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AUGUST VPW MEETINGS

ACTIVITIES:  Thurs, Aug. 13, 10 AM

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: No Meeting this Month
BUDGET & FINANCE: Wed, Aug. 19, 10 AM

BLDG. & GROUNDS: Tues, Aug. 11, 10 AM

COMMUNICATIONS:  Mon, Aug. 10, 10 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Trivia Night: Mon, Aug. 3, 7:30 PM

Labor Day Picnic: Sat, Sep. 9

Bingo: Wed, Sep 16, 7:30 PM
Fajita/Halloween Party:  Sat, Oct. 31

Holiday Cocktail Party:  Sat, Dec. 5

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

Summer’s finally here and the dog days have begun. Hot and muggy are the operative words describing Washington’s next 30 to 45 days, so be careful and stay hydrated.

The second run thru of our budget was presented to the Budget and Finance Committee at their last meeting and it looks like we are on schedule for a September presentation to the Board and our residents.

The Budget and Finance Committee is in need of members. We are understaffed by 2 or 3 members. I know we have the talent, so please volunteer - formal knowledge is not needed, just common sense and a willingness to learn. See a Board member or let one of our administrative staff know if you’re interested. If you are not sure let us know so that we can discuss the possibilities of your participation.

Our annual Independence Day Celebration and Parade was held on Friday, July 3rd (the Federal Government’s designated legal holiday; next year it will be on Monday, July 5th). All of the residents that participated enjoyed the activity. Next year I hope more of you will join us in a short walk or ride to celebrate our FREEDOM.

At this month’s meeting, the Board approved leasing a new copy machine capable of making color copies. Additionally, we appointed Board member Jack Moss liaison to the Building & Grounds Committee

The Communication Committee suggested that the Board remind our residents that they need to inform their guests and caregivers of the VPW “Emergency Action Plan.” This plan establishes the method and practice to be followed in the event an emergency arises necessitating the evacuation of the building.  This document should be read carefully so that you and your help are prepared in case of fire or other emergencies.  It is recommended that you make note of specifics, such as the location of your fire 
See PRESIDENT on p. 2
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extinguisher, location of the nearest stairwell and the location of the fire alarm pull station between your unit and the stairwell.  Please contact the Association Office if you need a copy of the Emergency Action Plan.

I thank the 20 plus residents who attended our Board of Directors’ meeting. Your presence is noted and appreciated and thanks to all of the residents that volunteer their time and effort in keeping our building looking good and operating smoothly.

Just a short comment about our finances. Last November we approved a budget with a projected deficit built into it and furthermore supplemented revenues by allocating a portion of the interest earned on our Reserve funds to Operations. We are currently running at that projected deficit. However, our current year-to-date (June 30, 2009) expenditures are less than projected by approximately $10,000. This is not to say that this trend will continue. It is only an update on our current position. We can only budget based on our current activities, the other hi-rises’ historical experiences and the best of our ability. 


TENNIS ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Jack Melnick, VPW Representative

At the July 8, 2009, meeting of the Leisure World Community Corporation Tennis Advisory Committee (TAC), several items of interest to the tennis players of our Mutual were discussed:

1. Both gates at the tennis courts will be modified so that they can only open toward the Gazebo.  This will avoid possible safety problems of people being on opposite sides of the gate at the same time.

2. The TAC Committee reviewed a report on the possible purchase of a ball serving machine.  Five different systems were considered ranging in price from $599 to $2,045.  However, a motion to purchase was tabled due to the shortage of funds and higher priority issues.
3. Resurfacing of the old courts, #1 and #2, is in the budget for 2010.  This maintenance item will also correct the drainage problem under both courts.  The high water table has caused high pressure water leaks on the court surface, and
installing an underground perforated pipe across the courts at the net line should correct the problem.

4. Fresh ice water will be delivered to the two water dispensers at the courts on the same schedule as that maintained for the golf course – approximately every other day.  Research has shown that the water remains cool and palatable for 2 days.

The next TAC meeting is scheduled August 5, 2009, and I will report if there are items of interest at that time.


BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson


The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the June financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  The Cash Investment Statement was reviewed and the Committee discussed the problems with obtaining higher interest rates.

The $58,569.35 Advanta Bank CD was used to purchase a CD from Accencia Bank for a term of 1 year at a rate of 2.00%, or better, along with $35,000 from the Nationwide Money Market Account.

See B&F COMMITTEE on p. 3
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There is a $22,522.28 CD maturing on 8/24/09.  The Committee will decide where to reinvest as time gets closer to the maturity date since rates are very low and change daily.

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the 2nd Draft of the 2010 Budget at their last meeting.  Dawn Gaynor, L.W. Accounting Supervisor, was also in attendance to answer questions as needed.  

The 3rd Draft will be reviewed at the next meeting to be held on August 19th at 10:00 AM.

The Budget & Finance Committee will provide the 2010 Draft Budget to the Board of Directors at their September Board Meeting.  In October, the Budget Hearing will be held and the Board of Directors will finalize and approve the 2010 Budget.
Mike Schwartz asked for volunteers to take over the position of Committee Chairperson.  The Committee elected to have Mike Schwartz remain as Committee Chairperson. 


PPD ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

by Fred Olson, VPW Representative
During the July 22 meeting, the PPD Advisory Committee passed recommendations for our share of the Leisure World draft budget for 2010 for 12 separate cost centers.  This is my first year representing VPW on the Committee.  One interesting thing I learned, which I had not known before, is hourly fees for repairs in your unit – plumbing, electricity, etc. – include $16/hour PPD management charge.  This surcharge will increase to $18/hour in 2010.  I will keep you posted as I become familiar with the workings of the PPD Committee.

FAREWELL
Farewell and good wishes to our neighbors,

Fred & Simone Clark (#509) & Bill Stevens (#821), who have moved away.

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited June 2009 Statement of Operations, available for 
your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee**


$ 106,513

Other



$        275 

Interest Earned-OP Cash
$            -

Interest Earned-RES

$     3,959
Total:



$ 110,747

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs

$   68,391

Community Facilities

$   25,506

Mutual Operations

$     3,379

Res. Interest Transfers
$     3,959
Reserve Transfers

$     9,253
Total:



$ 109,488

Surplus (Deficit)                  

   $    1,259

Operating Funds


  $   29,314

IDI Warranty Funds


  $   10,654

Contingency Reserve


  $   32,085

Replacement Reserve


  $ 910,246

** Includes Contribution to Reserves


Many thanks for all of the get well wishes and cards.  Your thoughtfulness and support is greatly appreciated.

                 --Elaine Apter and Family (#321)

LANDSCAPE ADVISORY

COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The committee met on July 9, 2009, at 10:00 AM.  Mr. Ellis, LWMC Deputy General Manager, went over the 2010 budget for landscaping and it was approved.  The Chair, Mrs. Kontaxis, commented on the whole area and especially the Norbeck Gate and said people were still stealing flowers.  Barberry was suggested to replace flowers as it has thorns.  She also talked about bushes at Clubhouse II which need water and crepe myrtle which needs pruning of suckers.

The mulch and the dye used are both organic and it has been used here at Vantage Point West.  It does not cake or decompose very fast and should last longer.  We were reminded to start looking at our areas and come up with proposals in the fall for the 2010 money.

Several teams reported the following:  Yellow team:  There is a pine tree leaning near the main gate.  There are a lot of vines behind Villa Cortese but they are not Trust property and since it is a natural area must be left alone. Green team:  We noted the riot of color at the Cascade Fountains and a need for another coreopsis at the walled garden.  Red team:  Some trimming needed on Glen Eagles. A leak near the four acre park will take some time to fill in. At Hyde Park they will ask the county about the storm pond as no one is maintaining the area near our fence. The Overlook representative was asked about the issue with the water feature and was told that Overlook wants to review any proposals before they are approved. 

McFall and Berry are now using two watering trucks.  They will be spending time at the Juniper Slope dead-heading roses and trying to get the ground cover to spread. Normal maintenance will continue.

The next meeting will be August 13, 2009.

