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JUNE VPW MEETINGS
ACTIVITIES:  Thurs, June 11, 10:00 AM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS/

  ORGANIZATIONAL: Mon, June 22, 10:00 AM
BUDGET & FINANCE:  Thurs, June 18, 10:00 AM
BLDG. & GROUNDS:  Tues, June 9, 10:00 AM
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mon, June 8, 10:00 AM

ANNUAL MEETING:  Wed, June 17, 

Registration begins at 6:15 PM
UPCOMING EVENTS

RESIDENTIAL HVAC SEMINAR:  

Thurs, June 4, 2:00 PM

DELI NITE SIGN-UP:  Mon, June 8, 
4:00 PM to 5:00 PM in Lobby
TRIVIA NIGHT:  Mon, June 8, 7:30 PM
BOOK CLUB:  Mon, June 15, 4:00 PM
DELI NIGHT:  Sat, June 27, 6:00 PM
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

Meet the Candidates Night has passed and hopefully many of you attended. Now you have to decide on which three of the five candidates you will vote for. All are qualified and most have served our Association in numerous positions over the last eight years. All owners should express their opinions by voting, either in person or by proxy.  

 

Our annual meeting will be held at 7:00 PM in the Activities Room of Clubhouse II on June 17, 2009. We will elect three board members that evening. If you anticipate having difficulty in getting to or from the annual meeting venue, please call Alisia or Krista in the Management Office so that arrangements can be made for transportation. 

Jet washing of the kitchen drain lines and garage cleanings will take place on:

Tuesday, June 2nd for Phase I -
Residents in parking spaces 1-82 thru 1-106 in the lobby level garage and 1-01, 1-10,

1-15, 1-17, 1-58, 1-118, 1-119, G-1 & G-2 in the P-level garage will be required to move their cars & golf carts to outside parking areas from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

            

Wednesday, June 3rd for Phase II -

Residents in parking spaces 1-62 thru 1-81 & 1-107 thru 1-112 in the lobby level garage and 1-22, 1- 26, 1-39, 1- 43, 1-44 & 1-45  in the P-level garage will be required to move their cars & golf carts to outside parking areas from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Please remove all shopping carts and other items from your parking space to prevent damage to them.

See PRESIDENT p.2

PRESIDENT from p. 1

At this month’s meeting, the Board approved having a Residential HVAC Accessories Seminar on Thursday, June 4th at 2:00 PM in the Party Room presented by AMD Mechanical Contractors, our common area and residential HVAC contractor. We also approved notifying our management company (LWMC) of our desire to continue joining Leisure World in the three year renewal of the McFall & Berry landscape contract.

Just a short comment about our finances: Last November we approved a budget with a projected deficit built into it and furthermore supplemented revenues by allocating a portion of the interest earned on our reserve funds to operations. We are currently running at that projected deficit. However, our current year to date (April 30, 2009) expenditure is less than projected by $9,475. This is not to say that this trend will continue, only an update on our current position. We know that our utility bills will be increasing due to rate changes effective July 1st 2009, and that our building maintenance, administrative and other costs will also increase somewhat. We can only budget based on our current activities, our sister hi-rises’ historical experiences and to the best of our ability. 

I again thank our 10 to 12 regulars who attended our Board of Directors’ meetings; your presence is noted and appreciated and thanks to all of the residents that volunteer their time and effort in keeping our building operating smoothly and looking good.
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ELECTIONS COMMITTEE

by Jack Stanton, Chairperson

On May 22nd, the Elections Committee mailed out to all unit owners the Annual Meeting Notice along with biographical data from unit owners who are interested in running for a position on the Board of Directors.  

The Annual Meeting of the Council of Unit Owners of Vantage Point West will be held on Wednesday, June 17th at 7:00 PM in the Activities Room at Clubhouse II to elect three (3) unit owners to serve on the Board of Directors.  Please note that registration begins at 6:15 PM and closes at 7:00 PM when the meeting is called to order.
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BEDDING COLLECTION

You may have noticed the article in the Leisure World News among the “Brief  Notes” on page 4. It refers to a local charity assisting families moving out of shelters and into apartments. 

