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OCTOBER VPW MEETINGS

Activities:  Thurs, Oct. 8, 10 AM
Board of Directors: Mon, Oct. 26, 10 AM
Budget & Finance:  No Meeting This Month

Bldg. & Grounds:  Tues, Oct. 13, 10 AM
Communications:  Mon, Oct. 19, 10 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Trivia Night:  Mon, Oct. 5, 7:30 PM
Fajita/Halloween Party Sign-Up:  Tues, Oct. 13 at
 4 PM – 5 PM

Fajita/Halloween Party:  Sat, Oct. 31 at 6 PM

Budget Hearing:  Thurs, Oct. 22 at 7 PM

Holiday Cocktail Party: Sat, Dec. 5 

NEW VEHICLE DECALS

The Security and Transportation Department’s new decal distribution program will be at Vantage Point West on the following days:

· Thursday, October 29th from 8 AM to 5 PM in the VPW Lobby. 

· Friday, October 30th from 8 AM to 5 PM in the VPW Lobby. 

To receive a new decal, bring the following documentation:  a Leisure World identification card, a valid driver’s license, and the vehicle’s 
registration card.  Once Security Personnel completes the paperwork involved and issues a decal, the resident must bring their car to the covered area near the main building entrance.  Security Personnel will then remove the old decal and replace it with a new one.

The make-up day will be Sunday, November 1st from 8 AM to 2 PM in the Administration Building parking lot.
Please contact the Security Department at 301-598-1355 if you have any questions.
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FLU SHOTS
Flu shots will be given on the dates listed below in the Crystal Ballroom at Clubhouse I from 

9 AM – 1 PM.

· Thursday, October 15th
· Monday, October 19th
· Wednesday, October 21st 

· Friday, October 23rd 

· Tuesday, October 27th 

· Thursday, October 29th 

THIS FLU SHOT DOES NOT PROTECT AGAINST H1NI (SWINE) FLU.

Medicare Fee-For-Service Plan accepted.  All other plans – cash or check ($30.00).
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

It seems like I was just reminding you that the dog days of summer were finally here and it’s autumn. Hopefully, we will have a long mild ‘Indian Summer’ leading to an easy winter.

Those of you present at the Board meeting listened to Mr. Kevin Flannery (L.W. General Manager) discuss the current operations of the Leisure World Medical Center and the prospects of joining (outsourcing) its operations to a local medical provider group. He outlined what management thought the benefits to the community would be. While the Leisure World Board of Directors has authorized this exercise, it has done so without the Board’s or advisory committee having a member on the fact finding committee. As this change to the Leisure World Medical Center’s operations would be of major importance to the community, I think that their representation in all phases should be a necessity, not an after-the-fact event. If you believe as I do, please put it in writing to the LWMC Board of Directors. 
Happy days are here again. The Budget and Finance Committee was in need of members. We now have 3 owner volunteers to complete the committee membership: Richard O’Brien, Jack Pichney, and Sandy Rubin. Thanks to all of you and the current members.

The Building and Grounds Committee recommended that we replace the Party Room tables and chairs. After discussion, the Board decided to table the matter in favor of establishing an Ad Hoc Decorating Committee to look into all aspects of the use of the Party Room and a comprehensive redecoration/redesign. An application for committee membership is included within this month Vibes. If you believe you are qualified, please complete the application and return it to the Association Office.

At this month’s meeting the Board approved the purchase of new computers to replace the five year old machines in our Association Office. The old machines will be used for inventory and basic record keeping by our maintenance staff.

The Activities Committee believes that the prior survey regarding the addition of a Large Screen TV/DVD & Blue Ray Player did not explain its usage or benefits to the residents of our Association. Other mutuals have found that such an addition benefits many of their non-driving residents as well as those interested in the camaraderie of watching sporting events, various celebrations and other building sponsored events.  The Board decided to table the Activities Committee recommendation of distributing another Party Room TV survey. 
Just a short comment about our finances: last November we approved a budget with a projected deficit built into it covered by prior year excess contributions, and furthermore we supplemented revenues by allocating a portion of the interest earned on our Reserve Funds to Operations. Although we are currently running at a projected excess of funding over expenditures, there is no guarantee that this will continue until the end of the year. We can only budget based on our current activities, our sister hi-rises’ historical experiences and the best of our ability. 

The 2010 budget was presented to the Board by the Budget and Finance Committee. We authorized its distribution to all owners. There will be a budget hearing on October 22, 2009, at 7:00 PM in our Party Room to hear owner’s comments before the budget’s final approval on Monday, October 26, 2009. Please plan to attend.
I thank the 30+ who attended our Board of Directors’ meeting; your presence is noted and appreciated and thanks to all of the residents that volunteer their time and effort in keeping our building looking good and operating smoothly.

