, #201

Rockville, MD 20805

301-279-8333

www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/htc.html

_____________________________

COMCAST DIGITAL BOXES – LOBBY CAMERA CHANNEL

The lobby camera channel is on channel
955 and the Leisure World community channel is on channel 952 on the digital cable boxes.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

by Gloria Kitzler

Life is not always easy---particularly if you were born a woman in rural China in the 1800s. Our January selection tells the story: your birth was not celebrated; you were not a son; you were an extra mouth to feed, and you would ‘marry out’ and cease to be part of the family. You would then become the lowliest part of your husband’s household to be ordered about and ignored. If you were lucky you would bear a son. If not, life did not improve. Despite this difficult way of life, these women developed and kept lifelong friendships with other women through a ‘woman’s language’ called, “nu shu”, through which they could express their hopes and fears.  

The January book is, “Snowflower and the Secret Fan,” by Lisa See. Our leader will be Elaine Wagner. We will meet on Monday, January 18th at 4:00 PM in the Party Room.

Copies of the book are available at the Public Library. All residents are welcome to attend.   


_____________________________

WE THANK YOU

Many thanks to our neighbors who expressed their concern at the time of Joe’s hospitalization. The numerous calls, cards and prayers were very much appreciated and comforting to both of us.

    
--Joe and Muriel Colmen (#606)
_____________________________

FAREWELL

Farewell and good wishes to our neighbors Kurt and Judy Maurer (#901) who have moved away.

FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK
by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

SNOWBIRDS & OTHER TRAVELERS:  Soon, the snowbirds will be heading south for the winter.  The following are a few reminders before leaving town:  
· Notify the Management office of the dates you will be away; phone number and address where you can be reached; phone number of a local person to contact in case of an emergency; who in the building has your unit and/or vehicle key(s), if anyone.
· Make arrangements for someone to check your apartment at least once a week while you’re away.  This includes inspecting your HVAC closet, humidifiers, bathroom fixtures, washing machine, kitchen sink, and sprinklers.  
· If you normally park your car outside, please park it near the entrance of the driveway near North Leisure World Boulevard or in the VPE parking lot near The Overlook.  It is also suggested to leave your vehicle key with a neighbor or local friend/family member.  This is especially important in case of snow when trying to clear the parking lot.

· Either set your thermostat at 68 degrees or turn it off completely.

· Turn off your humidifier and the water supply to it.

· Unplug all electrical appliances.

· Clean out the refrigerator including the freezer.  Extended power outages could cause food spoilage, and then freeze again without your knowing.

· Instruct the Post Office to either hold your mail, or have it forwarded to your winter address.  

· Make arrangements to have the newspaper delivery stopped until your return.
CHRISTMAS TREES:  Leisure World staff will be picking up Christmas trees along with the regular trash.  Trees must be placed in the loading dock area of the building.  Please do not place the trees in plastic so they can be recycled.

F.I.S.H.

FRIENDS IN SICKNESS AND HEALTH

For information to new residents (and a reminder to not-new residents), if you need home health equipment for a short period of time “FISH” is your answer. It is a non-profit organization that provides the free loan of sick room equipment. The office is located off the new lobby of Clubhouse II (301-598-1345). The hours are 10 AM to 4 PM Monday – Friday.  The equipment they have includes canes, footed canes, commodes, crutches, elevated toilet seats, tub stools, walkers, walkers with wheels and wheelchairs. If you need a commode, you must buy a bucket for $6.00. 

The office is staffed solely by volunteers and, of course, new volunteers are always welcome. It also serves as the community lost and found center, offers information on transportation, home care and life care facilities. 

_______________
IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the family and friends of Zelda Dubin (#307).

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

At the last Budget and Finance Committee meeting, the financial reports were reviewed and discussed.  The statements reflect that we will end the year with a surplus.
The Committee also reviewed and discussed the Cash Investment Statement and the difficulties of the low interest rates.  The Committee agreed to withdraw the funds from Park National Bank Money Market Account and use those funds to open a money market account at Blue Ridge Bank.
There are two CDs coming due in January.  A telephone poll will be conducted to decide where and how to invest the maturing CDs.  