If you have any bedding (not towels) that is in good condition and which you no longer need or use, Marjory and Fred Olson would be willing to take it to the Interfaith Chapel for you. Put your sheets, pillowcases, blankets, pillows, etc. in a plastic bag and tie it securely. You can call the Olsons at 301-598-0511 or email them at flomoo@erols.com to arrange a pick-up.
LWCC OPEN FORUM MEETING

There will be an Open Forum Meeting for the residents of Leisure World held on Saturday, June 20th, at 1:30 PM in the Auditorium in Clubhouse II.  This is in compliance with the Maryland Homeowners Association Act.

This will be a meeting for residents to voice their opinions regarding trust issues such as security, classes, medical center, management services, etc. and not individual Mutual issues.

Please contact the management office if you have any questions.
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ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson

The Atlantic City Trip was very successful and a great time was had by everyone. Many thanks go to Hymie Rosenberg for the amazing job he did along with Rose & Bernie Hollander, Jerry Lake, Carole Rosenberg, Sandy Rubin, and Ellen Zweig helping with the serving of breakfast and assisting the sub-committee.

Bingo Nite took place on Wednesday, May 20th. The lucky winners were: Marilyn Berlinger, Betty Blick, Elsie Budman, Muriel Colmen, Sara Dick, Betsy Firnbacher, Dottie Jacobs, Martha Lehman, Florence Mudrick, Dorothy Mulloon, Thelma Wittenberg, and Midge Van Albert.  As you know, Bingo Nite is held every other month alternating Mondays and Wednesdays.  The next game will be Monday, July 27th.

Our Deli Party will be held on Saturday, June 27th at 6 PM.  Catering will be provided by Brooklyn Deli.  There will be a sign-up held on Monday, June 8th from 4 PM – 5 PM in the lobby.  Make your reservations early because this event is usually a sellout. The cost will be $16 per person.  The menu is posted on the bulletin boards.  Please contact Hymie Rosenberg at 301-598-6871 if you have any questions.

The 4th of July is fast approaching, so get out your walking shoes, your golf carts, and/or any other means of transportation appropriate for the Leisure World Annual July 4th Parade. Look for the sign-up sheet near the mailboxes.  Contact the Association Office for further information.

The Activities Committee approved the modification of the monthly calendar of activities.  We will now have Bridge/Game Night at 7 PM on Thursday evenings in the Party Room due to the lack of interest in playing only bridge.  A sign-up sheet will continue to be posted in the lobby by the mailboxes for bridge and also other games for those interested.  Feel free to join us!

Please only sign-up for activities which you plan to attend.  The Committee is discovering that some residents are signing up for all functions and not attending.  Thank you for helping us plan our events accordingly.


BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP TO DISCUSS 

THE DAUGHTER OF TIME
by Gloria Kitzler

 The VPW Book Discussion group will meet on Monday, June 15th at 4:00 PM. The book will be Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey. It is a short mystery (200 pages) dealing with an alternative look at the villainous Richard the Third. The book discussion group is open to all residents of VPW. This should be fun for all, especially history buffs. MCPL has plenty of copies. Check one out, read it and join us for a lively meeting. Three Cups of Tea was postponed due to lack of available copies at the library.
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
The Sunshine Committee (Sub-Committee of the Activities Committee) would appreciate being informed of any sick, shut-in, hospitalized neighbor or family member of Vantage Point West.  We would like to send a card of cheer, get well, sympathy, etc.
Please contact one of the following members:


Anna Heath     
(301) 438-8048


Helen Schwartz 
(301) 598-4976


CHECK YOUR FRONT LOAD WASHER

by Gloria Kitzler

If  you have a washer that loads from the front (instead of the top) it’s possible that you have mold growth in the gasket around the door.  The manual for the washer says nothing about this problem, but a friend read about it in “The Washington Post” and passed the information on to me.

The remedy for the mold situation is to first run a load of hot water (empty) with about a half to a full cup of bleach (diluted in  2 cups of water).  After the washer cycle is complete, open the door and with a rag or paper towels rub the inside of the gasket until the gray yucky stuff is all gone.  (It’s also a good idea to run one more empty load after this process is finished so that the washer is completely free of bleach).


