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SEPTEMBER VPW MEETINGS

ACTIVITIES:  Thurs, Sept. 10, 10 AM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Mon, Sept. 21, 10 AM
BUDGET & FINANCE:  Thurs, Sept. 17, 1:30 PM

BLDG. & GROUNDS:  Tues, Sept. 15, 10 AM
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mon, Sept. 14, 10 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Labor Day Picnic: Mon, Sept. 7, 5 PM

Bingo Nite:  Wed, Sept. 16, 7:30 PM

Fajita/Halloween Party:  Sat, October 31

Holiday Cocktail Party: Sat, December 5
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Pictured left to right: Helen Schwartz, Jean Rozansky, Judy Bravman, Connie Peters, Marilyn Dorfman, Anna Heath, & Paul Golder of the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection.
RECYCLING INFORMATION TABLE
Many thanks to the 65 residents who stopped by our recycling information table in the lobby on August 26th.  Paul Golder of the Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection informed us about the new expanded recycling program.
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

UNIT INSPECTIONS:  Management encourages residents to inspect their units regularly for any water leaks.  This includes inspecting your HVAC closet, humidifiers, bathroom fixtures, washing machine, kitchen sink, and sprinklers.  If you notice water on the floor or carpet under the sprinklers, please call the Association Office immediately or the Main Security Gate at (301) 598-1044.

RECYCLING/GARBAGE:  The Association Office has received complaints regarding recycling/garbage not being placed in the appropriate containers.  All garbage and trash must be placed in the proper receptacles designated for refuse collection.  All recyclables should be rinsed to avoid any infestations in the building.  Residents should inform their guests and care givers of this information.  Please help keep Vantage Point West looking its best.  

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:  The Vantage Point West In-House Telephone Directory has been updated. You can obtain a current copy from the Association Office.

SPEEDING DRIVERS:  Several residents have noticed people speeding while driving on our property and in the garages.  Please slow down and watch for people walking on our property and walking through the garage areas.  

PPD SERVICE CONTRACTS:  Physical Properties Department offers annual service contracts that provide a variety of coverage to our residents for a fixed fee.  Residents will receive the service contracts under their unit doors by the first week in October.  These contracts are an excellent value and residents are encouraged to consider accepting one of the contracts. Please call the Association Office at (301) 598-1050 or PPD at (301) 598-1500 if you have any questions.
MAINTENANCE TIPS

· All residents are encouraged to install the EZ Trap on your HVAC unit.  The EZ Trap prevents flooding when your condensate drain line backs-up.  Please contact AMD Mechanical Contractors at 301-283-3600 to coordinate this installation.  The building has had several insurance claims due to clogged condensate drain lines.  
You may also contact the Management Office to obtain additional information regarding HVAC accessories that could save you and the Association money.
· Residents are asked to be aware of any leaking faucets or plumbing fixtures, and have them repaired promptly.  Although you may not see a monthly water bill, leaks and unnecessary usage show on the water bill paid by the Association.
· Several residents have had problems with the window valances falling down.  Please make sure your window valances are secured properly.  If you are unable to do so, please contact Next Day Blinds or the contractor who installed your blinds.


ENTRY DOORS

Residents and guests are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers.  All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers.  Encourage strangers to use the lobby directory call box.  Please help keep our building secure.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY REAL ESTATE TAX

by Morris Krowitz, President

Information provided by Jack Moss, Board Member.

Homestead Credit

We have recently received our Real Estate Tax bill for 07/01/09 thru 06/30/10. That bill is due in two almost equal payments, one in September and the other in December.  If you are an owner your bill should state, in the upper right hand corner, that your unit is a Primary Residence and the bill may contain a Homestead Credit reducing your total tax.  

If the above is not how your bill reads you should call the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation (1-866-650-8783) and let them know so that your bill can be corrected.

