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JULY VPW MEETINGS
ACTIVITIES:  Thurs, July 9, 10:00 AM
BD OF DIRECTORS: Mon, July 27, 10:00 AM
BUDGET & FINANCE: Thurs, July 23, 10:00 AM
BLDG. & GROUNDS:  No Meeting This Month
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mon, July 13, 10:00 AM
         UPCOMING EVENTS

LW JULY 3RD PARADE: Fri, July 3, 9:00 a.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT:  Mon, July 6, 7:30 p.m.

BINGO:  Mon, July 27, 7:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

We have had both our Annual Election and Organizational Meeting; most of you know the results If not I refer you to the column by our Master of Elections, Jack Stanton. He and his committee, again, have performed admirably along with our administrative staff and the draftees from our management agent, LWMC. 

Thanks to Murray Grant for his advice and years of service on our Board. Thanks to Alma Melcher for filling in when we needed her due to a vacancy on the Board. Hopefully she will return to the Building and Grounds Committee where she worked so tirelessly; they missed her.

Vantage Point West                  

At Leisure World

The first draft of our 2010 Budget was presented to the Budget and Finance Committee at their last meeting and as luck would have it the Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, Mike Schwartz, was elected to our Board of Directors. Accordingly, the Budget & Finance Committee is now two (2) members short. Any volunteers? Formal knowledge is not needed, just common sense and a willingness to learn. See a Board member or let the Association Office know if you’re interested. 

Our annual Independence Day Celebration and Parade will be held on Friday, July 3rd (the Federal Government’s designated legal holiday; next year it will be on Monday, July 5th). We have had an entry in all but the 2007 parade due to lack of participation. With all that’s going on in the world we should be proud to have the opportunity to celebrate the freedoms that we have come to accept as an every day event. They were not given to us without sacrifices by our parents, their parents and many others. Join us in a short walk or ride to celebrate that FREEDOM.

A sign-up sheet is located by the mailboxes in the lobby. The theme will be red, white and blue as always and golf cart participation will be appreciated. The parade will begin at 9:30AM, leaving the Clubhouse I parking lot. You should be in line with the other Mutual’s marchers by 9:00AM. 

At this month’s meeting the Board approved forwarding a complaint from one resident regarding another resident to our attorney for comment and consultation. 
Additionally, we received a presentation from the Chair of the Leisure World Insurance Committee, Elisabeth Hargreaves, regarding House Bill 287, Insurance Changes.  Please refer to her article on page ??.  I suggest that each of you have a conversation with your insurance agent regarding dwelling or building coverage.

Just a short comment about our finances - last November we approved a budget with a projected deficit built in to it and furthermore supplemented revenues by allocating a portion of the interest earned on our reserve funds to operations. We are currently running at that projected deficit. However, our current year-to-date (May 31, 2009) expenditures are less than projected by approximately $11,000. This is not to say that this trend will continue. It is only an update on our current position. We can only budget based on our current activities, our sister hi-rises’ historical experiences and the best of our ability.

I thank the 30+ who attended our Board of Directors’ meeting; your presence is noted and appreciated and thanks to all of the residents that volunteer their time and effort in keeping our building looking good and operating smoothly.

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the 1st Draft of the 2010 Budget at their last meeting.  The 2nd Draft will be reviewed at the July Committee meeting.

Please be aware of the 2010 Budget Timetable so you may attend the upcoming Budget and Finance Committee meetings.

2010 Budget Timetable

June – Management provides 1st Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review.
July – Management provides 2nd Draft Budget to B&F  Commit.


August – Management provides 3rd Draft Budget to B&F Committee for review and L.W. finalizes the Community Facilities Fee.


September – B&F Committee provides Draft Budget to Board of Directors.

October – Budget Hearing held and Board of Directors finalizes and approves Budget.

GOLF & GREENS  COMMITTEE 

by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative 
The number of rounds so far this season has been down due to the inclement weather and also the absence of the snowbirds.  Hopefully this will increase as they are returning and starting to play.

At the present time a motion to install blue tees has been made and was tabled to examine whether this is possible and the cost of such an endeavor.

A motion was made and passed to place a sign on the first tee box informing golfers of their responsibility of damage to property and person.