REPORT OF THE PHYSICAL PROPERTIES COMMITTEE

by Fred Olson. VPW Rep., PPD Committee

The Physical Properties Committee of the Leisure World Community Corporation observes the operations of 12 LW Departments (Cost Centers). These include:

40 Physical Properties Management,

42
Special Projects,

43
Refuse/Recycling,

45
Vehicle Maintenance,

50
Janitorial Contracts,

52
After-Hours,

53
Electrical,

54
Plumbing,

55
Building Maintenance (Carpentry),

56
Heating and Air Conditioning,

57
Appliance, and

70
Street and Walk Light 
Maintenance.

As part of the $135 of your monthly condo fee in 2009, which goes to Leisure World, $11.43 pays for Physical Properties Management, Refuse/Recycling, and Street and Walk Light Maintenance. All other Departments are financed by user fees.

Other PPD Committee activities include:  reviewing the maintenance and repair plans of all Trust Facilities; and the 5-Year Maintenance Plan for Trust Facilities.


LEISURE WORLD SUPPORT GROUPS

Our Community offers for our benefit several support groups. They are listed in the bimonthly Leisure World News.  Among them are the Diabetes Support Group which meets on the third Thursday of most months in Clubhouse 1 at 10:30 AM and usually has guest speakers; the Alzheimer Caregivers Support Group which meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 3 PM in the Interfaith Chapel library; and the LW Stroke Group which meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 1:30 PM in Clubhouse 1. Check the “Brief Notes” section of the News for other groups and additional information. You might find these groups useful in your life.

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by John Lynch, Chairperson

At the May meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, the Committee approved the purchase of two new “Do Not Enter” signs at the driveway entrance at the written request of a unit owner.  The current signs are small and not visible.

The Committee also discussed and approved the three year LWMC community contract extension with McFall & Berry for landscape/snow removal services.

A representative from AMD Mechanical Contractors attended the Committee meeting and presented four residential HVAC accessories offered at a bulk rate to be purchased by residents. AMD Mechanical Contractors will hold a seminar on June 4th at 2:00 PM in the Party Room explaining the available residential HVAC accessories. Please contact the Management Office for further information.

The Committee reviewed the proposed 2010 Budget request for Exterior Grounds Beautification/Maintenance and authorized the Landscape Sub-Committee to modify the 2010 Budget Request as needed and then forward the request to the Budget and Finance Committee. 

Maureen Kirkland advised of a commercial door closure available for purchase to help prevent the unit doors from slamming shut. Please see the article on page 8 in this edition of the Vantage Vibes.

A resident advised the Committee that several vehicles are speeding in the parking lot.  The Committee discussed the problem and decided to have the Property Manager obtain pricing to paint “SLOW” on the parking lot entrance.


LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met on May 14, 2009. The main topic was the contract with McFall and Berry which expires this year. The chair wanted our opinion about extending the contract for three years. The terms include a no-cost increase in 2010, 2% in 2011, and 2% in 2012. The company made their end of the deal better by an upgrade in mulch at no cost and free labor at the Globe. We approved the motion to continue with this company. Two members abstained as they wanted more information on the mulch.  Incidentally, the new mulch is used here at VPW.

New business included a name for the water feature next to Overlook. After several suggestions, the committee recommended the name will be Veterans Park, in honor of all in LW who served in the Armed Forces. It also recommended the placement of a sign and flagpole and for a ceremony on Veterans Day. 

Mr. Jones reported that most Trust (common area) flowers are planted and most proposals are completed. Pruning will start soon as will spraying and more mulching.  Logs and debris near the old model area probably will not be removed until construction starts, some day, on the last building. Tables and benches are in the woodsy area south of the Cascade Fountains in front of Clubhouse I. Overall, our community looks very nice. 

