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NOVEMBER VPW MEETINGS

Activities:  Thurs, Nov. 12, 10 AM
Board of Directors: Mon, Nov. 23, 10 AM
Budget & Finance:  Thurs, Nov. 19, 1:30 PM

Bldg. & Grounds:  Tues, Nov. 10, 10 AM
Communications:  Mon, Nov. 9, 10 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS
2010 Committee Sign-Up Fair: Tues, Nov. 3, 
3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in the Lobby

Coffee & Lecture:  Tues, Nov. 10, 2 PM
Holiday Cocktail Party Sign-Up:  Tues, Nov. 17, 
3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in the Lobby
Bingo Nite:  Mon, Nov. 23, 7:30 PM
Holiday Cocktail Party: Sat, Dec. 5, 7 PM
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TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, December 7th at 7:30 PM in the Party Room.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!
KUDOS AND THANK YOUs!!

by Sue Eckstein
The new Annual Report from Manna Food Center lists Vantage Point West Condominium right up there with some very well known names as a “Generous Community” that contributed more than 500 pounds of food. We have donated over 800 pounds!

With the hard economic times, even so-called “wealthy” Montgomery County experienced a 43% increase in households who needed assistance in FY09 over FY08.  Remember the article in a recent Washington Post about the lady in the SUV who came by not to contribute but to pick up assistance and cried because she needed it and was not there to contribute?

Thank you all residents for your contributions to our basket and special thank you to the Activities Committee and to Fred and Marjory Olson who so faithfully deliver the food.

The new (and easier to reach) Manna Food Warehouse is located at 9311 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg, MD – right off Shady Grove Road. Should you be coming from your COSTCO run and want to add to Vantage Point West’s donation, stop by the Party Room and add yours to the collection basket.

________________________

COMCAST
Notices were recently mailed out by Comcast indicating that customers need to obtain digital converter boxes.  The majority of our VPW residents have previously obtained the digital converter boxes. Please contact Comcast at 
301-920-9951 if you are unsure if you have one or if you need one.
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

It’s November and the days are getting colder. Most residents have already had our HVAC systems inspected by AMD Mechanical Contractors. If your unit was missed, the make-up day is scheduled for November 17th.

The Board approved the following items at the October Board meeting: 

· Sylvia Kohrn was appointed to the Activities Committee for 2009 membership.

· The Building & Grounds Committee recommendation to purchase a five foot bike rack to be placed in the P-Level Garage near stairwell #1.

· The Covenants Committee recommendation to rescind General Resolution No. 2003-5 which prohibits membership on more than one of the Vantage Point West standing committees, and approve the following General Resolutions:

1. Membership on more than one Vantage Point West standing committee must be approved by the Board of Directors.
2. An individual may serve as Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson of only one standing committee at a time unless otherwise approved by the Board of Directors.

· The Ad Hoc Party Room Decorating Committee was appointed:  Alma Melcher (Chairperson), Muriel Colmen, Judy Feldman, Dolores Jacobs, Connie Peters, Matlee Yadin, and Neil Ross (Board Liaison).

· The revised 2010 budget approved as presented.

· The 2010 Management & Operating agreement with LWMC was approved.

· The Board approved a motion to charge owners for copies of Association documents at a cost not to exceed $0.50 per page.

· Holiday gifts for the staff and cleaning personnel will be handled as in past years, on an individual basis. A locked box will be located in the Association Office, and a list of names and envelopes will be provided.
· The Association Office will be closed the Friday after Thanksgiving.

The Board thanks the volunteers on the Budget & Finance Committee and our Property Manager, Alisia Madariaga, for their fine work on the 2010 budget!


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to participate in the Leisure World Strategic Planning Committee focus groups.  Please contact the Association Office at 301-598-1050 if you are interested or would like to obtain more information.
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

MAIL:  VPW welcomes Brenda, our new mail carrier!  If you are going to be out of town and will need a hold on your mail, you may leave a hand written note in your mailbox.  Residents are welcome to come see Brenda if assistance is needed with a change of address, forwarding mail, or  any other mail service question.
Please check your address on your mail to make sure it is complete with your unit number.  Contact the sender to provide any missing information if needed.  Be sure to double check you mail prior to opening it in case you received your neighbor’s mail by mistake.  If this is the case, you should place any mail that is not your own in the very back of your mailbox to alert Brenda.

