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UPCOMING EVENTS

Atlantic City Trip Sign-Up:  Wed, April 1, 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Trivia Night:
Mon, April 13, 7:30 PM
Book Club:  Mon, April 20, 4:00 PM
Coffee & Lecture:  Tues, April 21, 2:00 PM
Atlantic City Trip:  Tues, May 5, 8:00AM at Clubhouse II
APRIL VPW COMMITTEEMEETINGS
Activities:  Thurs, April 2, 10:00 AM
Board of Directors:  Mon, April 27, 10:00 AM
Budget & Finance:  No Meeting This Month
Bldg. & Grounds:  Tues, April 14, 10:00 AM
Communications:  Mon, April 13, 10:00 AM

Elections:  Wed, April 22, 10:00 AM
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Morris Krowitz

March is almost over and we have formed our Election Committee to call for candidates to run for election to our Board of Directors. Our annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 17, 2009, at Clubhouse II, and we will be electing three Board members. 

At this month’s meeting the Board acknowledged and accepted the 2008 Audit report with one modification to the footnotes.  A summary will be distributed to all owners in the near future. Those wanting a complete copy of the audit can request one from the management office.

The Board also accepted a proposal to perform the annual jet washing of the main kitchen drain lines; and authorized management to request reimbursement from two unit owners who had insurance claims due to building damages
The Board was informed that this spring the country will be participating in a 10 year Census. Census forms will arrive in the mail during April or May and NOT DISTRIBUTED BY PHONE, INTERNET, E-MAIL or IN-PERSON. Do not provide any personal information other than by completing the official mailed form. If you question whether you have an official form, please inquire at our management office.

Also, there will be a “Community Shred” on Friday, April 24th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the parking lot of Clubhouse I. Additionally, our management office maintains a list of approved window cleaning companies for those of you who are so inclined to go along with your spring cleaning.

I again thank our 10 to 12 regulars who attended our Board of Directors’ meeting; your presence is noted and appreciated. 
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by Gloria Kitzler

The book chosen for the April VPW Book Discussion will be “Water for Elephants,” by Sara Gruen. This is a bittersweet story and description of circus life during the Great Depression.  

The book is available at Montgomery County libraries.  We will meet Monday, April 20th in the Party Room at 4:00 PM. Our leader will be Elaine Wagner. All residents are welcome to join us.
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A CHANCE TO HELP THE NEEDY

As you may have seen in the Leisure World News and on our bulletin board, all Mutuals have been asked to invite their residents to the 10th annual Baby Shower sponsored by the Leisure World Interfaith Committee for the Homeless and Working Poor. In case you missed it, here is the pertinent information.

The Baby Shower will be held on Thursday, April 16th from 9:00 AM to noon in the Baltimore Room of Clubhouse I. Please bring a new unwrapped layette gift: receiving blankets, sweater sets, towels, crib sheets, sleepers, gowns, undershirts, bibs, diapers, powders & lotions, rattles, and any other cute NEW baby item.

If you cannot attend, there will be a curbside drop-off available from 8:00 - 11:00 AM that day. If you have any questions, please call Harriet Hall, Committee Chair, at 301-438-0231. If you prefer, Marjory and Fred Olson have volunteered to bring over your donations (unwrapped, of course) if you bring them to apartment #202 in this building by noon on April 15th.

This is a great opportunity to participate in an activity beyond our gates and contribute to the welfare of needy families in the County. Thank you for your help.
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FIGHT HUNGER 
Manna Food Center has 3,100 families seeking food aid every month, which are 1,000 families more than last year.

Manna Food Center needs all kinds of boxed and canned food, but has an urgent need for:

Cereal


   Rice

Non-Fat Dry Milk

   Pasta

Canned Milk

   Peanut Butter

Canned Tuna

   Spaghetti Sauce

Canned Meat

   Baby Food

Canned Fruit & Vegetables

Place your non-perishable food item(s) in the Manna Food donation basket in the Party Room.