At present time 191 Season Green Tickets and 40 Associate tickets have been sold.  There are 10 slots left in the Associate Group.

The Pro Am Tournament was not held this year because of decreased attendance last year.

LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The advisory committee met on June 11th at 10 a.m.  The general manager gave his report which will be in the LW News.  He also mentioned several sidewalks are being repaired or replaced as well as some asphalt work on the roads.

Several proposals were approved including the fall flower selection, seed and straw where a tree was removed and the replacement of two willow oak trees.  We also passed a proposal to remove dead trees from the IDI sales office site.

A report was made by the blue team that a tree was hit at the Medical Center.  Mr. Ellis said other trees were down due to the recent storms.  One fell on a deck at Regency and another fell over the fence and hit property outside Leisure World.

The Landscaper representative said that so much rain has really been a problem for the grass-cutting schedule so, please bear with them until they get some sunny days and can catch up.

The Water Feature next to Overlook will be discussed by the Overlook and the Trust.  The Overlook owners objected to the use of it for ceremonies due to parking issues and lack of drinking water or restrooms.  They do not want a flag pole either.  IDI gave the Trust easement,  use of the Water Feature and the cost of maintaining the pumps which can be extensive.  Mr. Ellis said some of the concrete around the fountains will need repair soon and some of the sidewalks may be removed.

The next meeting will be July 9th.

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited May 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

            Condo Fee**


$ 106,500

            Other



$        325 

            Interest Earned-OP Cash
$                        -

            Interest Earned-RES

$     3,031
            Total:



$ 109,856

EXPENSES:

             Direct Oper. Costs

$   56,741

             Community Facilities

$   25,436

            Mutual Operations

$     3,540

            Res. Interest Transfers     
$     3,031
            Reserve Transfers

$     9,253
            Total:



$   98,001

            Surplus (Deficit)
             $   11,855

           Operating Funds

$   30,975
           IDI Warranty Funds

$   10,654
           Contingency Reserve
             $   32,059
           Replacement Reserve

$ 897,060

             ** Includes Contribution to Reserves


Many thanks to all our neighbors and friends who sent cards, donations, made calls and/or attended the memorial service to celebrate the life of Philip Rubin. We are most appreciative of your condolences and kind wishes.

           Sandy and the Rubin Family

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson

The Activities Committee served refreshments for both Meet the Candidates Night and the Annual Meeting.  This task was not easy as both events were held at Clubhouse II.  Special thanks go to Connie Peters, Don Virden, Shirley Liberman, Elaine Wagner, and Muriel Colmen.

Our Deli Night Party was held on Saturday, June 27th.  It was a huge success with 78 people attending.  Many thanks go to Hymie Rosenberg, Connie Peters, Margie Freedenberg, Sandy Rubin, Rosalie Silverstein, Anna Heath, Shirley Liberman, and Stanley and Lisa Friedman.

Remember, it’s not too late to get your walking shoes on to participate in the July 3rd parade.  Contact the Association Office for further information.


Come to our Bingo Nite on Monday, July 27th at 7:30 p.m..  A flyer and a sign-up sheet will be posted near the mail boxes on July 13th
We invite you to join us for Bridge and Game Night at 7 p.m. on Thursday evenings in the Party Room.  Come join us and play your game of choice!

   

                  FAREWELL

         Farewell and Best Wishes to our

         neighbors who have moved away.

   Ruth McNichol (#517) 

     Mary Mihok (#915), 
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COMCAST CABLE CONTACTS

Residents should use the following numbers for any Leisure World Comcast issues (service, upgrades, billing):

1. First number to call in all cases:  301-920-9951.  You should be able to reach a live person.  There are approximately 40 agents who are trained in Leisure World and other bulk accounts.  They should be able to resolve most problems. 

2. If the problem is not resolved, the second number to call is 301-625-3457 (Scott Snyder). 

PROJECT LINUS UPDATE

by Maureen Kirkland

I am happy to report that several residents have given Project Linus some really nice items. One lady called and had two (2) big bags of stuffed animals. Her granddaughter told her she was “too big” now to play with them. Another woman brought a huge bag of yarn, enough to do several blankets. Then I received a bag of fabric; some pieces were large enough to make fronts and backs and some I started to cut into squares. We use everything down to 2 inch squares. Talk about recycling! I also received  more stuffed animals and bags of beanie babies. If any of you would like to see some finished quilts for kids, call me and I will show you some.