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Independence Day Parade on July 3rd. Two golf carts, lent by Morris Krowitz and Marvin Stirman, and beautifully decorated by Marcia Feldman and Nedda Krowitz, led the way. Our volunteers were: Virginia Baker, Jerry and Marcia Feldman, Margie Freedenberg, Anna Heath, Morris and Nedda Krowitz, Connie Peters, David and Linda Reiff, Thelma Wittenberg, and Ellen Zweig.  Connie Peters once again provided wonderful refreshments after the parade and a great time was had by all.

Our Deli Night was held on June 27th and was a tremendous success.  Thanks go to Hymie Rosenberg, Connie Peters and their committee:  Muriel Colmen, Margie Freedenberg, Lisa and Stan Friedman, Anna Heath, Shirley Liberman, David Reiff, and Carole Rosenberg.  

Bingo Nite took place on Monday, July 27th.  The lucky winners were: Jean Buckingham, Elsie Budman, Ann Cascio, Joe Colmen, Paul Dick, Sara Dick, Sidney Green, Martha Lehman, Shirley Liberman, Dorothy Mulloon, Eleanor Pichney, and Midge Van Albert.   Bingo Nite is held every other month alternating Mondays and Wednesdays.  Fred Firnbacher, as usual, did a superb job!  The next game will be Wednesday, September 16th.
Mark your calendars for the upcoming events listed below.  More details will follow.

· Fajita/Halloween Party - Sat, Oct 31st 

· Labor Day Picnic – Sat, Sep 7th 

· Holiday Cocktail Party – Sat, Dec 5th
Please don’t forget our food donation basket in the Party Room.  As you know, all food donations go to Manna Food Bank and they are in desperate need.  Thanks to those residents who are participating!

WELCOME, NEW NEIGHBORS

by Gloria Kitzler

VPW is happy to welcome three new residents. The first is Hanna Raczynski who has moved to unit 302. Hanna is not new to Leisure World. She has come from Vantage Point East.  She is retired but manages to keep busy. Hanna has three grandchildren---twins seven months old and also a ten month old. She also exercises, she’s a walker and likes to see her friends at Vantage Point East.

Next, we introduce Karen Robinson, who lives in unit 507. Karen was born in Washington, DC but has spent the last twenty years in Dallas, Texas. (She says she finally, “Came home!”) Karen has done many things in her working life. She taught school, had positions in the arts field, and in children’s theatre. She has many hobbies, loves to read, and is exploring the many activities available in Leisure World.

Last, but definitely not least, is Leonard Smallwood who is moved to unit 315. Leonard came to us from the Greens where he lived for eight years. Before he retired he was the Customer Service Manager at the Safeway in Chevy Chase Circle. Leonard has some medical problems but he’s not letting them get him down. He is a cheerful, optimistic person who keeps busy. His hobby is collecting coins and stamps.  

We welcome these nice folks and hope they will join in VPW events and activities.

IN MEMORIAM

The residents and staff of Vantage Point West extend their sincere condolences to the family and friends of Pansy Schank (#711) and Jerry Franz (#702).

       
WELCOME

We welcome the following new residents to Vantage Point West and encourage them to participate in the activities of the Mutual:

       Herb & Rena Morris

#506
       Lilliard Thomas

            #911
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                 TRIVIA NIGHT

Trivia Night will resume on Monday, August 3rd at 7:30 PM in the Party Room.  Please join us for an evening of fun and laughs!

SOME QUESTIONS TO PONDER

If money doesn’t grow in trees, then why do banks have branches?
Why does a round pizza come in a square box?

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?
How come we choose from just two people for President and fifty for Miss America?

Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, “I think I’ll squeeze these dangly things here and drink whatever comes out!”

Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer?

FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

GARAGE OPENERS:  We are asking ALL residents who own or rent garage spaces to please stop by and let us copy your garage opener.  With the number of moves we have had and also upcoming moves the memory space on the main transmitters are full.  This means if someone wants or needs a garage opener, we are unable to add one to the system.  We will reset the system on Thursday, August 20th.  To avoid the de-activation of your garage opener, please stop by the office prior to Wednesday, August 19th.