AD HOC DECORATING COMMITTEE

Having a well maintained, functional, and attractive Party Room is important to all of us. 

Accordingly, the Board of Directors has decided to appoint an Ad Hoc Decorating Committee to investigate various options and to make recommendations for the refurbishing of the Party Room (including furniture, carpet/flooring, etc.).

The Ad Hoc Committee will consist of five members. To become a member of this committee, unit owners must complete the application enclosed in this edition of the Vibes and return it to the Association Office.  The form requests that unit owners summarize their experience:
· any experience in interior design or working with a decorator;

· past and current service on committees and organizations both inside and outside of Leisure World;

· any relevant professional experience and/or education.

Committee members must be available to meet on a regular basis during daytime hours and participate in offsite visits to other buildings and designer showrooms.  It is anticipated that the duration of service on the Committee will be 6 to 24 months. 
The Board will review applications and choose committee members.  If you are interested in committee membership, please submit your application to the Association Office no later than 3 PM on Thursday, October 15, 2009.
_________________________________
TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, October 5th at 7:30 PM in the Party Room.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

by Gloria Kitzler

The Vantage Point West Book Discussion Group will meet on Monday, October 19th at 4:00 PM in the Party Room. The book will be, Levi’s Will, by W. Dale Cramer.  It’s the story of Will Mullet, a young man of an Old Order Amish family who, in the 1940s, leaves behind a way of life he’s known all his life to go into the world.  He is as innocent of that new world as a baby, having lived all his previous life in the strictures of his fundamentalist clan. Will painstakingly builds a new life. Eight years later he decides to visit his Amish relatives. Instead of a happy welcome, he comes up against cold tradition!

This is a story of the clash of two completely different cultures and a man’s struggle to reconcile them. The book is available at all County Libraries. All residents are welcome to attend the discussion.

         ______________________________

MORNING COMMUNIQUE’

A Morning Communiqué will be held on Tuesday, October 13th, at 10:00 AM in the Crystal Ballroom of Clubhouse I. The featured speaker will be Oren J. Cohen, M.D., an expert in the field of antiviral drug development who has lectured widely on the H1N1 virus (swine flu). This virus has become widespread on college campuses and threatens to infect a significant portion of the general population. Dr. Cohen will speak about what we can expect at Leisure World followed by a question and answer period. This event is co-sponsored by the INFORCE Club. Details about ticket availability will be published in the Leisure World News. Please contact the E&R Office at 301-598-1300 if you have any questions.
2010 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP SIGN-UP FAIR

There will be a 2010 Committee Membership Sign-Up Fair in the lobby on Tuesday, November 3rd from 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM.  Current Committee Chairpersons and/or representatives will be present to answer questions and have information available. Volunteers interested in joining a committee for 2010 membership should stop by to sign-up.  Light refreshments will be served. 

For all our new residents (and others who want to contribute to life and liveliness in our building), please consider visiting committee meetings for all our committees. There is no obligation.  If you DO decide to join any committee, all you need to do is attend two meetings of that committee and let the chairman know you want to join. There’s a lot of personal satisfaction that comes from knowing you make a difference.
_________________________________

PARTY ROOM PLANTS
by Sue Eckstein, Landscape Committee
These plants were a gift from a former resident. PLEASE DO NOT WATER – staff will handle their upkeep. They will perk up once we make the transition from air conditioning to heat in the Party Room.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited August 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 106,526

Other




$        570 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,640
Total:




$ 109,736

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   58,296

Community Facilities


$   26,255

Mutual Operations


$     3,138

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
             $   11,893
Total:




$   99,582

Surplus (Deficit)           


      $   10,154

Operating Funds


$   27,782

IDI Warranty Funds


$   10,654

Contingency Reserve


$   32,128

Replacement Reserve


$ 933,283

      _________________________________

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

At the last Budget and Finance Committee meeting, the financial reports were reviewed and discussed.  Dawn Gaynor, LWMC Accounting Supervisor, advised that the monthly transfer of the budgeted amount to Reserves ($134,032 divided by 12) is reduced each month by the amount of the Reserve Interest allocated to the Operating Funds ($23,000 divided by 12), so that the full amount of the Reserve Interest (which is already in the Reserve Fund) can be credited to the Reserve Fund.

The Committee also reviewed and discussed the Cash Investment Statement and the difficulties of the low interest rates. 
See Budget & Finance on page 5.

Budget & Finance continued from page 4.