The next meeting will be June 11, 2009.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited April 2009 Statement of Operations, available for 

your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee**


$ 106,500

Other



$        600 

Interest Earned-OP Cash

$            -

Interest Earned-RES

$     2,714
Total:



$ 109,814

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs


$   60,342

Community Facilities

$   25,938

Mutual Operations

$     3,916

Res. Interest Transfers

$     2,714
Reserve Transfers


$     9,253
Total:



$ 102,163

Surplus (Deficit)                  
$     7,651

Operating Funds


$   25,148
IDI Warranty Funds

$   10,654
Contingency Reserve

$   32,032
Replacement Reserve

$ 884,804

** Includes Contribution to Reserves


BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson


The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the April financial statements at the last Committee meeting. After reviewing the Cash Investment Statement, the Committee is considering the purchase of a three year CD subject to the rates at the time of maturity of our July 2009 obligation.

Rogie Colston advised that she would like to remain on the Budget & Finance Committee but she must step down as Vice-Chairperson. The Committee appointed Bernie Hollander as Vice-Chairperson of the Budget & Finance Committee.

The next meeting will be held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, June 18, 2009. 



RESIDENTIAL HVAC 
ACCESSORIES SEMINAR 

AMD Mechanical Contractors, our heating and air conditioning contractor, will be presenting a seminar on available residential HVAC accessories on Thursday, June 4th, at 2 PM in the Party Room.  
This is a very informative seminar for residents because the products offered can save money for both residents and the Association.  

A sign-up sheet is posted in the lobby by the mailboxes for those interested in attending.  Please call the Association Office at (301) 598-1050 if you have any questions.


WELCOME

We welcome the following new resident to Vantage Point West and encourage him to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

Leonard Smallwood

315
FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

DISABLED RESIDENTS LIST:  A regularly updated disabled resident’s list is maintained in the Fire Control Room of the building.  Firemen will give priority attention to those persons who may need assistance in an emergency situation requiring evacuation of the building.  Disabled residents should remain in their units when the alarm sounds to ensure the firemen can assist with the evacuation.  The fire department also suggests that Management have a list of residents who use oxygen in their units.  Please report to Management the names of handicap persons residing in your unit or if oxygen is used in your unit.  Please discuss the Emergency Action Plan with caregivers/aides.  The Emergency Action Plan is available in the Management Office.

UNIT INSPECTIONS:  Management encourages residents to inspect their units regularly for any water leaks.  This includes inspecting your HVAC closet, humidifiers, bathroom fixtures, washing machine, kitchen sink, and sprinklers.  If you notice water on the floor or carpet under the sprinklers, please call the Association Office immediately or the Main Security Gate at (301) 598-1044.

BULLETIN BOARDS:  Residents are reminded to periodically check the three bulletin boards for important information.  Memorandums from Management, meeting agendas, the monthly calendar, and publicity for building functions are posted on the lobby bulletin boards.  Items for sale and publicity for non-mutual functions are posted on the basement bulletin board.

SPEEDING DRIVERS:  The Association Office has received several complaints about people speeding while driving on our property and in the garages.  Please slow down and watch for people walking on our property and walking through the garage areas.  

UNATTENDED & IDLING VEHICLES:  Vehicles are being left unattended and/or idling in front of the main entrance to the building.  The area in front of the main entrance is a designated fire lane and vehicles should never be parked there.  Please remember to pull your vehicle forward so that it is not blocking access of other vehicles to the front entrance.  Violators may be ticketed by the police and the fine is $250 for each violation.  The fumes from the idling vehicles enter the building through various locations.  Please be courteous of your neighbors and do not leave your vehicle idling.   Passing this information along to your guests would also be appreciated by the residents who live directly above the main entrance to the building.



HUMOR OF THE MONTH: 

Perks of being over 50

Things you buy now won’t wear out.

You no longer think of speed limits as a challenge.
You quit trying to hold your stomach in no matter who walks into the room.

You sing along with elevator music.

HAVE A HAPPY MONTH!


TENNIS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Jack Melnick, VPW Representative
This is a report on the May 6, 2009, meeting of the Leisure World Community Corporation Tennis Advisory Committee (TAC), of which I am Mutual 23’s representative.  Several items of interest to the tennis players of our Mutual were discussed:

1. A new gate was installed in December 2008, offering admission to Courts 1 and 2 from the Gazebo. The old gate, between courts 1&2 and 3&4 will be locked in order to avoid disturbing the games in either set of courts.