Many thanks to those residents who are contributing to the food donation basket.  We recently donated 101 lbs. to Manna Food Center!

COMMUNITY SHRED DAY


Leisure World of Maryland Corporation is sponsoring a shredding day for all residents to come and have their personal documents shredded.  The Community Shred Day will be held on Friday, April 24th, from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Administration Building parking lot.  

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

by John Lynch, Chairperson

At the March meeting of the Building and Grounds Committee, the Committee reviewed and approved the renewal proposal with J.P. Seworooter, Inc. to jet wash the main kitchen plumbing lines located in the garages to help prevent kitchen sink back-ups at a cost of $2,235.00.



LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE

The Landscape budget for 2009 was reduced by $2,000 from the 2008 budget.  This reduction does not allow extra landscaping beautifications.  The Landscape Committee maintains an account for voluntary donations from residents.  These donations will be used to beautify the area around the building.  


LANDSCAPE ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

by Maureen Kirkland, VPW Representative
The first meeting for 2009 was held on March 12th.  After the call to order, we met the new members.  The agenda was adopted and the December minutes were approved.  Mark Ellis gave his report and it can be found in the LW News.

Under New Business:  We have a major deer problem.  It was noted that every pansy was yanked out and some plants were replaced three times and netting was added.  The deer have been able to pull off the netting and still get to the plants.  One member reminded everyone that Lyme disease is a serious problem caused by deer ticks.  There are no natural predators now and the deer are increasing greatly.  We may have to eliminate whole beds in the fall and leave them bare.  Mike Angles from McFall and Berry made several suggestions using faux Nandina and gold cypress.  IDI will no longer take care of the planting at the globe, so we are reducing the bed by 50%.  The grasses will be divided and replanted and in April we will decide what else to plant.  Several proposals were approved including one to remove 4 dead trees on the median near Fairways.  The next was to remove 2 trees outside the Sullivan Room.  The third was for pruning 17 crape myrtles near Mutual 7 and the last was to seed a large area near Glen Eagles and South Leisure World Blvd.  Richard Jones made one additional proposal to remove ivy near the Administration Building and add filter cloth and stones against the walls.  Our next meeting will be held April 9th. 

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS!

We (the Vantage Vibes) need input from you (the readers). How about some trip pictures, restaurant recommendations, interesting stories/experiences from your lives? It can be funny or sad and names need not be used if you prefer to be anonymous, but we’d like some more human interest material. You can email (to linda3210@comcast.net). If it’s not too long, we’ll even accept hand written material, but we’d sure like things to share. Please bring or send your article to me (Linda, the editor, in 601) or to Alisia in the Office. We’ll publish it, if we can – space and publication rules allowing.

Thanks for sharing!

TREASURER’S REPORT

by Neil Ross, Treasurer

The following figures were taken from the unaudited February 2009 Statement of Operations, available for your review at the Association Office.

INCOME:

Condo Fee**


$ 106,500

Other



$        205 

Interest Earned-OP Cash
$          30

Interest Earned-RES

$     2,371
Total:



$ 109,106

EXPENSES:

Direct Oper. Costs

$   67,707

Community Facilities

$   26,244

Mutual Operations

$     3,799

Res. Interest Transfers
$     2,371
Reserve Transfers

$     9,253
Total:



$ 109,374

Surplus (Deficit)                  

($   268)
Operating Funds


$   35,761

IDI Warranty Funds


$   10,654

Contingency Reserve


$   31,960

Replacement Reserve


$ 860,670
** Includes Contribution to Reserves


BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

by Mike Schwartz, Chairperson

The Budget & Finance Committee reviewed the February financial statements at the last Committee meeting.  After reviewing the Cash Investment Statement, the Committee approved the transfer of $10,000 from the Park National Money Market Account to the Bank of America Operating Account.

The purchase of a two year CD from Centennial Bank at Pacific Mercantile Bank did not take place.  Instead, a two year CD was purchased from Blue Ridge Bank at a rate of 2.57% (yield of 2.67%).

