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DECEMBER VPW MEETINGS

Activities:  Thurs, Dec. 10, 11 AM
Board of Directors: No Meeting This Month
Budget & Finance:  Thurs, Dec. 17, 1:30 PM

Bldg. & Grounds:  No Meeting This Month
Communications:  Mon, Dec. 14, 10 AM

Party Room Decorating: Thurs, Dec. 3, 1:30 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Holiday Cocktail Party: Sat, Dec. 5, 6 PM

Trivia Night:  Mon, Dec 7, 7:30 PM
New Year’s Day Party: Fri, Jan. 1, 5:30 PM

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

The holiday season is now upon us and activity in the building is slowing down.  Most of December’s Committee meetings as well as the Board meeting have been cancelled to allow time for more festive affairs. 

The Board meeting on November 23rd dealt with several routine matters:  

The Board approved a charge, to residents, of $0.10 per page for black and white copies and $0.20 per page for color copies of Association documents.

Retroactive approval was given for the payment of $3,610 to AMD Mechanical Contractors for the replacement of two burner assembly trays to the Center HVAC Unit.

The Board extended an invitation to the VPW staff and their spouses or guest to our Holiday Party.

The Board decided to table the approval of the Ad Hoc Party Room Decorating Committee’s ‘Terms of Reference’ until the next Board meeting.

Additionally, the Board approved the appointment of members to all Committees for 2010.  A list of these will appear in the January issue of the Vantage Vibes.  
To all of my co-owners and all of the residents in Vantage Point West, I take this opportunity to wish you and yours a safe and pleasant holiday season. May 2010 bring you health, happiness and a profitable year.

        _______________________________
HOLIDAY GIFTS

For those who wish to give a holiday gift to our employees and the cleaning staff we are going to repeat the procedure used last year, which seems to have been well received.  A secure box will be kept in the Association Office, where you will also find envelopes in which you may deposit money.  

The envelope should be addressed with the name of the person you wish to receive your contribution, and should be sealed before being deposited in the box. Distribution will be made shortly before Christmas. Please do not give money or checks to “Vantage Point West.”  All contributions should be made to individuals. A list of employees and cleaning staff is available in the Office. 

 These include Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager; Krista Bladen, Administrative Assistant; Juan Campos, Building Engineer; Jose Cruz, Maintenance Assistant; Pedro Alfaro and Aura Videa, Cleaning Staff; and Eduardo Solares, Cleaning Supervisor.  

LIBRARY INFORMATION

by Gloria Kitzler 

Running out of good books?  Here are two ideas that will help you bring home a ‘treasure’ without leaving Leisure World! Is it raining? You don’t even need to go outdoors! Just go down to our VPW Library in the Party Room where you will find a whole wall of books—all donated by residents. All residents are welcome to borrow these books (and then, of course, return after reading). Our books are arranged by fiction (including mysteries), non fiction, and biography. We also have large print books. Check the color-coded chart on the wall.

NOTE:  As of now we are also accepting donations of DVD’s (NO TAPES, please). If you wish to donate books, they should be current (maximum of 3 at a time and no reference books, please.)  Place your books on the DONATION shelf – not on the other shelves. 

For your second trip you do have to go outdoors - but you don’t need to leave Leisure World! Just walk, take the bus or drive to Clubhouse I. Here you will find the Leisure World Library. They have a very good collection of books – many from recent New York Times and Washington Post Best Seller Lists. They get new titles regularly. You can borrow here at no cost and keep the books out for two weeks. They have many Large Print books and a collection of donated DVD’s.

The Library also has an extensive selection of greeting cards for most occasions. These are available at a lower cost than at stores.  The proceeds from the sale of cards go to purchase books for the Library.

HAPPY READING!
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TENNIS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE REPORT

by Jack Melnick, VPW Representative
This is a report of the November 4, 2009, meeting of the Leisure World Community Corporation Tennis Advisory Committee (TAC). Several items of interest to the tennis players of our Mutual were discussed:

1. So far, the drainage pipes installed on courts 1 and 2 seem to have prevented bubbling up of ground water on the courts.  Hopefully, this will continue next spring when the water table rises.