New Assessment

Most of you are aware that housing prices significantly escalated during the years 2001 thru 2005 and that those prices started decreasing in 2006 and continued thru this year. Montgomery County revises the base value of our homes, for real estate taxes assessment purposes, every three (3) years and 2009 is a revision year. You will receive your revised assessment notice in December 2009. Hopefully it will reflect a lower home value than your 2009 FY base value. 

(The 2009 base value and the 2010, 2011 and 2012 values will be stated on the notice).

I expect that many of your assessed home values will decrease by twenty five percent (25%) or more from the 2009 value. (Those of you who protested your last year's assessment will probably not receive another reduction in value). If the value does not decrease significantly your new assessment may be appealed within 30 days of receipt of the new assessment by completing a form that can be obtained from our Management Office or the Department of Assessments & Taxation on-line (www.dat.state.md.us).

Homeowner's Property Tax Credit 

(Low Income Credit)

If the total combined income of a household is less than $60,000, the net worth of the household, without regard to the residence or qualified retirement funds, is less than $200,000, the dwelling is the principal residence, lived in for 6 months of the year including July 1 (with exceptions), and the resident is at least 70 and has a legal interest in the property, they can qualify for this credit which can be significant and can be applied for retroactively (3 years). 

A copy of the application with instructions can be obtained from our Management Office or the Department of Assessments & Taxation on-line (www.dat.state.md.us). The form must be filed by September 1st of each year as the credit is based on your annual income. For more information call the Homeowner's Tax Credit Program office at 1-800-944-7403.


__________________________

HELLO – IT’S SEPTEMBER

Now that Fall is approaching, clubs and support groups in Leisure World, many dormant in the Summer, are restarting their seasons.  Read the Leisure World News  to find out the times and meeting places of clubs and groups you are interested in. Go and see what they do; join if you can.

For your information, the Diabetes Support Group is meeting on Thursday, September 17 at 10:30 in Clubhouse 1, with speaker Anita Ehrstein, the LW’s Certified Diabetes Educator. She is knowledgeable, interesting and dynamic. Bring your spouses, companions and friends. Meetings are always interesting and worth your while.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

by Gloria Kitzler

Summer is past and I hope that everyone enjoyed their time. Now, our summer break is over and we will resume our monthly meetings on the third Monday of the month.  

The September meeting of the Vantage Point West Book Discussion Group will be on Monday, September 21st at 4:00 PM in the Party Room.

The September book will be, “Three Cups of Tea,” by Greg Mortenson. This exceptional book is the story of an American mountain climber in Pakistan. He is injured and his local guide saves his life by getting him down the mountain and taking him back to his village where he is nursed back to health. To try to repay the villagers he plans to build a school in this very primitive place for the local children. This true story is the account of Mr. Mortenson’s experiences in learning the customs and pitfalls of the remote Pakistani culture. Our discussion leader will be Elaine Noss.

All residents are invited to attend. We extend a special invitation to our new residents to join us.


__________________________

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

At the August meeting of the Budget & Finance Committee, the third draft of the 2010 budget was presented, reviewed, and modified as needed.  The Committee recommended the use of $10,000 of Reserve Interest to offset the 2010 condo fees.

Future Budget & Finance Committee meetings will now be held on Thursday afternoons at 1:30 PM in the Party Room.

The Committee will review the 4th Draft of the 2010 Budget at its next meeting on Thursday, September 17, 2009 at 1:30 PM in the Party Room.


_________________________

DID ‘JA KNOW?

Did you know to keep your front door closed, but unlocked, in the case of fire so that the firefighters can enter, if necessary, without breaking down your door?

Did you know it would be wise to close your car windows in the garages as a defective sprinkler in one building flooded a car?

Did you know you should clean the underneath part of the splash guard on the rim of your disposal in the kitchen sink? Remove it, if possible, and clean it before replacing it. If it is not removable, you still can clean it by using a wet paper towel and getting underneath the guard.