Dawn Gaynor, L.W. Accounting Supervisor, introduced Tracy Geiger, Auditor from DeLeon and Stang, who presented the 2008 Audit Report.  The 2008 Draft Audit was reviewed, discussed and amended as needed.  The Committee approved to recommend the Board of Directors accepts the 2008 Draft Audit prepared by DeLeon and Stang as amended.

The next meeting will be held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, May 21, 2009. 



A SPINAL STENOSIS SEMINAR will be held in Clubhouse II on Tuesday, April 28th, at 1:30 PM. It is sponsored by the Leisure World Medical Center. The speaker will be Dr. Aminullah Amini, chief of Neurosurgery at Holy Cross Hospital. Topics to be covered on this degerative spine disease will include: 


Understanding back pain;


Evaluating your symptoms;


What you can do to improve your condition; 


When surgery is appropriate.

Reservations are a must. Please call 301-598-1320 to reserve a seat.

Don’t forget to VOTE!

 There will be a Special Primary Election for County Council District 4 on Tuesday April 21st,
Polls open 7:00 AM – 8:00 PM.
For candidate information check out the League of Women Voters Voters’ Guide on line at www.lwvmd.org/mont.
THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING

The Leisure World of Maryland Sanitation Department would like to thank our residents for another outstanding job of recycling in 2008.  Because of your commitment to recycling, Leisure World collected over 2.5 million pounds of scrap metal, cardboard, newspaper and co-mingled materials.  Our environment will benefit greatly in the future from your continuing efforts.  Please keep up the good job in 2009.  Thank you!
Scrap Metal


   149,220 lbs

Newspaper


1,930,600 lbs

Cardboard


   109,780 lbs

Co-Mingle


   419,060 lbs

(glass, plastic, aluminum)       ___________

                                                2,608,660 lbs
(Reprinted from 2/17/09 Leisure World News) 
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GOLF & GREENS COMMITTEE

by Marvin Tabb, Mutual 23 Representative
Whether you are a former resident or a new resident in Vantage Point West (Mutual 23), we invite you to come out and enjoy our Leisure World Golf Course.  Wednesday mornings are reserved for the Men’s Group (Chairperson, Joe Cardaci, 301-598-8866), Tuesday mornings are reserved for the 9 Hole Ladies Group (Chairperson, Diana Haberman, 301-598-7253), and Thursday mornings are reserved for the 18 Hole Ladies Group (Chairperson, Ursula Costa, 301-598-7456).  If you have any questions concerning participation in one of these groups, please give the appropriate Chairperson a call.

There are several ways that you can enjoy the course:

LW Resident Season Green Fee is $725.00 Single – Per Person (covers regular play – does not cover special events).
Associate Seasonal Greens Fee is $775.00.  Applicants must be 21 years of age and be sponsored by a current Leisure World Resident.  A L.W. Resident Seasonal Fee player MUST accompany an Associate if play is before 11:00 AM.  To play after 11:00 AM without a Seasonal player, an Associate must call in at 10:00 AM to reserve tee times after 11:00 AM. An Associate may bring up to 3 guests to play at that time.

Trial Membership Program: New Residents or Current Residents who have never paid the Season Green Fee may join the Golf Program for a Three Month Period at a fee of $200.00.  If the resident would like to continue the membership for the balance of the year, they can continue as members by paying a fee equal to the number of months left in the year times $60.00.

Should you have questions concerning the different membership programs, the Pro Shop will be happy to assist you.  If you never played golf and are interested in taking up the game, contact the Pro Shop at 301-598-1570 and inquire about golf lessons.

Leisure World Golf Open Tournament:  Leisure World is planning on having a golf tournament in May for all Leisure World residents whether a member or not.  Details will soon follow.