As an added note, we also write a few lines to the service men and women. I have lots of note cards if any of you would like to do that too. They appreciate words from home. 

Thanks to you all!

FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

ENTRY DOORS:  Residents are reminded to not open the entry doors for strangers.  All residents and employees have keys and/or electronic door openers.  Please help keep our building secure.

BOARD & COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE:  All correspondence for the Board of Directors or Committees should be brought to the Association Office to ensure all members receive a copy in their package.  The Board and Committee packages and agenda are prepared one week in advance of the next meeting.  Any correspondence received after the packages are prepared will be included in the following month’s package, unless such correspondence constitutes any emergency.

ELEVATOR SERVICE:  Please be aware that power glitches/outages during thunderstorms could interrupt elevator service.

COMMON AREAS:  All persons shall be properly 

attired when appearing in any common area of the property including lobby, stairwells, community buildings and any other public spaces of the Condominium.

PARTY ROOM PLANTS:  Please do not water the plants in the Party Room.  The maintenance staff follows a watering schedule to help maintain our plants.  If you feel there is a problem with the plants, contact the Association Office.

TRASH:  Residents are reminded that the trash container in front of the building is not intended for major trash disposal or large items.  Please dispose your trash in the refuse room or place it in a dumpster

In the loading dock.  Let’s keep the building’s appearance attractive.


MAINTENANCE TIPS

· Several residents have had problems with the window valances falling down.  Please make sure your window valances are secured properly.  If you are unable to do so, please contact Next Day Blinds or the contractor who installed your blinds.

· Remember to exercise your shower faucet handle at least once a week (turn the handle all the way to hot and then cold several times).  This will prevent problems with your mixing valve, which could result in low water pressure or hot water problems.

· NEVER place aluminum foil in the microwave.  This could lead to a  serious fire.                             
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BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by John Lynch, Chairperson

At the May meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, the Committee reviewed a letter received by a unit owner suggesting the installation of a flat screen TV and a DVD player (or Blu-Ray Disc player) in the Party Room.  The equipment would be used for building events such as:  Movie Nights, Super Bowl Party, Book Club view of movies based on books read, educational programs, travel presentations, and other events.  The Committee appointed a Party Room TV Sub-Committee consisting of:  John Lynch, Norman Glasser, and Sue Eckstein.  The sub-committee along with the Property Manager drafted a survey to be sent to all residents.  Please complete the survey enclosed in this edition of the Vibes and return to the Association Office by July 13th.
The property manager was requested to obtain pricing for the painting of “SLOW” on the driveway and/or parking lot entrance.  Alisia Madariaga reported that the cost would be $450 and that the contractor advised that this would not resolve our problem of speeding drivers.  The Committee agreed to table the issue.

The Committee discussed problems concerning the Partyyrty Room chairs and tables.  Several of the chairs in the Partyarty Room are weak.  Management is concerned that a chair could possibly break.  The tables are also heavy and difficult to move around for the different room set-ups.  Management consulted with Jack Melcher to try to find a way to repair the chairs.  Jack Melcher also attended the meeting and reported that the chairs have a poor design because they lack support. The braces should be lower on the chair.  The Committee agreed to have the Property Manager obtain pricing information to purchase new chairs and tables for the Party Room.

The building engineer discovered an area of sidewalk near LW Blvd and the VPW Driveway that has a possible trip hazard.  H&H Concrete will be performing various asphalt and concrete work in the community soon.  Leisure World has agreed to share the cost of the sidewalk replacement since

The area  is on both the Mutual and Trust properties.   Three sections will be removed and replaced in order to make the repair correctly.

.  

Sue Eckstein reported that the Landscape Sub--Committee met with McFall & Berry to discuss the fall flowers, which will mainly be blue and yellow violas.  McFall & Berry will re-arrange some grasses on the berm and add a few more gold mop cypresses also to the berm.


