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MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

Coffee & Lecture:  Tues, March 3, 2:00 PM
Brunch Sign-Up:  Wed, March 11, 4:00 PM
Book Club:  Mon, March 16, 4:00 PM
Bingo Nite:  Mon, March 23, 7:30 PM

Brunch:  Sun, March 29, 11:00 AM

MARCH VPW MEETINGS
Activities:  Thurs, March 12, 10:00 AM
Board of Directors: Mon, March 23, 10:00 AM
Budget & Finance:  Thurs, March 19, 10:00 AM

Bldg. & Grounds: Tues, March 10, 10:00 AM
Communications:  Mon, March 9, 10:00 AM

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

Another month has passed and I again thank our 10 to 12 regulars who attended our Board of Directors’ meeting, your presence is noted and appreciated. 

This months Board meeting was again a short one. The Board received the Activities Committee’s proposed schedule of events for 2009. They are  planning a number of new and interesting events, starting with a Sunday Brunch, a Deli Night, a Fajita Party, a new format for our annual Holiday Celebration, continuing monthly Bingo Nights,  and an Atlantic City Trip as well as various Coffee and Lecture programs. Thanks are extended to Margie Freedenberg and all of the Activities Committee for their hard work in coming up with this great schedule. The Board encourages all residents to participate in the scheduled events. 

The Board was informed that the bus schedule will be modified to allow for longer stops at each mutual and that referral non-invasive cardiac related testing will soon be offered at the Leisure World Medical Center. 

Also, that Page 3 of the Leisure World News will be devoted to a “Community Information Page,” containing agendas and information regarding upcoming meetings of Advisory and Executive Committee meetings as well Leisure World Board Meetings.

Important!! It has come to my attention that not all of the residents of Leisure World and possibly VPW, whether owner of renter, have home owner’s or renter’s insurance policies. Without such a policy you could be devastated by a water leak or other disaster, lose all or most of your personal property and not be able to recover. If you have questions regarding your coverage, please ask your insurance agent or someone knowledgeable.  (See Insurance article on page 2.)
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LIFELINE

Did you know that Leisure World of Maryland Corporation offers residents an Emergency Response System?  This Emergency Response System, better known as LIFELINE, has been in existence in the community for a number of years.  Since this program was first introduced to residents, it has had an overwhelming impact on the lives of those residents who have the LIFELINE in their home.  LIFELINE is a valuable aid for anyone of any age who lives alone or who has health problems. 

The LIFELINE RESPONSE SYSTEM is used to alert the Main Security Gate that you have an emergency within your home and you cannot call for help on the telephone.  Pressing a small button that is worn around the neck that sends a signal to the Main Security Gate activates this system.  Security will contact you by calling on the telephone, and you will respond by talking through your communicator (similar to an intercom) that is installed in your unit and connected to a telephone.  Once this signal has been answered, you know that help is on the way. 

If you would like more information on the LIFELINE PROGRAM, please contact the Lifeline Coordinator, Phyllis Palmer, at 301-598-1329, in the Medical Center. 
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

by Gloria Kitzler

The Vantage Point West Book Discussion Group will meet on Monday, March 16th at 4PM in the Party Room. The book selection for March will be, “Never Let Me Go”, by Kazuo Ishiguro.  Our discussion leader will be Selma Rothenberg.  All residents are invited to attend.

The story begins in an idyllic setting in the English countryside where a group of children are given a happily sheltered childhood.  As the children reach adulthood and leave their happy childhood behind, the true purpose of their lives in the larger world is revealed.
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UNIT OWNERS PERSONAL INSURANCE RESPONSIBILITY 

by Elisabeth Hargreaves, Secretary, VPW Board of Directors; and Chairperson, 
L.W. Insurance Advisory Committee

As a resident, you should be aware that the Master Policy does not eliminate the need for individual unit owners to purchase Personal Insurance. To be adequately insured see or talk to your agent and discuss your personal homeowners (HO-6) policy. This policy covers personal effects (furniture, clothing, and other household items) and the repair costs not covered under the Master Policy or the deductible portion under the Master Policy assessed to an individual unit owner.  Some Insurance Companies show deductible assessment coverage under Buildings and Alterations coverage in your policy.  A unit owner is liable up to the first $5,000 of damage.  Therefore, it is recommended that unit owners purchase a minimum of $5,000.00 or more based on the recent legislative changes in the Maryland Condominium Act. The cost of this coverage is relatively small.

The Personal Insurance Policy also carries liability coverage to defend the owner against any claim arising from accidental occurrences within their unit. This coverage only covers claims from visitors to your unit; persons residing in your unit are not covered.

Your Agent should be able to advise you on and explain to you your HO-6 policy coverage.  This is a reminder to make unit owners aware of insurance requirements.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson
The Valentine’s Day Dessert Party took place on Saturday, February 14th.  Jacob Perry provided the entertainment while we indulged in delicious desserts.  Many thanks go to Anna Heath and Muriel Colmen, Co-Chairpersons, and their sub-committee for all of their hard work.  
Our Coffee & Lecture program will resume on Tuesday, March 3rd, at 2:00 PM.  We will have Ginny Bronaugh, L.W. Medical Center Administrator, and Myrna Cooperstein, L.W. Social Worker, speak on the current and new services available at the L.W. Medical Center.  Refreshments will be served.  There is a sign-up sheet posted in the lobby near the mailboxes for those interested in attending.  
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Come to our Bingo Nite on Monday, March 23rd at 7:30PM.  A flyer and a sign-up sheet will be posted near the mail boxes on March 9th.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 29th at 11AM for our first VPW Sunday Brunch!  Enjoy prepared omelets by Mr. Omelette along with other delicious foods.  The cost is $16 per person.  The sign-up will be on Wednesday, March 11th from 4PM – 5PM in the Lobby.  Details are listed on the flyers posted in the building.  