LEISURE WORLD QUESTIONNAIRE

Attached to this edition of the Vantage Vibes you will find a Leisure World Questionnaire.  The LWMC Board of Directors requests all residents to complete this questionnaire and return it to the Association Office by Thursday, April 2nd.
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
by Margie Freedenberg, Chairperson
Bingo Nite took place on Monday, March 23rd and, as usual, Fred Firnbacher and his sub-committee did a great job.  The lucky Bingo winners were: Bette Blick, Sid Green, Bernie Hollander, Florence Mudrick, Sally Richman, Anita Rosenstadt, Selma Rothenberg, and Edith Sair.  The next Bingo Nite will be held on Wednesday, May 20th at 7:30 PM.
Our first VPW Sunday Brunch was held on Sunday, March 29th and the lucky people who attended had a great time.  Everyone enjoyed prepared omelets by Mr. Omelette, along with other delicious foods, some of which were donated by our residents.  Our deepest thanks go to Connie Peters and her sub-committee on making this event a huge success!


The Activities Committee has reserved a bus through Eyre Travel for a day trip to Atlantic City on Tuesday, May 5th.  The bus will depart from Clubhouse II at 8:00AM and will return at approximately 9:30 PM.  Sign-up will be held on Wednesday, April 1st from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the lobby.   The cost is $40 per person, make checks payable to Eyre Travel.  See flyers posted in the building for additional information.
Our next Coffee & Lecture will be held on Tuesday, April 21st, at 2:00 PM.  We will have a representative from the Montgomery County Police Department.  Some topics to be discussed are shopping protection, identity theft, and traffic issues including speed cameras.  Refreshments will be served.  Admission is $1 to offset the cost of refreshments and paper goods.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on Monday, April 6th in the lobby near the mailboxes for those interested in attending.  
OUTSIDE THE GATE

by Selma Rothenberg

We are so fortunate to have Brookside Gardens, a Montgomery County treasure, within a short ride from Leisure World. The gardens were established 40 years ago and are celebrating this anniversary with many new displays. In fact, everyone is invited to the birthday party on Sunday, July 19th, for birthday cake, family-friendly activities and a dedication ceremony. The Wings of Fancy Butterfly Show and an evening concert by the Beach Bumz will be free. Of course, the public has always been welcome to enjoy the park without charge.

Some of the seasonal flowers are as follows:

  April:
azaleas, daffodils, tulips, magnolias

  May:
azaleas, clematis, dogwood, wisteria

  June:
annuals, herbs, roses, iris

  July-August:
rose of sharon, butterfly bush, crape myrtle, perennials

The conservatory will be open until Sunday, April 12th when it will be closed to change the display and get ready for the Butterfly Show which will open on Sunday, May 2nd. Except for July 19th, which will be free, the Butterfly Show is $6.00 for adults and $4.00 for children ages 3-12.

Directions: The easiest way to reach the Gardens is to go south on Georgia Avenue, left on Glenallan (toward Metro). Stay on Glenallan, pass Layhill and Randolph Roads, and you will shortly reach the Brookside Gardens sign.

I have some brochures outlining the programs and activities for Spring and Summer and would be happy to share them with you. Any questions, call the park at 301-962-1400 or me at 301-438-8789.
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DO GOOD GROUPS

by Marjory Olson

There are many “do-good” groups in our community. “A Wider Circle” is an excellent do-good group that provides housing for formerly homeless and out-of-drug-rehab families. They need: beds, bedding, chests, kitchen tables and chairs, pots/pans and other cooking gear to furnish the apartment for the families coming out of shelters. We have their brochure. It’s good for you to know about WC in case someone asks “What can I do with...?” 


Also, Lorraine Torres was talking about successfully using “Top Banana” while on the LW bus one day. This is a nonprofit grocery provider, which advertises in the Leisure World News. If people are having trouble shopping, however they are trying to do it, TB is a good option for heavy/bulky stuff — and they’ll put your groceries on the counter for you.

PROJECT LINUS UPDATE

by Maureen Kirkland

I am happy to report that Project Linus received a nice quantity of fabric recently. One neighbor gave me a cart full which I took to the Sewing Group on February 3rd. We sorted and cut enough material for about 20 regular size blankets and 10 small ones for preemies. Another neighbor brought me a shopping bag of goodies, including fabric, a soft blanket and about 6 cute Christmas stockings of red corduroy with red checks on top and a jingle bell.