2. The TAC Committee reviewed a new type of tennis surface installed at courts in Annapolis, MD.  Called Premier Carpeted Overlay, the new surface was purported to be softer underfoot, offer slower bounces and provide better water leak protection.  However, after visits to the courts and trial playing, the committee determined that the surface costs are too expensive, too soft and provide virtually no bounce for a disappointing performance characteristic.  Accordingly, the TAC recommends no material change be made when resurfacing courts #1 and #2.

3. A stripe is scheduled to be painted on the edge of the steps leading from the ground to the first landing of the Gazebo area to provide better visibility and better safety.

4. The court rollers will be replaced in the spring.  Everyone who uses the rollers should be made aware that they must be hung back on the screen after use; otherwise the rollers become flattened and cracked.

5. Considerable discussion took place about “misuse” of the tennis courts for roller skating, skateboards, pet walking, etc.  Rather than additional signs, official notification would be made to Security to dissuade people from these “non-tennis” activities.

The next TAC meeting is scheduled April 7, 2010, and I will report if there are items of interest at that time.

FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

ASSOCIATION OFFICE ANSWERING MACHINE:  When there is a community emergency, Management has the capability of posting a recorded message on the Association Office answering machine to inform residents. Please continue to contact the Main Security Gate at 301-598-1044 to report a building emergency.

APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS & IMPROVEMENTS:  Residents are reminded to complete an “Application for Additions, Alterations, & Improvements” prior to having any construction work performed in their units. This includes removal of kitchen cabinets, countertops, bathroom remodeling, balcony ceiling fans, etc. Forms are available in the Association Office. If you are unsure if you need to have a form completed, please contact the Association Office for clarification.

EXPECTED VISITORS: Residents are reminded to contact the Main Security Gate at 301-598-1044 when expecting visitors. All visitors must have authorization from a resident or a valid guest pass to gain entry.

If you are expecting more than five visitors at any one time, please stop by the Association Office to fill out a form titled “Notification of Guests/Visitors Expected”.  This notification will help to alleviate any possible delays at the Main Security Gate.

LEISURE WORLD PHONEBOOKS:  The 2009-2010 Leisure World Phonebooks are available in the Association Office. Phonebooks may be recycled at the loading dock area.  Please place your old phonebooks against the wall at the loading dock and Leisure World will see that they are recycled.

Happy Holidays from the VPW Staff!

Golf & Greens Committee 

by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative 
The final meeting for 2009 year was held, in which the 2010 Activity Schedule was finalized and approved by the LW Counsel. It looks to be a wonderful season of golf next year.

The Associate Program continues and any resident of Leisure World may sponsor a friend or relative. If you have someone interested in being an Associate Member please contact the Pro Shop at 301-598-1570 for all the details. Sign up will open on January 1, 2010, on a first come basis.

The golf course remains in good shape. Special attention is being paid to fairways 3 and 18 which have been re-seeded. Also on fairway 18 the trees around the tee box will be thinned out in order to allow some sun needed for growth of grass.

The course is open all winter and on Wednesdays the men’s group has a scramble.  All are invited to play.

______________________________

LEISURE WORLD MEDICAL CENTER SEMINAR

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM

SPECIAL UPDATE FOR 2010

SPEAKER:  LETA BLANK, PROGRAM DIR.

SENIOR HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SHIP)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2009

10:00 A.M.

CLUBHOUSE 2

CALL 598-1320 TO RESERVE A SEAT.
 

TRASH ROOMS

[image: image9.wmf]Continuing complaints are being received by residents about the condition of the trash rooms.  Residents and guests are asked to:

1. PLEASE stop throwing trash, such as milk and juice containers, in the recycling containers.  Put trash in plastic trash bags and send them down the trash chute.

2. DO NOT put plastic grocery bags in the recycling bins.  They can only be recycled at grocery stores. Do not put newspapers in plastic bags. Use string or paper bags.