The Committee agreed to take $80,000 from the Nationwide Money Market Account and use those funds to buy a CD for a term of 21 months at a rate of 2% or better.
Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager, advised that LWMC Management is attempting to create an umbrella contract for elevator maintenance/service with Schindler Elevator.  Our monthly elevator maintenance expense will reduce by approximately $1,000 per month under this umbrella contract.  The contract is for five years with no increase for the second year; and the third, fourth, and fifth years have a cap of 4% on the annual increases.  The Committee agreed to recommend the Board approve the umbrella contract between LWMC and Schindler Elevator for elevator maintenance/service for a term of five years. 

The next Budget and Finance Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, February 18th at 1:30 PM.
[image: image3.png]



TREASURER’S REPORT
by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited November 2009 Statement of Operations, available for 
your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 106,500

Other




$         35 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Transfer from Funded Reserves
$     1,847

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,656
Total:




$ 111,038

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   63,343

Community Facilities


$   26,102

Mutual Operations


$     3,532

Paid from Funded Reserves

$     1,847

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   11,909
Total:




$  106,733

Surplus (Deficit)                  

$     4,305

Operating Funds


$   52,180

IDI Warranty Funds


$   10,654

Contingency Reserve


$   30,337

Replacement Reserve


$ 969,046

________________
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The last meeting for 2009 was held December 10th. The main topic of discussion was finding an area where veterans of all wars could meet and hold a ceremony. The committee voted to have the area south of the Cascade Fountain in front of Clubhouse I named Veterans Park. It is easy to reach and has flagpoles at the fountain. If LW Corporation approves the site, plans will include a memorial plaque and new plantings. (Continued on page 5.)
(Continued from page 4.) The committee had invited Murray Seegar, a spokesman for the veterans, to come to the meeting.  He spoke about the lack of veterans groups here in Leisure World. The only active group now is the Jewish War Veterans. The other groups have disbanded. Mr. Seegar talked about a project completed a year ago. He had interviewed 175 vets, recorded their memories on tape and published a booklet about them.  Every branch of the service was included. He even had a Pearl Harbor survivor. The tape is now in the Library of Congress.

The lawn bowlers would like to purchase a tree in memory of a deceased member and Mr. Jones suggested a redbud to match one near the bowling court.  

Most autumn leaves have been removed and normal maintenance will continue over the winter, such as snow removal.
______________________________
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES DEPARTMENT (PPD)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
By Fred Olson, Outgoing VPW Representative

During the first five months of 2010, the PPD Advisory Committee will be reviewing the Leisure World of Maryland Corporation 5-year Plan for Trust Properties, 2010-2014. The plan is 38 pages long, covers 34 buildings and structures, and projects annual operating budgets over the period from $1,334,700 to $1,477,750, a variation of $143,050.

These annual operating fluctuations are partly due to capital replacements and improvements: for example two new A/C units for Clubhouse I, which will be paid out of operating funds rather than capital or reserve funds. Leisure World has no capital or reserve funds.

 In 2010, for the first time, Leisure World will be starting a capital or reserve fund. This funding will come from our Community Facilities Fees. In 2010 our CFF will be $139 per month per Dwelling Unit: $139 x 12 =$1,668/year for each apartment in our building. Our CFF will thus rise until sufficient monies have accumulated in these capital or reserve funds. At that point, it is expected that these fluctuations should greatly reduce. Smaller annual fluctuations should thus make financial planning easier for Leisure World home owners.
______________________________
2010 PHYSICAL PROPERTIES DEPARTMENT (PPD) RATES

The service departments are “zero-based” operations, with the exception of Cost Center 52 – After-hours Coverage.

Rate Charges for Service:

    Special Projects

$58.00 per hour

    After Hours


$74.00 per hour

    Electrical Maint.

$74.00 per hour

    Plumbing Maint.

$74.00 per hour

    Carpentry Maint.
      
$74.00 per hour

    HVAC Maint.

$78.00 per hour

    Appliance Maint.