UPDATED RESIDENT INFORMATION:  Management is in the process of updating files which include our in-house telephone directory, e-mail addresses, birthdays, new vehicle information, disability status, etc.  Please contact the Association Office to verify your information with us. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT:  It is important for Management to have emergency contact information so we can be of assistance in an emergency situation.  Please make sure your information is up to date in the Association Office.  

It is also a good idea to have a File of Life envelope on your refrigerator.  The File of Life contains your medical information, medications, allergies, physician’s information, and your emergency contact.  Emergency personnel look for a File of Life when responding to emergencies.  Residents can obtain a File of Life package at the pharmacy in the L.W. Medical Center.

LUGGAGE CARTS:  We have two luggage carts stored in the P-Level lobby available for residents to use.  Please do not use them to move furniture or other heavy items as they are not designed to handle this type of weight load.  Visiting children should also be reminded to not play on the luggage carts.  Please return the carts immediately after use so that they will always be available to everyone.  Residents are asked to please remind visiting guests of the above information.

EXTENDED ABSENCE:  Please inform the Association Office if you will be out of town three days or more.  It is important for management to know how to contact you and to know who has a key to your apartment in case of an emergency.  Please park your vehicle away from the building and if you have a handicap tag, please do not park in a handicap spot.  

BULLETIN BOARDS:  Residents are reminded to periodically check the three bulletin boards for important information.  Memorandums from Management, meeting agendas, the monthly calendar, and publicity for building functions are posted on the lobby bulletin boards.  Items for sale and publicity for non mutual functions are posted on the basement bulletin board.


SHREDDING NOW AVAILABLE IN LEISURE WORLD

Shredding consoles have been made available in the lobbies of the Administration Building, both Clubhouses, and Physical Properties Department.  Residents can deposit their papers for shredding in the secure, locked consoles.  Once a month, the shredding company will unlock the consoles and shred the contents immediately in their truck in the parking lot.  The service is on a six-month trial basis to allow management to monitor resident participation.
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OUT AND ABOUT

by Maureen Kirkland

The Montgomery County Fair will take place at the Fairgrounds in Gaithersburg in August from the 14th to the 22nd. Included this year will be some of the interesting and colorful quilts for kids made by Project Linus. They will be in the building where foods are displayed and judged. If it is a hot day, you might like to go inside, cool off and see what’s there. 


VPW LIBRARY NEWS

by Gloria Kitzler

The Library Committee is finding that our library is being well used by residents. We have a wide variety to choose from. We have primarily fiction (which is the most selected) but also have up-to-date non-fiction, biography, and other categories. 

We could really use additional donations of large print books. If you have any to share please place them on the “Donation” shelf.

All of our books are donated by residents and donations are appreciated. But IF you have books to donate, please observe the following procedures:

· No more than 3 books should be donated at a time.

· Books should be no more than 5 years old. (Check the first 2-3 pages of the book to find the publication date.)

· Be sure the books are in good condition


2009 SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE

As in past years, there will be another school supplies drive this month sponsored by the Leisure World Interfaith Committee for the Homeless and Working Poor. Collection will be on Thursday, August 13th, between 9:00 AM and noon in the Baltimore Room in Clubhouse I. There will also be a curbside drop-off at Clubhouse I between 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Some suitable items to be collected are:   #2 pencils, erasers, magic markers, glue sticks, pocket folders, liquid hand sanitizer, boxes of tissues, rulers with inches and centimeters, 3-ring binders, backpacks (no wheels), school boxes, composition books, etc. 

Cash or check donations will also be gladly accepted.

We hope everyone will find it in their hearts to help with this worthy cause! The children, their parents and teachers thank you!
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OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

The outdoor pool is now open daily from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  These hours will remain in effect while the renovation of the indoor pool & locker rooms takes place at Clubhouse II.
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We would like to thank all our neighbors and friends who sent cards, phoned, and attended the Mass of Christian Burial to celebrate the life of Jerry Franz. We sincerely appreciate all of your kind wishes and prayers.


       		--Audrey Franz & Family (#702)
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