3. EMPTY your bottles and cans and rinse them out before putting them in the recycling container.

4. DO NOT leave greasy pizza boxes                       in small cardboard bins or on the shelves.  Throw them away.

We are required by law to recycle - thank you for your efforts.  However, when these rules are not followed, all residents must deal with the trash odors and risk attracting bugs and rodents in the building.  Please be conscientious.
______________________________

    

 

New Year’s Day Party

Friday, January 1st at 5:30 PM

VPW Party Room

(Details will follow)
BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by John Lynch, Chairperson

The Building & Grounds Committee met on November 10th.  Sue Eckstein, Landscape Sub-Committee Chairperson, reported the following:  

McFall & Berry and the Landscape Sub-Committee met to discuss the spring flowers. The Landscape Sub-Committee decided to add more color to the berm in the spring with bright pink and red begonias and add an extra bed of flowers. The pots in front of the building entrance will be tweaked somewhat to add more color and variety.

Deer repellent will be restricted to the berm. The bed in front of the building near the office was restored to match its companion on the left side entrance. We will redesign the bed at the end of the building near the turn towards Interlachen Drive in the spring. We also asked McFall & Berry to submit a proposal to replace the dead and dying lilac trees on the grass strip in the parking lot with something that will neither attract bugs nor cause sap to drop on the parked cars.                    

Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager, will order both red and white poinsettias for the lobby this holiday season, although there will be fewer plants than last year because of increased cost and desire to stay within budget.  

The Board approved the purchase of a second bike rack for the basement parking area near Stairwell No.1. The bike rack has been installed. Resident who have bicycles in their garage spaces, should now move them to the new bike rack. Please contact the Association Office for more information.

I would like to thank the Committee, Alisia Madariaga, and Juan Campos for their support and efforts over the years I have served as Chairperson.  It has been a great experience!

COMCAST CABLE BOXES

 by Mike Schwartz, Vice-President

Beginning December 1st residents must have a digital converter box in order to continue receiving all of the channels. Our VPW contract allows for residents to obtain up to three boxes at no charge.

The majority of our VPW residents have previously obtained the digital converter boxes. Please contact Comcast at 301-920-9951 if you are unsure if you have one or if you need one.

For those residents who have high definition televisions, you should request a HDMI hi-def box. HDMI is the newest type of video connectivity and stands for High Definition Multimedia Interface; it transmits high definition video and high resolution audio over a single cable. Most new televisions have a HDMI input section.

Simply connect a HDMI oriented box to your television (if applicable) with the cable.  HDMI delivers the best image quality of any cable types available today. Remember, your television must have a HDMI input and this connection is used only for hi-def televisions. Thus, you must obtain a hi-def box and have hi-def service. The difference in audio and video is remarkable with crisp video and audio with 3D depth.

Moreover, at times, adjustments can be made to your television audio set up using your Comcast remote for best audio quality. This will depend upon your set up. If interested, call me for details. This would apply only for digital or high broadcast using a digital or hi-def box.

_________________________________

IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the family and friends of Paul Cuneo (#521).
LET’S GO SHOPPING ON WEDNESDAY:   OLNEY, ASPEN HILL
by Marjory Olson, Security and Transportation Advisory Committee Representative


Is your to-do list of holiday preparations getting you interested in trying out the Wednesday Outside Busses? If you do ride the bus, what new shopping, personal care, or spots to schmooze with friends become possible for you? The S&T Committee provides you right here with A NARRATED TOUR of the Olney and Aspen Hill runs. Please Clip ‘n Save. This Wednesday service operates year-round.

OLNEY RUN leaves Clubhouse I four times every Wednesday morning, starting at 9:40 AM, returning there 40 minutes later. First stop is Olney Safeway, followed by a stop at The Shoppes of Olney (e.g., Starbucks, Hair Cuttery, Olney Toy Store, Vie de France Bakery Cafe, CVS). The bus then swings by Montgomery General Hospital, then passes through Olney Town Center (e.g., B.J. Pumpernickel’s, Parcel Plus, Sol Azteca) stopping only on request. Next is Olney Village Center (e.g., Shopper’s Food Warehouse, TJMaxx, Home Goods, Dunkin’ Donuts), followed by the Olney Library, stopping only on request. The bus then passes through the Olney Shopping Center (e.g., Chesapeake Bagels, Rite Aid) stopping only on request before heading south on Georgia Avenue, pulling into The Shoppes at Silo (e.g., Roots Market, Starbucks) stopping only on request, before ending the run at Clubhouse I.