$78.00 per hour

Service calls of 30 minutes or less will be billed at a charge of $35.00 plus materials. If the call is more than 30 minutes, the above rates are charged in 15-minute increments. The exceptions are service calls for replacement of an interior incandescent light bulb or smoke detector inspection/battery replacement, which are charged at $20.00 plus materials.

Service is provided Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM until 4:30 PM. After-hours emergency service is provided Monday through Friday from 4:30 PM to 12:00 Midnight, Saturday and Sunday from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Midnight. This service is charged at the regular hourly labor rate. Service provided at any other time will be charged at the overtime rate of time and one-half.

PPD now accepts payment by MasterCard or Visa for payment of work order invoices. All payments must be made in person at the PPD office. Any future refunds will be made by check refund, no credits will be given on credit card accounts.
FUN THINGS FOR THIS MONTH:

SOME THINGS YOU PROBABLY DIDN’T LEARN IN SCHOOL

The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time television were Fred and Wilma Flintstone.

Every day more money is printed for Monopoly than the US Treasury.

The youngest Pope was 11 years old.

The San Francisco cable cars are the only mobile national monuments.

Only two people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4th: John Hancock and Charles Thomson. Most of the rest signed on August 2nd.

The first novel ever written on a typewriter was “Tom Sawyer.”

______________________________

LEISURE WORLD SNOW REMOVAL PLAN

When a snow emergency is announced by Montgomery County authorities, snow emergency restrictions will become effective in Leisure World as well. Leisure World is private property, encompassing 55 miles of roads and walkways. No assistance is provided by the county or state during a snow emergency.  Snow removal is performed by McFall & Berry Landscape Management, Inc. and overseen by the Leisure World Grounds Department. 
When Snow Begins To Fall: The first priority will be to provide continual access for rescue vehicles and automobiles required by residents to obtain emergency medical care, and to ensure all-important access to our Medical Center. The Medical Center will be given top priority at all times. Snowplows will clear primary access roadways, parking lots, and driveways in the following order: 
FIRST: through streets: Rossmoor Boulevard, South and North Leisure World Boulevards, Interlachen Drive, Norbeck Boulevard, Gleneagles Drive, Chiswick Court, Connecticut Avenue, Kelmscot Drive, Hyde Park Drive, Twin Branches Drive, Fitzhugh Lane, Tarkington Lane, Prince Frederick Way, Pine Orchard Drive, and Pennfield Circle. 

SECOND: primary access roads: Fiske Drive and Terrace, Edelmar Drive and Terrace, Ludham Drive, Forest Edge and Glade Drives, Vantage Hill Road, Bramblewood Drive and Bassett Lane. 

THIRD: Remaining named "Courts," "Squares," "Terraces" and "Ways" that serve a dozen or more units. 

FOURTH: Driveways providing access to less than a dozen dwelling units. 

Most commonly, our crews use bulk rock salt to treat asphalt roadways and parking areas, and magnesium chloride to treat sidewalk and other concrete surfaces. 

When the Snow Stops Falling: Shoveling crews will start clearing entrances and sidewalks at the Clubhouses and Administration Building, if the facilities are open, followed by primary access paths for apartment-style buildings and individual units (primary access means from main entrance to parking lot). In apartment-style buildings, if you do not use the front door as primary access because of a disability, call the Grounds Department at 301-598-1314 to arrange special clearing. Machine-clearing of perimeter walks and other long stretches of walks will be done concurrently. Since machine-clearing is much faster, these long walks may be completed before hand-shoveling crews have reached other primary access walks. Our snow plan calls for completion of all of the foregoing activities within 24 hours after the snow or precipitation has stopped. 