2. There are some problems on the courts which have been brought to management’s attention, i.e. there is a blister under the fiberglass on Court 2 and the cup holder on the Court 3 water cooler is broken. Repairs will be scheduled.

3. A modification to scheduling the courts has been adopted. Currently, all requests for courts must be made by the 15th of the previous month directly by written request to E & R. Starting in June, requests may be made by e-mail directly to Ralph Sheaffer, the TAC scheduler, using address ralphdale33@verizon.net, with a copy to the TAC Secretary, Nancy Gordon, at ngordon@lwmc.com. The current system will still be available for those without email.

4. The committee approved a resolution granting the LW Tennis Club permission to use the tennis facilities for a charitable fundraiser to be announced in the future.

The next TAC meeting is scheduled June 3, 2009, and I will report if there are items of interest at that time.


UNIT DOOR CLOSURE

by Maureen Kirkland, Building and 
Grounds Committee Member
Recently the Building and Grounds Committee was asked about commercial door closures that would close the hallway unit doors quietly. The reason for this suggestion was because several neighbors were letting the door slam to the point that dishes rattled in the kitchen. A closure device installed on a unit door would be at the owner’s expense.  Instead it was suggested that we remind everyone to be more considerate and let the unit door close gently. I’m sure it is not intentional, but sometimes if windows are open the door just gets away from you. Hopefully this will make all of us aware of the problem.  After all we don’t need dry wall cracks from slamming doors. This is a “FREE” solution.
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ISSUES CONCERNING SAFETY IN THE HOME

For several months, Roma E. Sohn of the Emergency Preparedness Committee, has been writing articles for the Leisure World News concerning safety in the home. Article                         1 talked about preventing falls; article 2 concerned smoke alarms and fire extinguishers; and article 3 was about preventing fires in the kitchen. Below are some of the things you should keep in mind.

Falls:

· Clean up spills as soon as they happen.

· Don’t make floors slipperier by polishing hard surfaced floors and remove or tack down scatter or runner rugs.

· Keep the path from your bed to your bathroom clear of clutter and use a nightlight or flashlight.

· Avoid walking in socks or slippers on wood or waxed floors.

· Keep frequently used items at a convenient height to avoid climbing or reaching for high shelves.

Fire alarms and extinguishers:

· Be sure your smoke alarms batteries are fresh and check the alarms to be sure they are working properly. For the hard of hearing, strobe light alarms are available.

· Keep a fire extinguisher handy and be sure you can manage it. Learn how to use it and DO NOT use it until all occupants have been alerted and the fire department has been called. Fire extinguishers must be checked regularly.

· Once a fire starts, get out!

Kitchen fires:

· Never wear loose fitting garments when cooking.

· Turn pot handles away from the edge of the stove and keep cords away from the countertop.

· Clear up spilled grease as soon as the surface of the stovetop is cool.

· Never leave cooking unattended.

· In case of an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the oven door closed until the fire is completely out.

· Even if a small fire starts, CALL 911 FIRST.
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LEISURE WORLD MEDICAL CENTER 





STROKE LECTURE 





SPONSORED BY


MONTGOMERY GENERAL HOSPITAL


GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL





Every second counts…Learn the risk factors and warning signs of a stroke


Presented by:


RAVI MENON, M.D., Stroke Neurologist


CYNTHIA PINEDA, M.D., Rehabilitaton Specialist, Physiatrist


GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL





WHEN:		WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2009


			1:30 P.M.





WHERE:	CLUBHOUSE II





CALL 598-1320 TO RESERVE A SEAT

















ATTENTION RESIDENTS





Please respect the posted “Party Room Closed for Private Party” signs and do not enter the Party Room through any of the three entrances/exits.  








WELCOME TO VPW





We welcome Krista Bladen, our new Administrative Assistant, to Vantage Point West.  Look for an interview article in the next edition of the Vibes.  Stop by the Management Office and introduce yourself.
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