UNIT INSPECTIONS:  Management encourages residents to inspect their units regularly (once a week) for any water leaks.  This includes inspecting your HVAC closet, humidifiers, bathroom fixtures, washing machine, kitchen sink, and sprinklers. If you notice water on the floor or carpet under the sprinklers, please call the Association Office immediately or the Main Security Gate at (301) 598-1044.

ENTRY DOORS:  Residents are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers. All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers. Please help keep our building secure.

BULLETIN BOARDS:  Residents are reminded to periodically check the three bulletin boards for important information. Memorandums from Management, meeting agendas, the monthly calendar, and publicity for building functions are posted on the lobby bulletin boards. Items for sale and publicity for non mutual functions are posted on the basement bulletin board.

LUGGAGE CARTS:  We have two luggage carts stored in the P-Level lobby available for residents to use. Please do not use them to move furniture or other heavy items as they are not designed to handle this type of weight load. Visiting children should also be reminded to not play on the luggage carts. Please return the carts immediately after use so that they will always be available to everyone. Residents are asked to please remind visiting guests of the above information.

RESIDENT & VISITOR RULE REMINDERS:  Please be aware and inform your visitors of the following rule reminders:

· All persons shall be properly attired when appearing in any common area of the building.

· Pizza boxes should be placed in your regular trash in a securely tied plastic bag before they are thrown down the trash chute. Pizza boxes are NOT recyclable.

· Please turn on your exhaust fans in the kitchen when cooking to help alleviate odors permeating through the hallways and into other units.

· Drive slowly and watch for people walking on our property and walking through the garage areas.

MAINTENANCE TIPS

Residents are asked to be aware of any leaking faucets or plumbing fixtures, and have them repaired promptly. Also check to see if your toilet is continuously running.  Although you may not see a monthly water bill, leaks and unnecessary usage show on the water bill paid by the Association.

Remember to clean the grease filter in your microwave or in your range hood above the stove periodically. The filter can be cleaned by allowing it to soak in soapy water or carefully place it in the dishwasher with your regular dishes.
Also remember to clean and/or vacuum your heat lamp fixtures in the bathroom periodically (after the bulb has been removed). 
2010 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

SIGN-UP FAIR

There will be a 2010 Committee Membership Sign-Up Fair in the lobby on Tuesday, November 3rd from 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM. Current Committee Chairpersons and/or representatives will be present to answer questions and have information available. Volunteers interested in joining a committee for 2010 membership should stop by to sign-up. Light refreshments will be served. 

        _______________________________
Hello, Neighbor!

by Gloria Kitzler, Communications Committee Vice-Chairperson

The VIBES has received many kudos from our residents from time to time. We really appreciate your welcome comments. We love hearing from you!  If you have comments or would like to submit items to include in the VIBES please leave them in our Communications Committee box in the Office. If you have a recipe or household hint to share, if you’ve found a good deal somewhere, or have a good place to visit in the area, these are especially welcomed by our readers. Don’t be shy---be a contributor!

We of the Communications Committee would be thrilled to include some new members on our Committee. We are currently below our established limit. You don’t have to be a writer to join us. We need ideas and input. An excellent time to explore this is to visit our table at the Committee Membership sign-up Fair. Come talk to us and get idea of what our committee does. You can sign up at that time or come and visit one of our meetings (no obligation).

Please consider joining us NOW!
NOVEMBER BOOK DISCUSSION

by Gloria Kitzler

The VPW Book Discussion Group will meet on Monday, November 16th at 4:00 PM in the Party Room. The book is, “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society,” by Janet Shaffer. It takes place in the Channel Islands off the coast of England during World War II.  At this time the island is occupied by the Nazis. The local people must learn to cope with the difficult conditions. A connection is made with an English author and a wonderful correspondence takes place which is beneficial to all.  

The libraries have copies.  All residents are welcome.
_______________________________
ESPECIALLY FOR DIABETICS!

Diabetics, their spouses, friends, caregivers, and anyone else who is interested is invited to the next meeting of the Leisure World Diabetes Support Group which will be on Thursday, November 19, 2009, in Clubhouse I from 10:30 to 11:30. The speaker will be Karen Basinger, Leisure World nutritionist, who will discuss surviving the holidays. 

Please be aware that the Diabetes Support Group meets on the third Thursday of most months of the year. Mid-winter months (December, January and February) are usually skipped. 

So, come one, come all to the November meeting and maybe you will find material of help in controlling your illness – or at least, some nuggets of interest for you or someone you know.