The Committee agreed to redeem the $31,232 CD coming due from Pacific Mercantile Bank and use those funds to purchase a CD for a term of one year at the best rate available.

The fourth Draft of the 2010 Budget was sent to the Board of Directors.  The Budget Hearing will be held on Thursday, October 22nd at 7 PM in the Party Room.

The Committee also sent recommendations to the Board of Directors to allow the Property Manager to purchase new office computer equipment at a cost not to exceed $2,000; and to appoint Richard O’Brien, Jack Pichney, and Sandy Rubin as members of the Budget & Finance Committee for 2009 membership.  
_________________________________

DID YOU KNOW?

Leisure World’s Physical Properties Department (PPD) can provide all of your home service needs.

· Plumbing – leaking faucets and shower drains, drain backups, garbage disposals, and toilet repair/replacement.

· Electrical – Change light bulbs, repair switches, outlets and circuit breakers; install smoke detectors, light fixtures and ceiling fans.

· Carpentry – Repair doors, windows, screens, drywall, cabinets, and counter tops; install new closets, cabinets, counter tops, and ceramic tile.

· Appliances – purchase any new major GE appliance with installation and removal of old appliance included.  Repair all of your major appliances including washer, dryer, dishwasher, refrigerator, and stove.

· Service Agreements – Annual agreements are available to cover maintenance and repair for electrical, plumbing, and standard appliances.

· Do It Yourself Sales – Light bulbs, batteries, smoke alarms, plumbing supplies, filters, appliance parts and carpentry items can be purchased at PPD.

You can also shop from home.  The catalog can be brought to you or, if you prefer, call 301-598-1500, or stop across the street at the PPD Office.
_________________________________

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES DEPARTMENT (PPD)

 ADVISORY COMMITTEE

By Fred Olson, VPW Representative


Did you know that:
· PPD does an annual business of $6 million plus. User fees or charges to customers - - condo owners, Mutuals, and LW Corporation of Maryland - account for 87 percent or $5.2 million. Also included is revenue of $38,400 in 2009 from recycling newspaper and cardboard (thank you for recycling).

· The other 13 percent comes from our Community Facilities Fee for service and subsidies. In 2010, this CFF will be $12.09 per monthly billing unit - - our condo. The largest item here is paying for trash service. The second largest item is street lights.

· PPD employs about 55 people.

· PPD owns a large fleet of vehicles - trash, recycling, and utility trucks, special police cars, handicap vans, specialty vehicles, etc.

THE FILE OF LIFE

by Vlady Rozenbaum, Representative to the
LW Emergency & Preparedness Committee

 

The File of Life is a card, which is kept in a red plastic pocket labeled FILE OF LIFE. The file lists the person's name, emergency medical contacts, insurance policy and social security numbers, health problems, medications, dosages, allergies, recent surgeries, religion, doctor's name, a health care proxy, etc. The plastic pocket has a magnet on the back and should be attached to the outside of the refrigerator. Rescue teams are familiar with the File of Life and the information it can provide. Therefore, it is very important that the File of Life is continually updated when the medications change, other medical conditions occur, and information about the primary doctor, family members, and contact persons change.

The importance of the File of Life cannot be exaggerated. It can be a life-saver as it provides the rescue teams and the hospital with instant medical history (allowing immediate corrective treatment) and warns the medical personnel of any allergies and other important issues that may help to prevent a tragedy. 

In addition, you can create a free personal medical ID wallet card on your computer keyboard by completing the form in the link below, and printing out the final card on your printer. Go to http://www.medids.com/free-id.php
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT
by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met September 10, 2009. The committee chair reminded us to sign up for 2010 if we intend to continue.  She also said that to miss three meetings in a row meant we would be removed from the committee. Each team is to work as a group and submit a report the Monday before the monthly meeting.

A bag of mulch was passed around for us to inspect. It is the type used here at VPW and has proven to stay dark and fresh and not get lumpy and moldy.

Several proposals were approved. One was to remove ivy from around the Administrative building and put in river stone. The ivy was up against the foundation making it damp and harboring rodents. The yews removed from an island behind Clubhouse II will be planted around the transformer near Glen Eagles.

Since trees were removed from several medians near Fairways, we will have to decide what to put in there. Suggestions were for more crepe myrtles or smoke trees.

Each team gave a report. The most interesting was the work on the gate at Norbeck which has already started. There will be brick columns with concrete caps and the gate will be aluminum but will look like wrought iron. It will be maintenance free and secure. We discussed annuals versus perennials and decided that deer resistance was most important.