Thanks to these neighbors. I hope everyone else will clean out a closet and find something to donate. We can use yarn and if you have beanie babies or small stuffed toys that your grandchildren no longer play with, we take those, too. The toys are given to our troops overseas who give them to small children.

Think of this as a great way to recycle!
ANY SURPLUS KNITTING YARN CLUTTERING YOUR APARTMENT?
by Marjory Olson

Caps for Kids, the annual fall collection of warm, colorful caps for needy County children, will try to up the ante this year to meet an expected increased demand, and LW knitters and crocheters are already busy, keeping their fingers limber. If you have yarns you no longer need — even small amounts can make gorgeous stripes — please leave your donation at #202 or call me for pickup. Sorry, but fancy, elegant and wool yarns must find a better home.

Finished caps are collected at the Inter-Faith Chapel, beginning after Labor Day, and are delivered to the Inter-Faith Clothing Center on Twinbrook Parkway. County families, who are approved clients, may visit the Center once every quarter, so completed caps go to the Center regularly from September to November.  Client families increased to over 4,000 during the winter, and that number is expected to rise as our economy worsens. These needy children are our neighbors.

Caps for Kids is a project of the LW Interfaith Committee for the Homeless and Working Poor, and the Clothing Center is an arm of Interfaith Works, which is supported by nearly 150 County faith groups.

Questions?  Please call me at 301-598-0511. Thank you all!
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FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK

by Alisia Madariaga, Property Manager

MAIL:  Unfortunately, Josephine will no longer be our regular mail carrier.  Please check your address on your mail to make sure it is complete with your unit number.  Contact the sender to provide any missing information if needed.  Incomplete addresses will become a problem.  The new mail carrier may put your mail in the wrong mailbox or return the incomplete addressed mail to the sender.  Be sure to double check you mail prior to opening it in case you received your neighbor’s mail by mistake.  If this is the case, you should contact your neighbor or place it under the appropriate unit door immediately.

If you are going to be out of town and will need a hold on your mail, you must fill out an “authorization to hold mail” form.  These forms are available in the Association Office for your convenience or at the post office.  A hand written note in your mailbox is no longer acceptable.

CARDBOARD BOXES:  The Association Office has received complaints regarding cardboard boxes being placed near the trash receptacles in the parking garages and near the building entrance.  Please dispose all cardboard boxes in the appropriate dumpster labeled “cardboard boxes” in the loading dock.

GARBAGE DISPOSALS:  Residents are asked to please be aware of what items are being put in the garbage disposals.  The following are recommendations of items NOT to put in your garbage disposal: any bones, shells from shellfish, fruit pits, potato peelings, asparagus, broccoli, celery, artichokes, corn silk or husks, caustic drain cleaners, and grease of any kind will quickly clog the drain.  The proper way to dispose of grease is to place it in a container and then throw it out in your regular trash.  Also be sure to run plenty of cold water when using your disposal to clean it out and push all of the food through the plumbing system.

PEST CONTROL:  The Association has a contract with Triple S Pest Control to service the common areas and residential units.  The exterminator is available twice a month to residents with out charge for treatment of pests covered in the contract.  Please notify the Association Office if you would like pest control service.

SPRING HVAC INSPECTIONS:  AMD Mechanical Contractors will perform the Spring HVAC inspections beginning on Monday, April 27th and will continue through Thursday, April 30th.  The technicians will change your furnace filter and inspect your air conditioning system to make sure it is functioning properly for warmer weather.  AMD Mechanical Contractors performs the HVAC inspections according to tiers, not floors.   For example, if you live in unit 120 you are in tier 20.  Management will send all residents a schedule by Tiers and AM or PM inspection time.  Please call the Association Office if you have any questions.

WINDOW WASHING:  For those who are interested, The Association Office has a list of contractors who wash windows in the community.  The contractors wash the interior and exterior windows from your unit.
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Wishing our residents a Happy Easter and a Happy Passover!
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