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited September 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee



$ 106,461

Other




$     9,804 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Interest Earned-RES


$     2,341
Total:




$ 118,606

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   64,427

Community Facilities


$   26,255

Mutual Operations


$     3,397

Reserve Transfers Plus Interest
$   11,594
Total:




$  105,673

Surplus (Deficit)                  

$    12,933

Operating Funds


$   47,703

IDI Warranty Funds


$   10,654

Contingency Reserve


$   32,147

Replacement Reserve


$ 944,857

_________________________
VANTAGE POINT WEST WEBSITE
by Vlady Rozenbaum, Webmaster

Our website is in the process of transition to another Internet hosting service. The one we have been using at Yahoo has been terminated as of October 26.
We will announce the completion of our new site, which will have a new look, in the near future.  
www.vantagepointwest.com

NEW FACES AT VPW

by Gloria Kitzler

We’ve had many move-ins lately.  First, we introduce Norma and Joshua Justin who have taken up residence in unit 803. The Justins come from New York City.  Norma taught in public school and later worked at Mt. Sinai Medical Center. When she retired, she volunteered as a docent at the Bronx Zoo. Joshua is a chemist. He worked at Perkin, Elmer and Merck. He volunteered for 13 years at the New York Botanical Gardens. Norma and Joshua moved here to be closer to their children.  They have a daughter in Maryland, a son in Virginia and two grandchildren.

Next meet the friendly folks in unit 506. They are Rena and Herbert Morris. They moved from their home in Potomac to Leisure World where they rented for a year in Villa Cortese. They decided to make their Leisure World home in Vantage Point West. Rena came to Washington from New Jersey. Herb arrived from Iowa. They met at a Temple dance. Both worked for the Federal Government at the Department of Health & Human Services on Parklawn Drive. When Herb retired he started an antique shop in Kensington. Now they are both officially retired. The Morrises like to go antiquing. Herb enjoys the gym and Rena likes to swim. They have 3 children---2 boys and a girl. Two of the kids live in the area and one lives in San Francisco.  

We welcome our new residents and hope they have many happy times at VPW.  If you see them around, make them feel welcome.
TENNIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Jack Melnick, VPW Representative
This is a report of the October 7, 2009, meeting of the Leisure World Community Corporation Tennis Advisory Committee (TAC). Several items of interest to the tennis players of our Mutual were discussed:

To help solve the drainage problems with courts 
1 and 2, a new trench was dug and drainage pipes installed. How effective this will be can only be measured next Spring when the water table rises.

The TAC Committee reviewed a new type of tennis surface installed at courts in Annapolis, MD. The new surface should be softer underfoot, offer slower bounces and provide better water leak protection. The surface costs are within the budget allocated for resurfacing courts #1 and #2. Resurfacing these old courts, #1 and #2, is in the improvements budget for 2010. Hopefully, the drainage improvements as in #1 above, should correct the high water table, high pressure leaks on the court surface.

A stripe will be painted on the edge of the steps leading from the ground to the first landing of the Gazebo area to provide better visibility and better safety.

The court rollers will be replaced in the Spring. Everyone who uses the rollers should be made aware that they must be hung back on the screen after use, otherwise the rollers become flattened and cracked.

The next TAC meeting is scheduled November 4, 2009, and I will report if there are items of interest at that time.

LEISURE WORLD 

RESTAURANT COMMITTEE

by Janice Berger, VPW Representative

Finally I have good news. As of October 1st, Ed Richardson took over controlling interest in all three Leisure World restaurants and the catering department. Ed has many good ideas and it will take some time to implement them; but from what I hear, they will be worth waiting for.

The Friday and Saturday Night Buffet will return in the next several weeks. They will keep the price around $16. I encourage residents to check it out. It won’t be the same old stuff.

The Sunday Brunch is now from 9 AM until 1 PM and includes bagels, lox, cream cheese and blintzes. The price is $9.95.

Two of Ed Richardson’s friends, both of whom are in the food service business, have come in to help with the catering. They are also planning a “Deli Day” sometime in the future.

I feel very good about the new things to come. Please give our restaurants a new chance and as always let me hear about your impressions.

_______________________________
WINDOW SCREEN REPAIR

Window screens should no longer be dropped off at Physical Properties Department (PPD). If window re-screening is needed, a work order can be called in at PPD (301-598-1500) and someone will pick the screens up from you. There will not be a price difference in the charge for the pick-up. Window re-screening charges are:

· $45 for two screens.