Did you know you should NOT dispose of unused, unwanted, outdated medication in the sink or toilet??? Put the pills in a water-tight container, put in enough water to cover the pills, cover it tightly and when the pills have solidified, bring the container to the Medical Center and drop it in the container near the elevator. 

Let’s keep us clean and healthy! Wash your hands often and stay home if you don’t feel well: flu season is approaching!



WANTED

A volunteer is needed to represent VPW on the Leisure World Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee for 2010.

Please contact the Management Office if you are interested.
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
Our meeting was held August 13, 2009.  Mr. Ellis gave his report which will be in the LW News. 

The chair made her comments on deer eating the petunias and the size of the very large marigolds at the Medical Center.

New proposals were passed for work to be done at the end of 2009 and into 2010.  They included work on dead trees in the woods next to the water feature; shrubs behind Clubhouse II to be replaced with barberry; topsoil, seed and straw placed where a water pipe had broken; and trees removed on the median by Fairways.

A guard saw but did not catch a man with a shovel outside of the Norbeck Gate after closing time. We have had plants stolen from that area and talked about planting a row of thorny bushes there.

Several teams reported a need for watering. As with all landscaping, some plants are doing well and others need to be changed next year. On Bedford Slope, we need more shade plants and perhaps a short wall to retain mulch and moisture. One complaint was that the Globe area was too busy and another said the dusty miller (silver grey) at the Norbeck Gate didn’t show enough contrast. On the path by Greens 4 there is a deep rut where a truck went into the woods and it needs to be leveled before someone turns an ankle.

Mr. Jones said crab grass is a problem and will be addressed with overseeding in the fall.  Several areas need soil tests as some plants show no root growth.

The next meeting will be September 10, 2009. 

GOLF & GREENS COMMITTEE 

by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative 
The committee discussed the 2010 Activity Schedule at length including the 18 hole Ladies Calendar, the MISGA calendar, the 9 hole Ladies Schedule, the Mixed Events calendar and the Men’s Events. The committee was asked to study the Activity Schedule and bring any suggestions to the next meeting at which time any changes would be discussed and the final schedule would be voted upon.

The Rules and Regulations for 2010 are unchanged from this year and will be voted upon at next month’s meeting.

The golf course will be closed on September 14th, 15th and 16th for renovations.

The Associate Member program was a success with 40 members this year vs. 20 members last year. The rounds of golf played YTD were 9,763.


FAREWELL

Farewell and good wishes to our neighbors who have moved away.

         Ruth McNichol  (#517)

           Anna Lipman     (#901)

*******************************

WELCOME

We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

            Joshua & Norma Justin  (#803)

            Kurt & Judy Maurer    (#901)
2010 CENSUS

2010 is when the official United States Census will occur. The census, which is mandated in the Constitution, is used not only to determine how members of the House of Representatives are apportioned among the states; it is used to determine how funds for services based on population are distributed.  

Please be aware of scams that falsely claim to be connected to the census. NO official census forms will be mailed out until March of next year. NO telephone or email requests for information will ever be made by the Census Bureau except for follow-up checks by phone on incomplete forms or requests that non-respondents mail in their forms and that won’t be done until May, 2010.

Do not supply any information to anyone calling on the phone or contacting you by email this fall or early next year and claiming to be associated with the census. Only respond to the census form that will be sent by mail next March – but please do fill out and return that form.


__________________________

LEISURE WORLD MEDICAL CENTER LECTURE

MY ACHING BACK

PRESENTED BY 

DR. NAVINDER SETHI

General Orthopedic Surgery

Potomac Valley Orthopedic Assoc.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

1:30 P.M.

CLUBHOUSE II

CALL 598-1320 TO RESERVE A SEAT

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited July 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee


$ 106,500

Other



$        300 

Interest Earned-OP Cash
$            -

Interest Earned-RES

$     1,934
Total:



$ 108,734

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs

$   72,947

Community Facilities

$   26,038

Mutual Operations

$     3,522

Reserve Transfers

$   11,187
Total:



$ 113,694

Surplus (Deficit)                  

     $ (4,960)

Operating Funds

$   32,834

IDI Warranty Funds

$   10,654

Contingency Reserve

$   32,107

Replacement Reserve

$ 921,410


IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the family and friends of Janet Mauney (#402).