As you can see, the Committee is striving to plan varied activities for your enjoyment.  Try us – you’ll be happy you did!
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 LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE
The Landscape Committee would like to remind residents about the landscape account maintained by the Association for voluntary donations from residents.  These donations will be used to beautify the area around the building.  
[image: image15.jpg]



[image: image16.png]



TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, April 13th at 7:30 PM.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!
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SEASONAL REMINDER
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March 8th is the start of Daylight Savings Time.  In addition to turning your clocks one hour forward, you are reminded to change the backup batteries in your smoke detectors.  Changing these batteries on a regular basis is essential to maintaining building safety.  If you need help in changing the batteries, call the Physical Properties Department or Association Office.


TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited January 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee**


$ 106,500

Other



$            0

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$          33

Interest Earned-RES

$     3,165
Total:



$ 109,698

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   79,045

Community Facilities

$   27,335

Mutual Operations


$     4,067

Res. Interest Transfers

$     3,165
Reserve Transfers


$     9,253
Total:



$ 122,865

Surplus (Deficit)               ($   13,167)

Operating Funds

$   46,062
IDI Warranty Funds
$   10,654
Contingency Reserve
$   31,923
Replacement Reserve
$ 849,083

** Includes Contribution to Reserves
BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the January financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  

The Cash Investment Statement was reviewed and the Committee discussed the problems with obtaining higher interest rates in a recession environment.

The 2008 Draft Audit will be discussed at the next Budget and Finance Committee on Thursday, March 19th at 10AM.  


LEISURE WORLD COMMUNITY INFORMATION BOARD

In an effort to improve communication between the LWMC Board of Directors and residents of the community, management has installed an informational notice board in the south wing of Clubhouse I, which is dedicated to LWMC activity.  Agendas of LWMC Board & Executive Committee meetings, along with the agendas of the monthly meetings of the LW advisory committees, will be posted on the board.


FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

DELIVERIES, MOVES & CONTRACTORS:  Please remember to call the Association Office to schedule all deliveries, moves, and contractor work.  All deliveries, moves, and contract work must be performed Monday – Friday from 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM, excluding holidays.  The building only has one freight elevator for all 200 units to share.  Please reserve the elevator to prevent your delivery, movers, and/or contractors from being turned away. 

UNIT KEYS:  If you lock yourself out of your unit, please be aware that the cost of having Security bring a key to residents is $20.  It is a good idea to leave a spare key to your unit with a neighbor to avoid paying this fee.  

UNIT INSPECTIONS:  Management encourages residents to inspect their units regularly for any water leaks.  This includes inspecting your HVAC closet, bathroom fixtures, washing machine, kitchen sink, and sprinklers.  If you notice water on the floor or carpet under the sprinklers, please call the Association Office immediately or the Main Security Gate at (301) 598-1044.

CLEANING TIPS:  Remember to clean the grease filter in your microwave or in your range hood above the stove periodically.  The filter can be cleaned by allowing it to soak in soapy water or carefully place it in the dishwasher with your regular dishes.

Also, remember to clean and/or vacuum your heat lamp fixtures (after the bulb has been removed) in the bathroom periodically. 

LEISURE WORLD BUS SCHEDULE

by Marjory Olson, Mutual Representative, 

L.W. Security & Transportation Advisory Committee

Effective 3/2/09, recommendations approved by the Security & Transportation Committee will be implemented.  The Green Line route will be reduced from 13 to 10 trips and each duration will be 30 to 40 minutes.  These changes will improve service and allow an extended period of time to complete a route.  Copies of the revised schedule are posted on the lobby bulletin board and available in the Association Office.


REMINDER

The lobby camera channel is on channel 955 and the Leisure World community channel is on channel 952.
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RESTAURANT ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

By Janice Berger, Mutual Representative

At the February Restaurant Committee meeting, Kevin Flannery, Leisure World General Manager, advised us that during the clean-up in the Cascade Room they found some damage to the floor in the waitress service area.  A new floor will be put down in that area.

The Cascade Room will be open for the St. Patrick’s Day buffet, even if it’s not ready to be open permanently.  Corn beef and cabbage dinner will be available in the Stein Room and Terrace Room.

Twelve to Fifteen new chairs were purchased for the Stein Room.

On page three of the next Leisure World Newspaper, will be an article explaining the restaurant contract and how it works.  The article will be under the “Community Information”.

There will be a tasting of holiday foods for the Mutual holiday parties.  The Activities Committee will be asked to pick two representatives to attend.

Bagels are now available at the Sunday buffet in the Cascade Room.  Each week there will be new lunch specials.  You can check the menu board in Clubhouse I or you can call to see what the special of the day

Please feel free to call me with any ideas or suggestions (301-598-8876). 

March is Women’s History Month!
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ATLANTIC CITY TRIP





The Activities Committee has reserved a bus through Eyre Travel for a day trip to Atlantic City on Tuesday, May 5th.


Sign-up will be held in April and more details will follow.
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