We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

         Osvaldo & Mary Dellasanta #414                         

Eileen Kaufman #1009

DON’T MESS WITH SENIORS – OR THE $2.99 SPECIAL

A senior couple went to a restaurant where the “seniors’ special” was two eggs, bacon, hash browns and toast for $2.99.

“Sounds good,” said the wife “but I don’t want the eggs.”

“Then I’ll have to charge you $3.49 because you’re ordering a la carte,” the waitress warned her.

“You mean I’d have to pay for NOT taking the eggs?” the wife asked incredulously.

“Yes!!” stated the waitress.

“I’ll take the special then,” said the woman.

“How do you want your eggs?” the waitress asked.

“Raw and in the shell,” the wife replied.

She took the two eggs home and baked a cake.
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GOLF & GREENS  COMMITTEE 

by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative 
The number of rounds so far this season has been down due to the inclement weather and also the absence of the snowbirds.  Hopefully this will increase as they are returning and starting to play.

At the present time a motion to install blue tees has been made and was tabled to examine whether this is possible and the cost of such an endeavor.

A motion was made and passed to place a sign on the first tee box informing golfers of their responsibility of damage to property and person.

At present time 191 Season Green Tickets and 40 Associate tickets have been sold.  There are 10 slots left in the Associate Group.

A BRIGHT NEW FACE IN THE OFFICE

by Gloria Kitzler

Meet Krista Bladen.  She is our new Administrative Aide in the Office. It’s pleasant to talk with Krista. She has a warm smile and a willing attitude. Krista is originally from Edenton, N.C. She met her husband who is a Marylander in Edenton and they decided to move back to Maryland. They now live in Taneytown.

Krista has two children, Matthew who is 4 and Shelby Lynne, 5 months old.  She’s a pretty busy 

family holidays at her home. She also likes to fish and go to the Outer Banks in North Carolina for vacations.

Krista came to us from her former job as a Kitchen & Bath Designer for a lumber company. She is settling in nicely and learning her new job well. She wants everyone to feel welcome in the office. She will try hard to find answers to your questions.

Stop by the office to introduce yourself and welcome Krista!

CLARIFICATION OF NEW INSURANCE LAW

(HOUSE BILL 287, EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2009)

by Elisabeth Hargreaves, Insurance Advisory Committee Chairperson
Changes in the Maryland Condominium Act regarding property insurance and repairs after an insured casualty loss took effect June 1, 2009.

Summary of the New Insurance Law:

The new law (House Bill 287) was enacted in response to the April 2008 Maryland Court of Appeals decision in Anderson v Gables on Tuckerman.  The key provisions of the new law are summarized below.

Required Property Insurance:  Property has to be obtained by the Condominium Association “on common elements and units.” (Section 11-114 (g) (l) The Leisure World Master Policy is an All-Inclusive Policy and covers Betterments.

Insurance Deductible:  There is no change in Section 11-114 (g) (ii) which provides that the property insurance deductible is a common expense if the cause originates from the common elements.  (Association is responsible for the payment.)

If the cause of the damage originates in a unit, the amended text of Section 11-114 (g) (iii) states:

“If the cause of any damage to or destruction of any portion of the condominium originates from a unit, the owner of the unit where the cause of the damage or destruction originated is responsible for the council of unit owner’s property insurance deductible not to exceed $5000.00.”

House Bill 287, section 11-114 (g) (iii) supersedes the condominium By Law.

Notice to Owners and Purchasers:

This is a new requirement: the Condominium must inform each unit owner annually in writing of the unit owner’s responsibility for the property insurance deductible and the amount of the deductible.  When a unit is sold, it is the Sellers responsibility to advise the Buyer of this new requirement under this new law.

Leisure World has advised me that they will include a notification in their resale package and your real estate agent should also be aware of this requirement.

Questions pertaining to this change, and verification to determine that your policy (HO 6 policy) covers the new law should be directed to your insurance agent.  All agents and insurance companies authorized to sell insurance in Maryland should be aware of this new law and the required coverages.

PUBLISHED BY THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE                                                           July 2009                                                                                  


                                                                                                           






































PAGE  
2