ASPEN HILL RUN leaves Clubhouse I five times every Wednesday afternoon, with the first run at 12:30 PM; subsequent runs return there 40 minutes later. First stop is K-Mart, then the bus drives through the North Gate Shopping Center (e.g., Dunkin’ Donuts, Rite Aid, Boston Market, Michael’s, Super Fresh) before moving on to the Aspen Hill Shopping Center (e.g., Panera, Hair Cuttery, Silver Fountain, Dino’s Barber Shop, CVS, Giant). The bus then swings through Aspen Manor/Lotte Plaza Shopping Center 
(Continued on page 6.)

(Continued from page 5.) (e.g .Lotte Plaza Asian Market, Aspen Beauty Academy, Tres Amigos) before heading back to Clubhouse I.

Please note that the last runs, morning and afternoon, are express runs throughout the community, returning you to your door.

The S&T Committee also wishes to remind you of the bus usage rules we published in the November 17 issue of Leisure World News.  Remember that our bus drivers are legally prohibited from assisting riders in getting on and off the bus; that a maximum of three shopping bags per person is permitted; and riders making multiple stops may not leave packages on the bus.

The Committee hopes that our Wednesday Outside Bus trips will help you with your holiday preparations, and increase your enjoyment of the season.
          
_________________________________
WE ARE SO GLAD YOU ARE FEELING BETTER

****Special Thanks…………….

I would lie to thank all my friends and neighbors for their well wishes during my recent illness. They were much appreciated and I am sure did a lot to get me through a very difficult period. I wish you all a Happy Holiday. 

Elaine Apter, #321

****Many Many Thanks………………

Sig and I would like to thank our many wonderful friends and neighbors who, during our recent joint incapacitation, gave so generously of their time and themselves to chauffeur us around, to provide us with meals, and to do other things for us that we were unable to do for ourselves. (Even little things you take for granted like opening a jar or slicing a bagel.)

We feel so fortunate to be living in VPW where people really care for one another.

                   Shirley and Sig Liberman, #910

___________________ 

    SENIOR SAFETY AWARENESS

Mark Ellis sent an article concerning what is called “distraction-type” thefts which are occurring in Montgomery County as well as all over the metropolitan area. This is a summary of his article. He cited 2 buildings where such thefts have occurred and these are places where we frequently must go: the Kaiser medical building on Connecticut Ave in Kensington and the Camalier building in Bethesda. 

These distraction-type incidents occur midday, inside buildings. Many occur in elevators and involve men. Women may be victims in grocery stores. In all cases, there is someone asking for help, advice or assistance. Be aware that pickpockets often work in teams. One person may appear to be asking for help or engaging you in some way while an accomplice is after your valuables. The victim tries to be helpful – to his/her peril. The Montgomery County police suggest some steps to prevent such happenings. 

1. Men should carry their wallets inside a coat, if possible, or in a side pocket, NEVER in the back pocket. It also helps to wrap a couple of strong rubber bands around the wallet to make it more difficult to extract.

2. Women should NEVER leave their purses in shopping carts. Purses should be zipped or buckled closed, carried close to the body and, whenever possible, keep a hand on the closure. 

3. Watch out for jostling and physical or verbal distractions which are probably being staged as a distraction so the pocket/purse can be picked.

4. If you are aware that your pocket has been picked, don’t be afraid to yell out or shout for help.

5. Be sure to have account information and contact numbers easily accessible in order to call credit card companies as soon as possible after a theft. 

(Continued on page 7.)