Parking Restrictions During the Snow Emergency: Do not park on streets designated as a Snow Emergency Route. These include Rossmoor Boulevard, Leisure World Boulevard, Gleneagles Drive, Chiswick Court, Interlachen Drive, Norbeck Boulevard and Connecticut Avenue.  (Continued on page 7.)
(Continued from page 6.) Do not park in Reserved or Visitors parking spaces in your parking lot.  Your Mutual may have designated these spaces as areas for snow handling. Residents affected will be contacted by their Mutual to move their vehicles to assigned temporary parking spaces prior to snow removal. The Director of Security or a Special Police Officer can assist in identifying a resident whose automobile may be obstructing snow removal operations. 
Clearing Snowbound Vehicles:  It is not part of McFall & Berry's contract to shovel out parked vehicles. If necessary, call a relative, friend or neighbor to request help. Another option would be to utilize the services of individuals who will do the work for a fee. Security requires anyone wanting to shovel out cars for a fee to register with the Grounds Department. A list of individuals who have been pre-approved to shovel snow is available at www.vantgepointwest.com and also posted on the lobby bulletin board near the mailboxes. Security requests that you report any individuals who do not have proper I.D. issued by the Leisure World Grounds Department. The Grounds Department does not set shoveling fees, nor is it responsible for any damages that may be incurred. 
When You Need Medical Attention: 

* Call 911 for all medical emergencies. 

* Give the Grounds Department at 301-598-1314 a minimum of three hours' notice if you have a medical appointment you are unable to reschedule.  Make sure your medical facility will be open; don't assume that it will be. 

* Call the Grounds Department to have your name placed on a snow-clearance priority list if you have an ongoing critical medical requirement such as dialysis, oxygen, chemotherapy, radiation, etc. 

Some Additional Guidelines: 

* Call the Main Gate at 301-598-1044 to report stuck vehicles or accidents. 

* Call the Grounds Department at 301-598-1314 with your snow clearance inquiries. Due to the high volume of calls and the department's need to be out overseeing snow removal operations, calls will be monitored and prioritized on a regular basis around the clock. Calls will be returned as quickly as possible, according to urgency. 

* Now is a good time to stock up on essentials such as food and medicines, and other items such as batteries and reading materials. Be prepared to keep at least one week's supply of essentials on hand during the winter months. 

* If you are in doubt about venturing from your residence, it's best not to go out. Also, wait until conditions are safe before putting out trash or newspapers. 

Communications During the Emergency: 

* During a snow emergency, do not call McFall & Berry's office for routine information, complaints, or scheduling issues. 

* Calls to the Grounds Department should be limited to problems related to the snow emergency. 

* Call the Daily Events Line at 301-598-1313 for up-to-date snow related information, including trash pick-up, bus scheduling, cancellation of Clubhouse I and II events and activities, and facility closings.

* Check the Leisure World closed-circuit TV system for snow removal updates. ______________________________
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Dottie Stanton enjoying the snow!  Photo Courtesy of

Jack Stanton.

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Connie Peters, Chairperson
Many thanks to Margie Freedenberg, Anna Heath, Sandy Rubin, and Judy Bravman for their leadership and hard work to make 2009 such a successful year.  Without the assistance of the entire Activities Committee this could not have been accomplished.

The Holiday Party was enthusiastically attended and much fun was had by all.  Thanks Vantage Point West for your support!

We are looking forward in 2010 to present a unique and fun filled year of events which we hope will be enjoyed by everyone.

The next Bingo Nite will be held on Wednesday, January 20th at 7:30 PM. A flyer and a sign-up sheet will be posted near the mail boxes on January 6th.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, January 28th at 7:30 PM for our New Resident Meet and Greet.  More details will follow.

We’re very happy to have four new members on the Activities Committee.  They are Rena Morris, Marie Sabin, Lillian Snyder, and Carolyn Sumner.  Welcome!
Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year!
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HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS

Courtesy of Ellen Zweig
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Pictured left to right:  Marie Sabin, Paulette Skalka, Anita Rosenstadt, Lois Glasser, Florence Rosen, and
Karen Robinson.
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Pictured left to right:  Elsie Budman, Anna Heath, Margie & Marvin Freedenberg, Elaine Apter, and

Judy & Mike Schwartz.
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The Vantage Point West staff and cleaning crew members would like to thank the residents for the generous holiday gifts.  We wish everyone a healthy and happy new year!





--Alisia, Krista, Juan, Jose,


Eduardo, Aura, & Pedro
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