PARKING ETIQUETTE

Residents, aides and visitors are asked to be aware of how they park their car.  Be sure to park within the striped parking space, and don’t leave your car overhanging into another space.  Pedestrians may have difficulty walking between the cars.

Please do not back-in parking spaces.  All vehicles using outdoor parking spaces must park front-in to avoid rear-end overhang which could obstruct pedestrian walkways, or cover grass strips and hinder mowing, or cause bumper or exhaust smoke marks on building walls or cause exhaust damage to plantings.

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by John Lynch, Chairperson

At the August meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, the Committee reviewed the results of the Party Room TV survey.  Surveys were distributed and came back with 79 total responses:  41 no’s, 35 yes’s, and 3 no responses; 39 for a fundraiser, and 22 for the cost to be included in the 2010 budget.  The Committee approved a motion to not install a TV and DVD player in Party Room at this time based on the survey results.

Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager, reported that she has contacted two vendors requesting proposals to replace chairs and tables in the Party Room.  More information will be provided at the next meeting.

The Committee approved a motion to recommend the Board of Directors write a letter to the Security & Transportation Committee suggesting an evaluation of proper traffic signage in the community relating to pedestrian safety.

The Committee also decided to have Management replace the “yield” sign at the lobby garage near VPW with a larger one.

Sue Eckstein reported that VPW and VPE have agreed to change the seasons for the island plantings. The changes will take place in 2010.  The palms in the Party Room were over watered which caused an infestation of flies.  Suggestions were made to replace them with artificial plants.  Sue Eckstein offered to shop around and see what she could find and will report back at the next meeting.

FUN FOR THIS MONTH:

SOME THINGS YOU PROBABLY DIDN’T LEARN IN SCHOOL

· Coca Cola was originally green.

· Men can read smaller print better than women; women can hear better than men.

· The average number of people airborne over the U.S. during any given hour = 61,000.

· 111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321!

· “I am.” is the shortest complete sentence in the English language.

· What is the only food that doesn’t

spoil?  A:  Honey.
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ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson

We hope you’re planning to join us for our Labor Day Picnic on Monday, September 7th at 5PM in the Party Room.  Please contact Sandy Rubin at 301-438-6201 if you have any questions.

MENU:
GRILLED & FRIED CHICKEN

HOT DOGS

POTATO SALAD

COLE SLAW

BAKED BEANS

WATERMELON

BROWNIES

ICE TEA/LEMONADE/SOFT DRINKS

Bring your own alcoholic beverages.

Mark your calendars for the upcoming events listed below.  More details will follow.

· Fajita/Halloween Party - Saturday, October 31st 

· Holiday Cocktail Party – Saturday, December 5th
Please don’t forget our Manna Food donation basket in the Party Room.  Manna Food is in need of food to help hundreds of hungry Montgomery County residents.
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FLU SHOTS
Flu shots will be given on the dates listed below in the Crystal Ballroom at Clubhouse I from 
9 AM – 1 PM.

· Thursday, October 15th
· Monday, October 19th
· Wednesday, October 21st 

· Friday, October 23rd 

· Tuesday, October 27th 

· Thursday, October 29th 

THIS FLU SHOT DOES NOT PROTECT AGAINST H1NI (SWINE) FLU.

Medicare Fee-For-Service Plan accepted.  All other plans – cash or check ($30.00).
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                 TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, October 5th at 7:30 PM in the Party Room.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!
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YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU!





The Budget and Finance Committee is in need of members. We are understaffed by 3 members.  Formal knowledge is not needed, just a willingness to learn.





Please contact the Management Office, a member of the Board or Budget & Finance Committee if you are interested.





Your participation is needed to maintain your home and Condominium Association.
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