· $69 for three screens.

· $48 for a sliding screen door.

LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
In our of meeting October 8, 2009, each of the four teams reported on a certain area.  Some of the more interesting ideas were to widen the walk from the main parking lot to Clubhouse I and make it a promenade; then lower or remove the wall around the Bistro and put in a patio with tables and chairs for outdoor eating. Another team suggested bushes instead of flowers outside the new Norbeck Gate to discourage theft. The red team would like ornamental grasses for the Bedford Slope, but that area is due to get a low wall first to hold back the soil. In the Hyde Park area we may have a beaver as one tree has been chewed. The last team reported that the yews taken from behind Clubhouse II have been moved to shield the transformers near Glen Eagles Drive.

Mr. Ellis was asked to again notify Bedford Court to please maintain its side of the fence.  This is something that needs to be done on a regular basis, not once a year.

Several teams mentioned dead branches and they are being removed. The medians near Fairways will get three crepe myrtles and two ginkgos shortly.

Before the next meeting in November, Joe Simone from McFall and Berry will discuss ideas for spring flowers.
_______________________________

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 1st. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night.  

It is also a good time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.  Please contact the Association Office if you need assistance with changing your smoke detector batteries.
BUS CHANGES

by Marge Olson, Security & Transportation Committee Representative


Do you sing Am I Blue in the shower? Then you’re a lucky girl or guy! Beginning Monday, Nov. 2, VPW will be served by the BLUE route, picking up passengers at our front door a little later than previously. The new BLUE route schedule was printed in the Oct. 20 issue of L.W. News; copies are also available in the E&R Office or from the bus driver. Please remember that all times are approximate, and be positioned in the lobby, ready to board the bus, earlier than the printed time. Until BLUE becomes automatic for you, be careful to get on the BLUE bus at Club I or Leisure World Plaza, where all three busses meet.

These route changes were made by the Security & Transportation Advisory Committee because of an imbalance of ridership on two routes, resulting in crowding on several of the 10 daily trips. In addition, there are an increasing number of riders using walkers or canes; boarding/de-boarding takes longer for these riders. The new schedule should reduce crowding and delays. A reminder: Passengers must be able to both board and de-board the bus unassisted, and carry no more packages than they can handle safely. The bus driver is not permitted to assist a rider.

On Saturdays however, when only two bus routes operate, VPW is still served by the GREEN route. Remember that Winter Hours begin Saturday, Nov. 7, with busses running from 10 AM to 2 PM, giving you a lovely chance for lunch at Leisure World Plaza, free from worries about your car being dinged in the parking lot, or having to decide who will be the designated driver. Winter Hours are in effect until Daylight Savings Time begins in March.

If you have questions, please contact me at 
301-598-0511.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson


Our Fajita/Halloween Party will be held on Saturday, October 31st at 6PM.  Tickets are still available.  Please contact Sandy Rubin at

301-438-6201 or Shirley Liberman at

301-438-8877. Come dressed in your favorite Halloween costume if you wish.  Join us for food, fun and socializing!

There will be a Coffee & Lecture on Tuesday, November 10th at 2 PM to discuss the Lifeline program available to residents, along with other speakers from the Medical Center and the Chairperson of the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee.  The cost will be $1.00 per person to offset the cost of refreshments.

Bingo Nite is held every other month alternating Mondays and Wednesdays.  Come to our Bingo Nite on Monday, November 23rd at 7:30 PM.  A flyer and a sign-up sheet will be posted near the mail boxes on November 9th. 

The Sunshine Committee would appreciate being informed of any sick, shut-in, hospitalized neighbor, or family member of Vantage Point West.  We would like to send a card of cheer, get well, sympathy, etc. to those in need.  Please contact one of the following members:

Lisa Friedman
(301) 598-2157
Anna Heath     
(301) 438-8048
Sylvia Kohrn

(301) 438-8388
Helen Schwartz 
(301) 598-4976

DID YOU KNOW?

Residents can email the Association Office at alisiavpw@verizon.net or kristavpw@gmail.com.
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
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WELCOME





We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:





Steven & Naomi Kline	517





MARK YOUR CALENDARS





The Holiday Cocktail Party sign-up will be held on Tuesday, November 17th from 


3:30 PM – 4:30 PM in the lobby.  The cost is $12 per person. Entertainment will be provided. Please see the insert in this edition of the Vibes for more information.
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