(Continued from page 6.)
6. Be sure to call 911 or the police non-emergency number of 301-279-8000. Write down some notes of what can be remembered of the suspect(s) to provide as complete a description as possible to police.

7. It would be useful to have some sort of credit card protection in place where the credit card companies monitor the usage and can detect fraudulent activity.
Here are the credit card company numbers to call to report fraud:


Equifax: 1-800-525-6285


Experian: 1-888-397-3742


Transunion: 1-800-680-7289

Since seniors are frequently the victims, it would be wise to BEWARE!
_________________________________
LANDSCAPE ADVISORY
 COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met November 12, 2009. Joe Simone from McFall and Berry came to discuss the spring flowers. After making a few changes we approved the selections. All of the proposals will be for 2010 as our budget for 2009 is almost gone.
Mr. Ellis gave his report. We were asked again to suggest an area to honor all our veterans. The area suggested was the woody area south of the Cascade Fountain which was considered suitable as it has a   flag pole and is close to the large parking lot at the Administration Building.  We invited the veterans group to the December meeting to see just what they would like to have.
The crew was commended for blowing the wet leaves off the sidewalks so promptly. The deer have been a big problem even with deer netting in place. Deer spray is being used too.

The chairman thanked those who would be leaving the committee and noted that we would be welcoming new members in January.

The next meeting will be December 10, 2009.  

          
_________________________________

E&R ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

by Sandy Rubin, VPW Representative
The E&R Committee has reviewed the bylaws concerning clubs and organizations of Leisure World. Some changes were made concerning members of these clubs who are not residents of Leisure World. You may obtain a copy of these bylaws in the E&R office in Clubhouse I.

Also, many of you who use the pool and exercise room will notice that the renovation of the locker rooms is complete. Repairs on the indoor pool have also been made and we hope people will find it much more comfortable to swim in.
Our Entertainment Committee is still sponsoring free movies every third Thursday of the month in Clubhouse II. Tickets can be obtained in the E&R office. 

The Travel Committee is meeting with EYRE bus to finalize some trips in the future. If anyone has any ideas on trips that might be interesting, please give 

your suggestions to me, Sandy Rubin, VPW Liaison for the E&R Committee.
_________________________________
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to participate in the Leisure World Strategic Planning Committee focus groups.  If you are interested, please complete the application enclosed in this edition of the Vibes and return it to the Association Office or the E&R Office in Clubhouse I or II by December 31st.  Details are posted on the back of the application.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson
Bingo Nite took place on November 23rd.  The lucky Bingo winners were: Elsie Budman, Zelda Dubin,
 Cleo Hangemanole, Rose Hollander, Helene Kurtzman, Sally Richman, Edith Sair, Jack Stanton, Paulette Skalka, and Carolyn Sumner.
One hundred fourteen residents have signed up for the December 5th Holiday Cocktail Party.  We’re looking forward to celebrating the holiday season with our new format.

Mark your calendars for the annual New Year’s Day Party on Friday, January 1st at 5:30 PM in the Party Room.  Additional information will be forthcoming, and a sign-up sheet will be in the lobby near the mailboxes on December 14th.

These past two years have been exciting times for the Activities Committee.  We have tried new events and continue to have our popular functions.  However, none of this would have been possible without 

Alisia Madariaga and Krista Bladen for making the work of the Activities Committee so much easier. We never could have done it without them.  

A special thank you to Anna Heath, my Vice-Chairperson, and to all of the Activities Committee members for working so hard at making our social functions a success.  I am sure that the Committee and residents will give Connie Peters, our incoming chair, the same cooperation that I have received over the years.  

The Activities Committee wishes a happy holiday season to our residents and staff.
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HALLOWEEN/FAJITA PARTY PHOTOS

Courtesy of Ellen Zweig
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Pictured left to right: Sandy Rubin, Margie Freedenberg, Connie Peters, & Shirley Liberman.
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Pictured left to right: Dottie & Jack Stanton.
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Pictured left to right: Freda & Jerry Lake.
Published by the Communications Committee                                                                                                               DECEMBER 2009








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���

















PAGE  
8

_1320914608.doc