McFall and Berry is doing normal maintenance and will start to plant the fall flowers soon.

The next meeting will be October 8, 2009.  
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

FALL HVAC INSPECTIONS:  AMD Mechanical Contractors will perform the fall HVAC inspections beginning on Monday, October 5th and will continue through Thursday, October 8th. The technicians will change your furnace filter and inspect your heating system to make sure it is functioning properly for colder weather. Management has sent all residents a schedule by Tiers and AM or PM inspection time. Please call the Association Office if you have any questions.

EXTENDED ABSENCE:  Please inform the Association Office if you will be out of town for three days or more.  It is important for management to know how to contact you and to know who has a key to your apartment in case of an emergency.  

PPD SERVICE CONTRACTS:  Physical Properties Department offers annual service contracts that provide a variety of coverage to our residents for a fixed fee. Residents have received the service contracts under their unit doors. These contracts are an excellent value and residents are encouraged to consider accepting one of the contracts. Please call the Association Office at (301) 598-1050 or PPD at (301) 598-1500 if you have any questions.
_________________________________
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

The Association Office will be closed from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM on Tuesday, October 6th so the staff can attend the Annual LWMC Employee Awards Luncheon.  Please contact the main gate at 301-598-1044 during this time if you have an emergency.
NEIGHBORLY CONCERNS

If you have a concern about the welfare of a neighbor, please inform the Association Office or contact the Main Security Gate (301-598-1044) to request a “welfare check.” It’s a secure and easy service provided by the L.W. Security Department. It is also a good idea to have a “buddy system” in place with a neighbor to look for newspapers in front of unit doors and to leave emergency contact information with them.

_________________________________
KUDOS KORNER:

CONNIE PETERS----VPW GEM!

by Gloria Kitzler

This is to recognize Connie Peters, a new addition to the wonderful VPW Activities Committee. Since Connie has arrived and joined the committee they have outshone themselves even more than usual. The Labor Day Picnic is a case in point. Eighty residents were signed up and, boy, did they get a deal for their $8.00 admission! We were served two kinds of chicken, hot dogs, and Connie went over the top by preparing her own (incredible) potato salad, cole slaw and baked beans!  (Maybe we could get Connie to share her special recipes sometime in the future.)  I haven’t even gotten to the desserts, which were also spectacular. Most of these were prepared by the other Committee members.   It was really a festive evening!

The sub-committee for the Picnic was Judy Jolles, Shirley Liberman, Connie Peters, Sandy Rubin, and Rosalie Silverstein. But the entire Activities Committee is to be commended for all their hard work. We thank the group, so ably headed by Committee Chair Margie Freedenberg, for all your hard work at so many of our events. You all brighten life at VPW.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson

Our Labor Day Picnic was held on Monday, September 7th and a fabulous time was had by all.  Many thanks go to Sandy Rubin and her sub-committee for all of their hard work. A special thank you goes to Connie Peters for her preparation of all the delicious food.


Bingo Nite took place on Wednesday, September 16th.  The lucky winners were: Agnes Abrams, Marilyn Berlinger, Eileen Henchar, Judy Jolles, Marcia Karsh, Dorothy & John Mulloon, and Charles Papuchis.  Thanks to everyone who helped on the sub-committee:  Fred Firnbacher, Roberta Abbett, Muriel Colmen, Judy Jolles, Sylvia Kohrn, Sandy Rubin, and Thelma Wittenberg.  Bingo Nite is held every other month alternating Mondays and Wednesdays.  The next game will be Monday, November 23rd.


Our Fajita/Halloween Party will be held on Saturday, October 31st at 6PM.  Sign-up will be held on Tuesday, October 13th from 4 PM – 5 PM in the lobby. The cost of this event is still being negotiated. Come dressed in your favorite Halloween costume if you wish.  Join us for food, fun and socialization!

MENU:
CHICKEN

STEAK

RICE

BLACK BEANS

SAUTEED PEPPERS & ONIONS

CHIPS, GUACOMOLE, SOUR CREAM, & SALSA

DESSERTS

COLD DRINKS, COFFEE, & TEA
BRING YOUR OWN BEER & WINE.
LABOR DAY PICNIC PHOTOS

Courtesy of Jack Stanton &

 Vlady Rozenbaum
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A Special Note –


Thank you so very much for your caring and support during my hospital stay and recent return home.  I appreciate your best wishes, cards, gifts and flowers that have brightened my days and apartment. Thanks to all once again.                                                               


                       -- Helene Kurtzman (#308)








WELCOME





We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:





Paulette Skalka		   509


Carolyn Sumner		   915


Jacqueline Denuto		 1008
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